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Mr. Robinſon, - 
Onceivingit to be a Duty to communicate my Judg+ 
ment (given privately by Parts, as occaſion hath been 
offered) of the Non-Conformiſts, and their Caſe,:and 
fo reſolv'd to conceal my Name,which can add no Reputation 
tothem,nor to theſe Papers 3I have ſent them to you,beforeany 
other Stranger,(and who but a Stranger may be truſted with the 
Conicealment of one he knows not) for two Reaſons. - 1. Be- 
cauſe one of your Acquaintance, who (not knowing my De- 
' fign) gave me a very good Charatter of you, as Ingenuous, Ho- 
neſt, Candid, a Lover of Goodneſs and good Men, (whether 
Conformiſts or Non- (onformiſts Y as well without, as within the 
way of your Trade. 2, Becauſe "it is not hard'to'pueſs at the 
Bookſeller by his Author, and- the" Aurhor: by his Bookſeller 5 
therefore-if you may fall within the compaGof this Obſervation, 
you fit me, becauſe you printed the Conforming Non-conformiſt,8c. 
And another, the Chriftian Temper, which Title was taking with 
me, (a'Temper rare among Chriſtians) 'which I labour after 3 
and if I have not expreſled it in theſe Sheets, I ſhall take a little - 
rs in them, as the niceſt Readex (hall in any thing that dif- 
|. fers from him. [I referit to you to judg, whether it is like to be 
profitable or not ; for before the publication of Books, your Fa- 
culty either are Judges,or find out Judges of themy and the Rea- 
ders art; .or tefule; only 'what'you have taſted of beforehand. 
Reade and judg'"deliberately,and let me know ere long of your | 
Approbation, by ſeeing it abroad ; or your Diſlike, by its ſup- 
preflion. And then Thave but one Requeſt, that you wouldgive 
thetn a privite and a decent Burial, for the Author's fake 5 who 
tho te be bur'a ſitnple Man, yet means-well, and for his Maſter's 
ke It fital no'more offend me that you ſtifle, than thatif at 
other takie the name of them, provided he be Philagathor. 


To 
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Tothe READER. 


He whole Book is to the Reader, yet 4 ſhort. Epiſtle to hi 
= RR. be-neceſſary, > YG Y123&VbG £1203 } 3013T1 
{Mi & To intreat him 10 ſpare. pans in; writs 
me: who. do not begin or nidintain 4 Controverſy, egaijjt him, qv 
againi{; any other ; Pacem te quzrimus omnes._ Toy, may perbaps 
ſeekto keep.it within the unalterable Conſtitutiqn, and'be ſo mnch for 
Peace, that you, world bave not ane. Djffentey« in\the, Land. , Ion 
againi# Diſenters, alſs,,,ye agree Jo far 3 but [ax agsinſt, Diſſemar, 
-mithin doors, that keep Diſſenters out ; let us make up the Breach 
fait and as ſtrong 4s we can, / | r io tw 

2. Toinform him, that I do not look upon the N(on;Gonformiſts 
as the only Men of God, that Tam ng$ bired by them,” nor ſpeak jor 
them in hopes of Prefqrment under the Pregbyterian Government, to 
be ſet up ( as fome ſeas”), aſſure him I\nevrr fear it, nov hope for it. 

3. To make my ſelf known to bin, that I am not a Man in Power 
to ſhew the Non-Conformiſts favour, nor a 'oAlan of Fame to ſerve 
them by any Teſtimonial; but that [ Jabanred 80: nouriſh ſome. good, 
Diſpoſutions and Qualities,” ;\ 1 ol 2 1 $4. 

I. To adore one and the ſame Spirit ins (different Gifts, ' Admint- 

rations, and Degrees. | Fr, 21 27094 1] 

2. To think mote highly of others than of my {4 , n0t only as they. 
are in Power, but as in, real Worth, tho:but, at the F ootſtook; |, . 1; -. 
3. Thankfulneſe to God 'and ware jt in nw pomer ta ſhew.it..4. 
every. one that ever ſpake a word jn ſeaſon, to, mr, which; pany of, tht 
Non-Conformiſts have done, when 1 was iguorartt and out af the w 
whoſe N ames are in honour with me+, and the like 1 achnowleag, 
and ever ſhall, to ſeveral that now conform. Time was, when they, al 

ſpake the ſame, Things, and carried, on the ſame Work, which; was 
\ the Tnſtruition, Converſion, Conſolation, and. Edification ofi Spuls > 


dt biting one another, nor grudging-at one anotber.. 1 wearer heard, 
mn 
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Tothe Reader. 


'in\$1any bundreds of Sermons, diverſities of Opinions, either ſet up 
e 


ſome, or:plled "down by others. We heard indeed that ſome were 
Tadependems, others Presbjterians, and others Epiſcopal,but we heard 
no ſuch things from Pulpits.  Tperceive ſome Men think that the 
Preaching of t of fy was meer Fanaticiſm,bleſſing the Uſurpation, 
railing againſt © Biſhops,or deifying Calvin with ar: Lofabibiliry; Non 
ego Lutherum przdico, fed Chriſtum, ſaid Luther. Calvin was 
a1 admirable Man,. a great Stranger to them that ſpeak moſt againſt” 
him ; but he was preached no further than Chriſt ſpake in him ; Non 
Calvinum ſed\Chriſtum przdicabant. . 

4. If I were partial, 1 mrong my ſelf by partiality 5 but I ought to 
bejuit, and by being just, 1 injure no Man. 1 have heard the Non- 
Conformiſts vilified, and repreſented according to the Fancies, and 
Paſſions, or Intereits of Men. I duri# not but be juit to them, 
as to eminent — of the Chriſtian Faith, . and thinkthat com- 
won Chriſtianity hath ſuffered much by their ſilencing and diſparage- 
ent. . A great part of the World is made to believe, that the Non- 
Conformiſts are not fit to be employed in the Church, nor truſted by 
the State. But what they are God knoweth,. and the World may know 
if they pleaſe to conſult their Writings, and to examine their Decla- 
ration of their Tenents. They are not to them, that know them, what 
they are reported by,and to them that know them not. I ſeldom ſee any 
of them, very ſeldom converſe with them, = T know them ſufficient! 
to wake me bewail their Condition, and the vaſt damage tothouſan 
of Souls, not in the out-skirts alone, but very | Heart of England, by 
their Excluſion and Suppreſſion; who are both able and willing to pro- ' 
mote the everlaſting Intereſt of precious Souls, which are committed 
in the mean while, in many parts of the Land, to them that teitter 
can nor will, If a Haobandman have more Land than be can Till, 
much of his Land muſt lie Fallow and yield no profit ; if a Hweband- 
man have a great Harveſt, and diſcharge his Labowrers, he will ſuffer - 
loſs. It is a ſmall Pariſh indeed that will not find a pretty induſtrious 
Man work enough : There is enough for ws, and for them to do, if 
there were the greateſt Union of Minds, and wiſeſt diſtributions, ac- 
cording to dl Mans Abilities. | 

5.1 


.- """_ 


iu them, ont of « juſt reſpe@ io the Common ' Faith, and 


Religion 5 and there is no more objeted , nor worſe things imputed 
to thene by Proteſtants, than Papiſts impute to ws x7 * If I have wo 


courage to plead for them, ſo far as their Cauſe will bear it, I 
prove 4 Lana mine own caſes — Haga eMan ought to 
true to Truth, and the common Chriſtianity. . | 
6. Not to revile nor provoke thew that differ from me. If Ihave 
deſcribed any Perſons of an impoſing perſecuting temper, with any 
meaſure of ſeverity : if there be noſuch Perſons, it is a miſtake, and 
#0 injury; if there be ſuch, Writing is "Painting, I have fitted my 
Colours to the Face, I have not repreſented any ſowrneſi of Gounte- 
#ence, but what I ſaw upon it. Let ws all entertain "Peace, and give 
i place to rule in our Hearts ;, ſeek, Peace and purſue it, and pray 
for the Peace of Feruſalem. Farewel. | 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
The Author hath three more Pleas for the Non-Conformiſts, which con- 


1411 
Many Arguments and bumble Mations (with all due Submiſſion to the Ma 
Liftr ates ) for the Suſpenſion of the Penal Laws againſt them, 

Apologies for their Publick Preaching ar i the King*s Declaration 
concerning Eccleſiaſtical Afﬀairs, grounded on the approved Doitrine, and con- 
_—_ by the Authorities of many Biſhops and Dottors of the Church of Eng- 

an | 


Several Conſiderations for Union and Chriftian Forbearance, with ſome 
Hiſtorical Accounts of ſome of their great Suſferings in divers Places in Eng- 
land : Together with ſome Account of the. infamous Lives and lamentabie 
Deaths of ſame Lnformers, . 


A 


To the Reader. Y 
' $. T have ſometinnes taken heart to vindicate what may be juſtifad 
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A Juſt, and Compaſſionate Repreſentation 
of the Preſent Caſe and Condition of the 
Non-Conformilts, &5'. 


Am a Chriſtian, and thereforea Member of the Body ; and as 

ſuch, am obliged by thetaw of Chriſt, and excited by his 7 

Grace, to endeavour the Growth, Perfeftion, and Unity of 

that one Body ; and according to the meaſure of Grace and 

Life received, I cannot but feel the pain of Diſlocations, 

Wounds, Weakneſs, Exciſion, Sickneſs, or Suffering of any 
Part or Member of it. If I have any Faith or Love, I cannot but pray 
for the Peace of Jeruſalem. 

But Miniſters, above all Chriſtians, muſt have Salt in themſelves, 
and be at peace one with another : they muſt Preach the Goſpel them- 
ſelves, and rejoyce- that it is Preached by others, though otherwiſe- 
minded ; and all Chriſtians muſt pray that the Word of the Lord 
ny. _ a free Courſe, and be glorified, Phsl. 1. 15, 16, 17, 18. 
2 Thef. 3. 1,2. 

I have ' os feeling of the broken State of the Church of God in this 
4 but, alas ! how little do I feel ? how unfit am'I to move 
thoſe that have healing Hands, and ſtore of Ointments, to heal our 
Wounds ? IfIcould but open the caſe of a Church for many years in 
in, to be delivered of her Burthen [Noe two Nations in ber Womb, 
ut more than two manner of People in one Nation ] + groaning to bring 
forth Unity and Peace, but cannot : followed long with ſtrong Con- 
vulſions, that *tis a wonder ſhe hath not dyed in every Fit ; I might 
move the Compaſſions of her Phyſitians, to hold a Conſultation to 
expedite her Cure. Many of her Sons have of late bemoan'd her ; and 
ſome have made Enquiries into the Cauſes of her 11Inefs ; but their 
Compaſſions have done themſelves more good than her. She is not 
at all the þ&trer for their trouble for her ; ſhe is as ill at eaſe as at any 
time, in a» waſting, complaining, declining State. And to fay the 
truth, there are many that make fad complaints of Harſnneſs and Se- 
verity : they ſay that ſome of ”- cluef Officers and Agents procured 
the 


2 ” The Confouniſ's Plea 
the Ejection of many of her faittiful Seryants out of theirMaſters work; . 


, that ſome that are put in Truſt, are not kind to her own Children, 


j 


they lock up the Bread from them, or permit Stewards that do not 
faithfully diſpence unto them, but ſell their Bread, and put the Mo- 
ney in their own Pockets. And thoſe Stewards hire Under-Officery 
for ſmall Wages, that feed them but onee a day, and commonly with 
that which coſts them but little. They fay fhe is fo ſtri;, that alt 
that ſerve her, muſt put in Bonds for more than they tan pay, and 
ſubſcribe to Impoſlibilities z and, in ſhort, they ſay, ſhe uſurps Autho- 
rity over her Husband. They ſay, they can ſerve him, but cannot 
pleaſe her ; they can ſerve him, and die for him, but cannot live in 
the fame Houfe with her. 

For my part, I will fay no ill of her, nor make bate between the 
Bride and the Bridegroom ; I am honoured to be a Friend to him, ind 
indeed I cannot be his Friend, and not hers. But this I'll rather. fay, 
ſhe bath been led, and abufed by ill Inſtruments about her, and is in- 
deed changed from what ſhe»was in former times, and is not ſo kind 
and tender as ſhe was wont to be, by report of many who knew her 


. heretofore. 'I am exceeding ſorry for her. 'O that 1 could give her 


eaſc ! Iam no Phyſitian my ſelf ; but a ſorry Meſſenger may run and 
call the Doctor, and beſeech him, that if he have any Bowels or Ten- 
dexneſs of heart, he would make haſte, and apply all his $kill to fave 
the Life, and reſtore the health of the Mother of many Children, who 
will fall into the cruel hands of Pope and Devil, ſo ſoon as her eyes 
are cloſed. ' O how they long to hear of her Diſſolution ! O what a 
fickand divided Houſe do live in ! I cannot take reſt in my Soul, for 
the contentions of my dear and loving Maſter's Wife ; Whocan lye 
dry for the continual dropping ? My Pilgrimage and Courſe, for theſe 
many years, hath been moſt uncomfortable unto me for the continu» 
al dropping in a rainy day. The Contentions are grown notorious, 
alhour Neighbours know them. ?Tis a moſt divided Houſe ! I have 
Ao heart to make Repetitions, of what I have read and heard to paſs 
between my dear Mother and my dear Brethren ; between my Bre- 
thren amongſt themſelves, and the Fellow-Servants. It is a ſhame 
that the World ſhould know it * But it cannot be hid : Our very Ene- 
mies bug among themſelves,and hope to turn us all out of Doors,and 
get poſſelſion, ey have been DO Stating of Caſes, Petition- 
ing, Pleading, and Appealing to the Judgment-Seat ; that my heart 
akes to think of theſe things. I have prayed for Peace, and have de- 
nyed my ſelf to pleaſe my Mother. I will not find fault with her ; my 
Soul longs for Peace, and if I might preyail,I cannot tellwhat 1 Ny 
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do, on condition that her Servants that have been turned ont, may be 

raken in» But becauſe I cannot ſee how this will be, without an Ore ,, 

der of the Juſtices of Peace, I will humbly repreſent the Caſe as truly 

asI can, and intreat their Order for a ſpeedy ſettlement of my diſpla- 
ced Brethren. The Complaints are grievous on both ſides. The 

1 ther complains of the diſobedience of her Children, they will not be 

ruled by her : ſhe would have them to be all of her Mind and Yniform. 

| She is a Godly Waman indeed, and keeps Prayers Morning and Even- 

ing in her Houſe ; But ſhe is carneſt to have them Aſſent and Con- 

ſent to all and every thing contained in a certain Book, and- uſe no 

other. Some of them do not love to be [mpos'd upon, and think they | 

are of thoſe years, as to know how to pray, and plead a Promiſe from 

their Maſter, of his holy Spirit to aſſiſt them, in the diſcharge of any 

Impoſed Form. (But others can ſubmit to that, if that would do) She 

would have them wear white Linnen, wide Sleeves, &c. kneel when 

they eat and drink at the Lord's Table ; and will have all their Chil- 

dren Baptized, ſigned with a Croſs in the Forehead, which if you 

would ſee, is not to be ſeen, for indeed it vaniſhes as ſoon as made. 

For theſe things ſhe pleads Authority in her Self, and from her Su- 

pream Goyernour upon Since her Marriage with Kings ſhe 

1s grown wealthy in Eſtate. The Woman that was ſometimes in the 

Wilderneſs, drawn before Magiſtrates, caſt into Priſon, that was for- 

ced to hade her head in Conventicles, in thoſe nights of old ( that for 

many Ages ſpake a hard Language, wore a Triple Crown, went in - 

Orgeous F:2 em of Ceremonies upon Ceremonies, carried in Pomp, 

(Princes id kiſs her feet) that adorn'd her Walls with Tapiſtry and 

Images ; grew Imperial in makigg Laws, and gave her mouth to Cur= 

fog Sod Bicterne ) Ifay, ſhe now can ſhew her face, that was ſome- 

times forced to hide it, and is become Reformed and Chaſtez but poſ: 

ſeſſiog Lordſhips and Preferments ; ſhe hath been rather like a Domi- 

neering Miſtriis, than a gentle Mother, and hath rather ſuted her ſelf 

tothe mode of Earthly Kings, than the Will of her Heavenly King 

and Hysband (as ſome complain) It cannot be denyed but that ſome 

have been arabitious of her Favour, and for the Preferments which 

they have got by their Ceremoniouſneſs, have done her no good, and 

to get up above their Fellow-Servants, have ſet her above her ſelf. And 

for ought I ſee, theſe ambitious covetous Perſons have been evil In- 

ſtruments of great antentions and Differences with her Children g 

and they alſo having aſpice of Adam's nature, and growing ſtomach- 

ly their Reaſon, could not bear a Supcriority among Equals, 


ſeeing they were Children of the ſame Father, knew no other dif- 
Ba. ference 
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ference than for prudentiat Government, a Priority of Order, or the 
Honour of Seniors , but not a Su rioriry of Degree and Power. * 
The more powerful Houſe ( for, alas} they have divided Houſes) 
that they may make Laws and govern others, do attribute great Ay. 
thority to the Church ; indeed as great as Jefus Chriſt her King and 
Husband had : as if when he aſcended into Heaven, he gave among hiz 
other Gifts, even all that he had himſelf, to his Church and Spouſe, 
One who profeſſed ſo much intimacy with her, as to undertake to give 
ber Senfe and Reaſon of her Doings, doth affert her Power and Autho: 
0 rity to be twofold ; © As all other Bodies 
/1 + ans before the Col- * Politick, the one of Juriſdiftion to corre(t 
teftion of Canons, &c. and reform, by Spiritual Cenfſures, to pre- 
* ſerve the Churches Purity, and reduce to 
« Unity theTroublexs of the Churches Peace,not by Arguments alone, 
« hut Spiritual Cenſres, even to caſting ovt of the Church. The 
«other, a Power of Legiſlation, to make Canons and Conftitutions. 
«For though our great Lord ( faith he) hath already given to his 
« Church moſt holy and wiſe Rules and Laws for the ſame purpoſes; 
* yet becaufe they are general, and t ſome Doubts and Contre- 
« yerfies ariſc-about their meaning, it doth neceſſarily follow, that 
«there muſt be an Authority left to this Church, and Governours 
, <« thereof, to make new Laws upon emergent 
Interpretation of Ge- * occaſions, to determine Particularities, 
eral Laws, doth not (where by the way obſerve , that from a 
#iferr a Power of Le- Power to reſolve the Doubts that may ariſe 
yiſlation. about the Senſe and Meaning of thoſe general 
| Laws of Chgiſt, he gets ground by ſtealth, 
even to infer aPower to make ew Laws) * That there muſt be a defi- 
« nicive Sentence of Superiours to decide Doubts and Controverſies. 
« He argues both from the reaſon of the thing, and that Chriſt gave 
& this Power, Fohn 20. 21,22. As my Father ſent Me; ſo ſend I you: 
; * And one particular of Juriſdiftion there 
Abſolurionis noFuriſ= expreſſed 3 Whoſe ſoever Sins ye bind os 
diftion, but the Expli- © Earth, they are bound in Heaven, The Le- 
cation and Application © ro Power of making Laws and Con- 
of # Law of Grace. « ſtitutions for regulating Manners, and de- 
« termining Controverſies, cannot be denyed1 
* to be granted in that large Commiſſion ;. 45 my Father ſent me, ſo 
« ſend I you, &c, ( Where rape how he grows upon us, from 
a Miſſion to a Commiſſion... They are ſent indeed, but their G__— 
a 
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ſion is no other than to go, when ſent,and do whatſoever he coniniand- 
eth) Yea, in the next ſentence he ſaith, Our Lord Commiſſions his: Apo: 
filler, ( obſerve, that pag. 2.) he defines the one holy Church to be the 
Society of B2lievers, to whom that double Power. was given ; but here 
i is given tothe Apcſtles : ( Have the Socicty of Believers the ſame 
power the Apoſtles had ? Or, doth the Commiſſion given to the 
Apoſtles, impower the Society of Believers to do as they did ?) **He 
© Commiſſions the Apoſtles (ſaith he) with the ſame neceſſary ſtand: 
« ing power that he had, and exerciſed as a | 

& man for the good of the Church : this isa The Power which 
© Commiſſion in general for making Laws; Chriſt exerciſed,be ex- 
« Then in peeticulax,for making Articles,and erciſed not as ( meer ) 
« Deciſions of DoCtrines controverted, the Mar, but as Media- 
© Power is more expreſs'd, Math. 28. All tor, as a Mediatory 
« Power is given unto-me : Go ye therefore and King, having a King- 
& reach all Nations ; that is, with Anthority. dom. | 

« And what it isto teach with Authority, but | 
* to command and obliege all People to receive the Truth ſo taught ? 
When I read ſach Diſcourſes, and ſuch Conſequences, I do leſs wonder 
that they whoare given to ftrong Deluſjons, do fee thoſe dazling won- 
ders, in T es Petrws, & ſuper banc Petram; or, that ſee the two 
Swords committed to St. Peter, in Paſce Oves meas, when he was only 
appointed to be a careful Shepherd: | 

Others do build their Towers and Caſtles upon other Texts,which 
Ipaſs by—— Thus for the _ power ofthe Church. The Power 
which Chriſt hath given to her I revere and acknowledge. 

Others go another way to work, and lay the ſpecious Towers and: 
Battlements of Un:iformity and Diſcipline and Ceremonies upon the 
Kings Supremacy ; affirming two things : 1. That the Modes required, 
are things indifferent. 2. T hat the chief Magiſtrate may make Con- 
ſtitutions about things indifferent. | 

And ſome upon one,and ſome upon another ground;do raiſe a great 
Duſt, Contention, and Diſcontent : ſome quarrel not, but are of a 
moderate and peaceable diſpoſition, and wiſh.for Peace and Concord :: 
but thefe EE with for their Moderation. And truly it is an 


ill ſign of a aſpiring contentious nature, in thoſe that will. fall out 
with PeaceJnakers, that are ſaber and moderate, and wiſh that both 
contending {ides may underſtand one another betrer,and love one ano- 
ther more, Bd remove; the matrer of Debates and Strifes. How are / 
theEjeted called! It grigves my heart to hear thenrcall*d all to _ 
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2nd how are theſe Names returaed ? And many throw Benes of Con: 
Ztcntion among them z whiſper, and backbite, and carry tales, to fo- 
Mentthe hears, which gentle tempers labour to cool. = 
The other broken Party of the diſſatisfied and complaining Family; 
are nat ſo well agreed as ic were to be deſired ; but they differ more in 
Accidentals than Subſtagtials from one another. Some of them will 
coaſcnt to an Impoſed Form of Prayer, and all toDecency and Qrder, 
as nec in Chriſtian Aſſembliss ; and,in a word, to all that is con- 
tained in the General Rules and Lawsof Chriſt, and rationally deda- 
ced from them, as far as they do underſtand. They all ſabmic to an 
Epi of Primitive Inſtitution and Limitation, with the due 
ciſe of Diſcipline ; and they that cannot agree 80 the ſame 
Form of Government, are for maintaining Peace and Love under dif- 


ferent Forms, and they yield enough to have made them Miniſters in 


the Apoſtles days, and afcer. They ſay, tis truc, that to us there is 
but one Lawgiver, and that is Chriſt ; and they will teach whatſoever 
he hath commanded them : os hold that his Laws are ſufficient for 
the Government of the Church ; that the Church muſt be ſubje& 
to Chriſt; thather Power, as Proteant Writers have maintained, is 
only miniſterial under him ; that all Power is ſeated ſtill in Him, and 
not made over by Him to any other z that the Churches Power is not 
deciſive, ( for ab efetts they argue, that Controyerſies have not been 
decided, by any that have ingroſſed the Name of the Church) but de. 
clarative, and fo far binding, as the Reaſons are cogent and divine. 
They acknowledge the King's Supremacy, asit hath heen declared by 
former Learned Writers, againſt the Roz: oniſts, and Uſur- 
pers of that Sovereign Right : - [ as by Nowel againſt Dorman, Rai- 
nolds conference with Hart, King James, and many more ] They af- 
ſert a Liberty which Chriſt hath given them, and cannot ſubject them- 
ſelves, as the Seryants of men, inthe Things of God. 

They offer to aſſent to all the Eſſentials of the Chriſtian Faith, to 
obſerve all the Ordinances of Chriſt, and part of his Worſhip, 
and Decency and Order in the W of God, as was faid before ; 
and, in ſhort, do ſay, Shew us but what the Apoſtles Rule was, and 
-we,will walk, according to it, and, as far a we have attained, be of one 

Bur then, they can never yield to declare an unfeigned Aſent and 
'Confent to-Laws, Rubricks, and Ceremonies, that are ſignificant.ofany 
Grace, or obligatory to any Duty of the Covenant of Grace, or to 

federa % 


- make Ceremonies. tSigns, tho not Seals ; nor the ny Hs 
Po- 
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' Aorrypha, and nepleCting Canonical Scripture, and other things, 
_— - them have ſpokenof at large, and cannot be repeat wh 
lace, They profeſs, and we may believe them, that they quarrel 
not becauſe they may not be Lords and Biſhops, or that othersare fo 
promoted ; they declare, it is no grief to them, if the Magiſtrate or 
Legal Patrons, beſtow the Revenues-of the Chuech upan whom they 
pleaſe, and are legally qualified. according to the Conſtitution. They 
only beg the uſe of that Liberty of their Conſciences to Preach and 
Worſhip God according, to the Primitive 'Rule, and Simplicity ; and 
thit they may not be Ejected and Excommunicated, and forced-ro 
beg their Bread, becauſe they cannot conſent to what they canmor be- 
lieve, nor vow againſt their Duty. 

The danger 0 giving them aToleration, while they remain, Dems 
ters, is ſtrongly ſuggeſted, from the multiplication of Papi/ts, Sogrnes 
ans, and Few, as the effedt of the Toleration in.the Netherlands. | 

But two w_ may be replyed ; 1. Widenthe Ferms, which may 
be done with ſafety to the ch, and there will be no need of a To- 
leration, they will be incorporated with vs. 2. Therecan be no ſuch 
danger from Chriſtians of the ſame Faith, and ſubſtantial Worſhip, 
but of different accidental 'Modes, as from Socinians, Papiits, Jews, 
ofa contrary Faith and Worſhip. _ And _—_ cannot be'askind and 
liberal to Natives, indulging a Liberty to them in fmall things, as we 
are to French, Dutch, and Lutherans, do not know. | 

I have repreſented the Diviſions of this moſt famous. Charch of 
Shan with the exaCtneſs of a Hi#torien, or a Moderator, but as beſt 

iting with a Man in haſte and trouble. And, here's enough to moye 
the honeſt and faithful Juſtices to arbitrate Differences, and command 
the Peace. Nothing elſe will do, nor any other Menſo likely to com- 
poſe the Difference as they. For Prayers innumerable have been 
made to God; whoacts by means in ſettlements of Peace and- Or- 
der : therefore we muſt pray men too. The different | 
Parties will not agree. The Commiſſioners * dif- . * I»the Sayoy, 
puted, and both carrytd the Cauſe, The Ejeted an.1662,comm/: 
humbly petitioned the Biſhops for Peace , they ſioned by theKing, 
would not hear them. And what Arguing, Preach- | 
A, hath been ever ſince! Some Reverend Sons of the Church, 
in love to Peace, and fear of Enemies, have earneſtly called and ex- 
horted the Diſſenting Ejected Brethren to come and unite, to come 
into the preſent Conſtitution, as ſafeſt, as ſtrongeſt, as beſt, &c. But 
if they could not come in at the Narrow Door, eighteen years ago, 
'N and 
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andtheDoor as narrow {till as it was then,and there be the ſame Crofs- 
bars laid acroſs, as were then, to keep them out, to what purpoſe is 


Chriſtis in the ſame Ship, and they are as ſafe as any other. They 
may clearly plead, they could have conformed at firſt, upon better 
worldly terms than now ; they might have ſaved what they have loſt, 
and got their ſhare with others :- to come now to conform, when all 
Places are full, and not _— for numerous Expectants, and when 
there is nothing for them wichout tedions waiting, and if their Judg- 
ments and Conſciences could not enter then, how can they now ? Un- 
leſs their Heads have voided all their Reaſons, and ſo are grown leſs, 
or that Cuſtome hath made the Entrance ſmoother for them. Learn- 
edand Worthy Men have written for and againſt, and are they gained 
over to one another ? If chey are, it is more than they will confeſs. 
The-one writes the Miſchief of Separation ; the other denies the Charge 
and Proof ; and another throws back the Miſchief, with a Mſchief of 
1mpoſitions: and many Swords are drawn by Seconds, too many bitter 
words for the Children of the ſame Heavenly Father, that are called 
to One, even tothe One Hope of their Calling. The one writes, You 
are guilt of Schiſm : and the other ſays, Who made it ? — . My Bow- 
els, my Bowels O thou the Prince of Peace, makg Peace in thy own 
Houſe, Family and Kingdom; make of theſe twain, One Body, and let 
there be no _— in it : as-they are made One Body, in One, 
the ſame Breaſt-plate of Faith, in the ſame Girdle of Truth; fo let 
them be ſhod with the Shoes of the Goſpel of Preparation of Peace, 
and let not one hinder another to run, but cauſe both to walk in the 
ſame Path, to-put on Charity, and to have the ſame mind that was in 
thee. 
Methinks it were but fit for us, who weekly petition our good Lord 

to deliver us from all Uncharitableneſs, from all Falſe Doftrine, Hereſie 
and Schiſm, out of a Spirit of Love ( if the Peace of God rule in our 
Hearts) upon” our -Knees to petition our Goyernours for our Bre- 
threns Enlargement, and reunion with us, that they my not lye un- 
der the Cenſvres and Reproaches of open Sinners, nor lye under the 
Imputation of Schi/-, and other Suſpitions, and be the ſubject of 
{corn to every Papiſtical Scribler, and many other Miſchiefs and Slan- 
ders : - But there being no hope-of that, {et every man do his part for 
healing of the Breaches. And therefore I cannot but ask my Supe- 
riours Pardon to handle a tender Point indeed, even to recommend 
the Caſe of my Reverend Brethren the Nonconformiſts, to the good 
Gpinion, and charitable thoughts of them that can help with one Act, 
to 


the Exhortation ? Is there a great. Storm coming ? They think that 
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to decide what a thonfand Volamns cannot. TI would not, if poſſible, 
be miſunderſtood; I am for Unity and Conformity, but noc ſuch an 
Uniformity as hinders Uniry, by turning theChurch into a Party. Iam 
not.a partial Hyper-aſdiſtes, they can beſt manage their Cauſe, as beſt 
knowing their own Mind, neither have they been wantingto it; Nor 
ſhall I give my Mothef, the Church,an unbeſeeming word ; but yet be- 
tween the Judicious, Holy and Peaceable part of Fathers and Bre- 
thren of it, and the Faftion-making Aſpiring-Party, 1 cannot but di- 
ſtinguiſh.Indeed theſe call rhemſelves [ the Church] but by monopoliz- 
ing the Chnrch, and ingroſling the Goods of the Church, if they could; 
they have no greater ſhare of the true Spirit of the Catholick Church, 
than their deſpiſed Brethren, commonly called Sch:/maticks by them. 
Theſe are ſupra or Tranſ-Conformiſts,that keep theRule of Conformiry 
much as they do their Reſidence. Theſe Men are NonconformiFts too, 
25 [could ſhew in ſome conſiderable particulars, and are a Rabrick, to 
themſelves. But my buſineſs is not to accuſe them ; but ſeeing the 
moſt are Non-conformifts, either above or under the Rule, ( a Rule, 
if ſtritly kept at all times,in all Offices, where were a Mans Prudence ? 
and-if a Man hath no Prudence to uſe, or may not uſe it, he is very 
unfit to be a Miniſter in the Church of God) I am for the calling of 
more /Vonconformiits into the Company, and for making Noncoxfor- 
miſts Conformiſts, 

Our b!-:T:d Saviour, in the Parable, compares himſelf to an Houſ- 
holder, going a far Journey, that gave Authority to his Servants, and 
to every Man his Work, .and commanded . the Porter to watch ; and 
when he went, he left Peace as a Legacy z My Peace I leave with you. 
Bur, alas! how few have ſought to get and keep that Legacy, or to 
do their Work ? We, may with ſorrow look into it, and find it, in 
his abſence, a moſt broken and divided Houſe, In it we ſhall find two 
ſorts of Children, all by the ſame Father, but not as if all of a Mother : 
The Elder and the Greater combine, make a mighty Party, and they 
even rule the Mother. Theſe have the beſt of every thing, and ſnatch 
what the others had, or ſhould have, and part all as they pteaſe among 
themſelves, and uſe their poor Brethren no-better than if they were 
Baſtards. Theſe complain, and entreat, and beg : bur if they beg, 
they are not regarded ; if they complain, they are peeviſh, diſcontent 
ed, and undeſerving of better than to be turned out of doors ; if a 
Man pities them, and pleads for them, he is one of them. 
The greater ſay, Theſe pceviſh whining Children are dilobedient to 
our Mother, vex her Bowels out, hinder all Government and Llniformi- 
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ty ; if it were not for them, how happy would it be with us! But why 
can tell, but, the great Ones may fall out among themſelves ? The 
Ejected have written, pleaded their Cauſe, drawn up their Caſe, and 
petitioned, but to what purpoſe ? Toas much as a Man that hath x 
good Right to a part of an Inheritance, but polleſſed by an: elder Bro. 
ther, who thinks he can [nr 199 for all, and plead Poſſeſſion and Lay, 
beſides that, his Freinds ing Judges in the Court have given it him: 
This- poor younger Brother has but a weak Purſe, few Friends, and 
what doth he but remonſtrate, open his Caſe to many, and to his elder 
Brother,with humble Entreaties ? But becauſe he doth not go to Plow, 
or a begging, or go to ſome Corners of the Land, or to ſome For- 
reignPlantation, he is rated as a troubleſom Fellow, factious and query- 
lous, and knows-not what he would have. Poſleſſors are deaf to Petitio- 
ners. He that would recover his Right mult go to Law for it,or loſe 
except a little:Alms, and that mult be taken as Pure Kindneſs , with- 
out pretence of Right or deſert. | 
There were a Company of Juſtices that ſate long upon the Bench, 
and theſe firſt made an-Order for Miniſters to come in Bond to certain 
Duties,or elſe they diſcharge the Pariſhes of them,and turn them out of 
doors, Many. hundreds refuſed to give In their Bonds,upon which they 
were turnedout of their Houſes and Pariſhes ; and by an after Order, 
” they were not to come within five miles of any Corporation, that ſent 
Burgeſſes to Parliament,or of their own laſt Abodes ; forbidding them 
thereby any Employment in Corporations, to get their Livings, or the 
Charity of their former good Neighbours, if they had any. Theſe and 
their Familles are up and dowa the Nation, indeed, no better eſteem- 
ed, which is a ſhame to tell, than Vagrants, by too many, yea, unfit to 
live. | 
Now foraſmuch as they may be very uſeful,it would be anACt worthy 
your place, to move the Honourable Bench of Juſtices,that never liked 
that rigorous Order, in Mercy and Juſtice to take the Caſe of theſe 
ejected Miniſters to conſideration ; and by another Order to capacitate 
themto dwell and labour in any City, Town Corporate, Village, and 
Pariſh whatſoever, any thing in any Law or Statute to the contrary not 
withſtanding. I make bold to preſent theſe following Particulars to 
you,with Truth and Charity that you. may be ſo moved towards them, 
1, Their Sufferings. 
2. The Hardneſs of their Caſe. 
3, The Reaſonablenels and Equity of.many of their Deſires and 


Propoſals. 
4. Qta- 
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4. Qualifications, and worth of their Perſons. 
. Their Bchaviour. 
6, The Concluſion. 

I. Their Sufferings. And they admit of various Aggravations, accor- 
ding to their various Circumſtances. Some of them were Fellows of 
Colledges,and not otherwiſe preferred,in the heat of their Scudies;and 
thereby, together with their Preferments and Livelihoods, loſt what 
could not be fecompenſed ta them; their Opportunities for learned 
Studies, and their lncreaſe of Abilities, which is an ineſtimable Loſe 
to any good and ſtudious Man. It was a Trial to ingenious Mzn, to be 
turned our of their Fellowſhips, (their little Regalities) and become 
Chaplains or Schoolmaſters, for ten or twenty Pound per Arnnum. And 
their.is a difference in a Man's Entertainment, when he is courted and 
invited into a Family, or 097 rs, and when his Neceſlicy drives // 
him; and his Entertainment looks more like a Courtelie, gr a Charity 
than a Rewafd. 

Others had but a little Time of Settlement in their Country- Pre- 
ferments,to lay up any thing for themſelves and Families. The more 
conſcientious the Miniſters are, the more apt to marry young, chuſing 
rather to caſt themſelves double upon the Providence 0 God. than ſin 
ina ſingle Life ; honeſt Marriage: being honourable, though attended 
with honeſt poverity. And the moſt of their Ejeors, being ſingle 
Perſons, and having eaten the Cream of Preferments in their ri 
Times, had little conſideration towards great and ſmall Families. Iin- 
decd as many as had treaſured up Faich in God, and his Promiſes, had 
enough to huld out their Pilgrimage * But if God was ſo kind, as to 
give them Faith to live by, they were unkind, that would force them 
to that noble kind of Life. If God had given them Grace, care ſhould 
have been taken to find them Work. But God did not caſt them out of 
their Work, nor out of his Zare : He. became their Patron whom Men 
ejected, and preſented them, ſome toPlaces always vacant, dark, and 

lected; and others he preferred from Countrey-Villages, tSTowns 
and Cities. One Inſtance comes into my Mind, of Mr, Edward Law- 
rence of Baſce-Church in Shropſkire, ( a worthy Preacher ) turned 
out with a Wife and many Children, who being asked how he did in- 
tend to live? Made Anſwer, The S:xth Chapter of Matthew mnſt main: 
tain me, my Wife and Children, and it is enough for ws all. Qr words to 
this effect ; and ſo he'found it- true : And being driven out of the 
Countrey by the Rigors of ſome Men, his double EjeCtion, the firlt, 
gut of his Pariſh, the ſecond, out of the Countrey, made way cn 
C 2 ctile- 
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Settlement in Zondow, whither- he was forced. And ſuch Reafons as 
theſe may be given, why many of the Nenconformiſts reſort to Lon. 
don, and other Towns, which 1s imputed to them by ſome, as a Fault 
of Ambition, or worſe. 

Others, how far ſoever grown in years, and deſirous of Reſt in the 
Work of Chriſt, muſt out of their quiet Quarters, colligere Sarcing, 
remove their Beds, and be gone, and fſcll their Books, And what mg- 
ny of them have ſuffered ſince, is not my part to aggravate. God hath 
taken care of many, and given them Food and Rayment, and Work 
at their Peril and Coſt. And others, beſides the Hardſhips of Imprj- 

y ſonments, Chargeablencſs of many Re- 

As may be ſeen in the moves, have lived by their Induſtry, by 

| Narratives in the laſ} their Labours, eyen of their hands, a very 
Plea. hard and pinching Life, as I donbt not, is 
very well known to-many of all Qualities. 

I know iffis objeCted, that many live better than ever hey did ; get 
Hundreds per annum, keep Coaches, &e, 

I anſwer, I do not think there are any Non-conformiſts in the Land, 
but will quit what they have for what they had, without ſeeking Con- 
ſiderations for Loſſes. 2. If ſome that.can graze upon a bare Com- 
mon, have a little Fleſh, and ſome. Wool upon their Backs ; others 
have waſted their Patrimonies, and real Eſtates. It is their Wiſdom 
to ſet the beſt face on*t,to ſhew they are not diſcouraged in their Con- 
ditions, that they may not appear to beg as they go along, to keep 
themſelves from Contempt, and other Prudential Conſiderations. 
4+. I wiſh ſome had better Feet and Legs,than to be carryed in Coaches; 
L am glad they can keep, hire, or borrow, whatever others are, 

Others may object the Sufferings of the Royal Party, and many 
worthy Divines, into whoſe Places many of the now Ejedted violently 
entred. 

Anſw. Mercurius Rufticue ſaith enough to-make a Man's Heart 
bleed. *I would not dimiaiſhthoſe Sufferings,by enlarging theſe ; Iam 
ſorry for both, for either :: but if L may uſe my Freedom, without Of- 
fence toany, inthis afflifting Point, I humbly offer : 1. It is probe- 
ble, that many hundreds now Ejected, were not men in thoſe Evil 
Days, therefore got guilty. 2. There was a Proviſion of a fifth 
part for the Wifes of theEjzCted then, there is none for theſe. 3.Who 
can anſwer for the Violences and Injuſtice of Actions in a Civil War ? 
Thoſe Sufferings were in a Time of general Calamity, but theſe were 
ejected, not only in a time of Peace, but a Time of Joy to « 7 
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Land, and after an A of Oblivion, when all pretended to be recon- 
ciled, and to be made Friends, and to whoſe common rejoycing theſe 
ſaffering Miniſters had contributed their earneft Prayers, and great 
Endeavours, Many Miniſters in the Church are poor, in poor Livings, 
in poor Curacies, yet are preferred above, or equal to their Merits : 
many are poor through their Prodigality and fuperfiuous Wigs and , 
Habits. Many Men of Worth are kept low, by reaſon of Pluralities, 7 
and Engroſſers that live at caſe, that have not a Heart to labour, nor 
give _ Labourers their Hire. Theſe are Grievances that call for 
Redrefs. 

It is objeted, That they ſuffer rhrough their own Faults, they ſuffer 
for Diſobedrence to a Law. 

Anſw. 1do carneſtly interrogate, Can cither thoſe that Voted fur 
that Bill, or they who uſed all Power and Art to procnre thoſe Votes 
to paſs it into an Act, ſay from their Conſciences ? That it was Con- 
ſcience towards God that oblieged them tot ; that if they had not 
put into the old Conformity, the new Additions, they had ſinned 
againſt Jeſus Chriſt, and their Faithfulneſs to Him ? If they can, then 
I query, If that be not an erronious Conſcience ? And then the Queſti- . 
on ſo often thrown upon the Nonconformiſts, of the obligation of an 
erring Conſcience, may be retorted upon the Impoſers, by indifferent 
judicious Men. If they cannot ſay fo, then they might put the Queſti- 
on to their own Souls, whether they have not ſinned in procuring ſuck 
things to be impoſed, as tend to the temporal Hurt and Ruine of many 
Families, and the great Detriment to the Church of Chriſt, if not by 
the Loſs of the publick and profitable Labours of many able Miniſters, 
yet by the Diviſions that have broken in upon us by theſe Impoſitions 
and their denying ſubmiſſion to them ? It nearly concerns Governors 
ofthe Church, to weigh the Neceſſity of their Impoſitions, as it doth 
others to weigh, whether they may act, or refuſe to aft according to 
them  : For if they rigorouſly extend their Power beyond the Lines, 
to the hinderance of the Goſpel, they fin againſt Chrift. Caution and 
Tenderneſs muſt therefore be ufed. If all theſe things,and every one of 
them, be neceſſary to be enjoined and practiſed, for the Peace and 
Union, and Edification of the Church of God, then they condemn theic 
predeceſſors of Omiſſion of what was neceſſary, and contradit what 
they declare concerning ſome of theſe things, that they are alterable, 
and indifferent in themſelves. And if ever any Time ſince their ] 
ſition might require the Change of them, or laying them aſide, that 
Time when they were anew enjoined, and now they are required, 
might 
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might excuſe it, for many FE.caſons that are ready at hand. 
Again, ſome ſay, Iris theic Fau)t that they ſuffer. But who muſt be 
Judges of that ? Their own Conſciences,or they who 
Of this after- cond : them? They are as Confident it was not their 
wards. Fault, but their Duty, and roundly write, either they 
that impoſe, or they that refuſe, ſin grivouſly ; plead 
their Forbearance as no Sin, but a Duty. O moſt unhappy Conteſt and 
ſtrait! when either Party muſt greivouſly ſin againſt God. Certainly 
our bleſſed Law-giver, Chriſt, never made ſuch a Law, as tends in the 
execution of it, to the Turt of any of his Subjects and Miniſters, or to 
ſtop the Encreaſe and Progreſs of the Goſpel : And who can juſtify any 
rticular Law, or Condition.of Communion, that is but a Stumbling- 
block inthe way of any, thatare paſt being Babes, and otherwiſe in- 
ſtruQted to bis Kingdom, [ED 

The general Rules of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, were given to accom- 
modate the Differences between Jews and Gentiles, to end the Strife 
to give eaſe to the Conſcience, ſilence their uncharitable Cenſures, and 
heal their Breaches about things indefferent ; and not to determine 
for one againſt another, with Penalties. St. Auſtin, was grieved to 
ſee the T ranſygreſſion of a Ceremony to be more ſeverely reprehended, 
then the Tranſpreſlion of God's Law, ©c. ſaith Reyerened Mr. Fobr 
Loya, in his Treatiſe of Epiſcopacy, pag. 53. Can any of the Impoſers 
take the Comfort of their own Impoſitions, and ſay they have Peace 
and Comfort in the things for which learned and holy Men do 
Tuffer? Or if it were to do again, I would do no leſs? Then all I'le ſay 
more isthis, Then bleſſed AC of Uniformity ! which brings Comfort 
to them that made or procured it, and to them that ſuffer by it alſo ! 
Comfort from the Cauſe of other Mens great Sufferings, and the great 
Loſs to Souls, mult be rare indeed ! 

Conſider theſe Sufferings of the Ejected. They ſuffer really in their 
outward Eſtates, intheir Freedoms, in their Dangers, being obnoxzous 
to the Canons, as far as to Excommunication, to the Temporal Laws, 

* fo the loſs of Goods and liberty in their Names, and Honours, as 
counted diſobedient, fa&tious, fanatical ; they are the Objects of Vi- 
Tulence and Dirt, and often Proſccuted as intolerable. Theſe are 
great Sufferings, and a ſafe way to be redreſſed, is worthy the Wiſdom 
and Tenderneſs of Authority. © I am fure, ſaith the Learned Dr, 
« Srilling-fleet, it 1s contrary to the Primitive _—_ and the Mode- 
© ration then uſed, to ſuſpend or deprive Men of their Miniſterial 

ff unCctions, for not conſenting to Habits, Geſtures, and the like. Jren. 
P« 64» Rule 4. | T hen 
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Then next let me conſider what the Cafe is; and if it will to 
he a hard Caſe, it calls for the more ſpeedy and effeCtual Relief : And 
this is the next thing I humbly offer to prove. 


1, The Caſsof the Ejefted Miniſters is really a hard Caſe, 
And 1 will endeavour the Proof of it in two things. 


1. Shewing what. is required of them. 
2, The Penalties for not doing what is required, 


1, The things required of them are either, 


1. Eccleſiaſtical. 
2. Political and mixed with a Caſe of Conſcience, in the two De- 
_ clarations they are bound by Law to make. | 

Firſt, The E ccleſiaſtical Part oftheir Subſcriptionsand Declarations 
( For brevity ſake I will paſs the old Conformity. ) They are bound to 
declare their unfeigned Aſſent and Conſent, &c. Fn 

That this is heavy InjunRtion in it ſelf, though abundance of us have , 
made little ofit ; for ſome _ Teeth can eat the hardeſt Cruſt, ” 
but it is Cruſt for all that. It is hard for any Man, 

1. To aſſent and conſent te any thing of another Man's Opinion 
and Judgment, except firſt he that gives the Aſſent have as throughly 
ſtudied, and doth as clearly perceive the things, as he doth that- re- 
quires the Aſſent. To aſſent to ſome things, will not paſs in this caſe, 
it muſt be'to all and every thing. What Parliament-Man will aſſent + 
to any Bill, except he firſt be ſatisfied in the reaſon of it? &c. 

Or, 2. Except he that requires the Aſſent and Conſent, have a de- 
gree of Infallibility, or be endowed with an abſolute uncontroulable 
Power, _ whom no Scruple, no Objettion, or Debate, can or 
ought to be made, 

3. Would not every Practitioner in Phyſick think it hard, that he 
muſt ſubſcribe Aſſent and Conſent to all and every thing contained in, 
and preſcribed by the London Diſpenſatory, and uſe no other ? Would 
not the Judges in the Courts at Weſtminſter, think it hard to declare 
their Aiſent and Confent to alland everything in the Statutes and Laws 
of England, and not endeavour any Alteration ? And why is it not 
hard for ns, to ſubſcribe to all and every thing contained in a Book of 
Divine Worſhip, not compoſed by a Divine infallible Spirit ? Can 
more 
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more be required to the Scriptures or cleareſt Point of Doftrine or 
aith? 


Sence of the Declaration. If the Words were clear, and caſie for the 
Underſtanding and Will to digeft, there needed no Toft Conſtructions 
to help them down. It coſt all, that are careful what paſs their hands, 
ſome thoughts to make them eaſie. And had it not been for that one 
word, Uſe, and the help of that, it would have ſtuck with many, that 
are as great Pillars of the Chruch as any in it, in their ſtations and de- 

grees. The various Conſtructions of the Forms 


Nonconformiſts //are impartially given by the Reverend Mr. Baxter 

Plea for peace, ' I ſhall not run out to defend either the rigorous or 

P- 158, &c. milder ConſtruCtions, ' but ſhew that the Caſe of 

Diſſenters is hard, and indeed of all Conformiſts, 
that muſt take the Words without Salvo's, or elſe muſt fall under the 
Cenſure of Hypocriſie, and doing more Hurt by conforming, than if 
they had not conformed. Ic ishard to lay the Streſs of many Parts of a 
Declaration, as fully and diſtintly expreſs'd, as the Wic of ſevere 
Men could word them, upon one general teas a It is a hard Con- 
ſtru&ion of affirmative Propoſicions, or Parts of a poſitive Declarati- 
on, to be explained in a privative or negative Senſe ; yet ſowe find 
them ſmoothed,and rolled up in Liquoryſh,that they may paſs the nar- 
roweſt Throats. I ſhall take the Pains to tranſcribe two ConſtruRi- 
ons, of two Excellent Men, which may be taken next to a publick Senſe 
and ConſtruCtion, eſpecially the one of them, who was the moſt learn- 
ed and rarely tempered, Biſhop Reynolds, inhis Sermen of Moderati- 
Lon before the Houſe of Pears, Novemb.7. 1666. a Day of Solemn Humi - 
"batian for the Peſtilence, pag. 24. *And truly it is an Honour which 
« Learned Men owe to one another, toallow Liberty of Diſſent in Mat- 
* ters of meer Opinion, ſalve compage Fides, ſalvo vineulo Charitatis,ſal- 
© va Pace Ecileſie (for theic three, Faith, Love, and Peace, are ſtill to be 
© preſerved; ) ſoit is a Charity which good Men owe to one another 
* upon the ſame Salvs's, to bear with the Infirmities of each other, not 
© ro judge,or deſpiſe,or ſet at naught our Brethen; as uſeleſs and inconſi- 
© derable Perſons : But whom God 1s pleaſed to receive into his: Favour 
© not to caſt them out of ours. This Latitude, and Moderation of 
Judgment;ſome learn'dMen have taken the freedom to extend,even to 
the Caſe of Subſcriptions by Law required. © The learned Authour of 
© the Book called, 4 anſwer ro Charity maintained, and the late learn- 
*£d Primate of Armazh, Arch Biſhop Bramball(and quotes their Words 
© 10 


4+ It.is hard, as appears by the Qualifications and Mitigations of the- | 
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5n the Margent,which are theſe) For the Chruch of England, T am per” 

' <rpadedghat the conſtant Doftrine of it is ſo Pure and Orthodox that who-. 
© ſoever believes it,and lives according to it undowbtealy ſhall be ſaved ; and 

| that there is no Error in it, which may neceſſitates or warrant any Man to 

cdifturb the Peace, or renounce the Communion. This in mine Opinion is 
«ll attended by Subſcription —— The Words of the Arch-Buſhop are 
«theſe ; We do not ſuffer any Man to rejett the Thirty Nine Articles of the 
& Church if England at his Pleaſure, yet neither do we look upon them as / 
6 Eſſentials of ſaving Faith, or Legacies of Chriſt and his Apoſtles ;, but in 
© 8 EAN, AS Proms Opinions, fitted for the Perſervation of Unity : Neither 
6 do we believe any Man to believe them, but onely not to contradtt 
6 them. 

This Sermon being printed upon requeſt of the Lords, Ith this 
moderate Expoſition of Subſcription, (: as it was aimed at by emp 
Preacher, I believe ) might paſs for approved by the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and be next to a legal authentick Sence of all things re- 
quired by Law : For if Subſcription of Articles be in ſo laxea Sence, 

, much more, to ſome of the other things. But Mr. Baxter, who hath 
as good reaſon to know as any one Man,' hath daſhed this Conceit ; for 
he writes, that when the Lords would have pur in this Proviſo, To the 
= of the Book,the Houſe of Comnions refuſed it,and the Lords acqui- 
ced in their reaſons given in at a Conference about it.Ubs ſuprayp.160, 
The other Expoſitor of onur Declaration, which I ſhall produce, is + 
the Reverend Dr. Stillingfleet, Dean of St. Paul's, who ſhines as a 
Star in.our Firmament,:and in -regard of his own great Reaſon, and 
Acquaintance with other great Mens thoughts, may direCt the Courſe 
of fluuating Coaſters, that look for a ſate Landing-place, and ſure 
footing, before they Proceed in the Service of the Church. 
In his late'controverted Sermon, among other ſharp Re- AM5chief of 
fletions upon his Friend, Mr. Bexter,he hath theſe words, Separation 
Pag. 49. It is a bard Caſe with a Church, when Men ſhall 
fer their Wits to ſtrain every thing to the worſt Sence, to ſtretch Laws be- 
yond the Intention and Deſign of them, to gather together all the doubtful 
and obſcure Paſſages in Calendars, Tranſlations, &c. And will not di-+ 
ftingusſh berwixe the Approbation of the Uſe, and of the Choice of things 3 
for upon ſuch Terms as thoſe. Men think to juſtifie the per ſent Diviſeens. 
1 much queſtion, whether if they proceed in ſuch a manner, they can hold 
Communzon with any Church in the Chriſtian World. | 
So far he. From which Words, I make bold to- infer, (and if 1 
an too bold,l do ſerioully ask his pardon) 1. ]t ſeems to me that he li- 
akavial D | mits 


ey 
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mits the {ence of the Declaration of one and Conſent; tothe Scope 
and intebtion of the Lawymhich is 20,the w/e of the Book, and-all thing 
in it., 2...That a man way.aſent and conſent eo. the uſe of thofe things, 
whicks Man would net, or: doth not chooſe, if-left to his. choice and 
liberty«/3. Here is'a'blot eaſt by his Elegant Pen, at leaft / won 
ſome of the things contained in; and poeicubonly the Book, as things 
not to be choſen, but only to beuſed by conſtraint, 4. An Inpeach- 
ment=gaiaſtrhe Contrivers and ExaCters of Conformity,for gequiring 
Aſcent and\Copſent ro af, ——__ thing (not making a difieretice) 
conteinced i, &c. which ſuch excellent Men asthe Dean is, wouldnec 
chooſezif left to his choice z and fo their meaning comes to this: 1 will 
uſe this Book ( and all things to be uſed in -1 ſuch as they are. ; 5, If 
Que rs ſhall, from their great Wiſdom and Compaſſion to a 
moſt diyided Church, alter the terms of Commynian and Conformity, 
and vntete the Gasment which, xs made too ſtrait.for the Body,-which 
faints, bewg ſtraitly laced -- then no man ,muſt be offended at the 
Reverend Dear, or any other that conformed in-this large ſenſe, if 
they difaſe the things now in uſe, and fall in with fach things as may 
like themas well, or better. 6. 1: infer, ;agd retort: ( which is ta-my 
putzpoſeÞ]that'it is a-hard Caſe with a Chureb;/wbet Men ſhall ſtrain 
thets:Witsto frame Declarations under fuch ſeverg Penalties, to Paſſa- 
gesthatare doubrful and obſcure, and capable of an ill.ſence, that we 
muſt tnrn to Kalendars te find out Leſfons m the Apoorypha, that have 
Canonical Leſſons. enough, to;ufe.other Tranſlations than the laſt and 
beſt, &c.. But Mr-Baxrer doth inftance:in; other things; as well as Ka- 
lenders and Tranſlations; and IIS Communion with the 
Church, as it is; and would muchrather,'if thoſe Paſſages ( which the 
Learned Dean. calls 'apwbrfurl and obſcure) were not impoſed, and is 
Catholick” enough to hold Communion with any Chriſtian Church, 
that. hatlznot corrupted the;Eſlentials of Chriſtian Worſhip. | 
The ſecond Derlaration-and-Subfcription contains Matter Political 
and mived; which 18, Vor'torake' up Armes, &c. athing eaſily conſent- 
edto. Ido confefs that there have been fair Explications and Limitati- 
- 00s publiſhed to make this gain Aſſent :: but yet it is hard, unleſs all 
men could attain to the ſame ſence;. and thoſe Explications. are not 
{known to abundance. that ſubſcribe and: declare, and ſo promiſeand 
fwear in the dark, ti totes 

1 cannot enter inta Particulars, neither do I determine. againſt it, 
tat only tranſiently ſhew the Excuſableneſs of them who cannot de- 
ckre theſe things (altho.they do not refuſe it fromany —_—_— of 
DilloyaL 
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Piftoyalty or FaRion) and that from this undeniable Conſideration 
and Argument: That which allthe Art, and Wir, and Intereft of 
ſome Mea 52 great Place and Power in the Houſe of Lords, could gag 
to paſs, but was oppoſed with that Clearnefs, and Cogency of 
Reaſon and Reſolution, as if chey wear; ſaving a__ By 4" 
Nation, by reGſting the Teſt, which could yot |. ' Inthe and 
paſsiaro a Bill, muit needs be hard to be impoſed frong ebate a- 
upon Miniſters, And itis not improbable, but bow cheTzf, 167. 
thatnoble Oppoſition gave the greateſt Repulſe 
to a dangerous Delign,long carried on to ſubvert the Government, un- 
der a Pretence to preſerveit,as it 1s, 48 all its Parts and Circumſtances. 
And the joiat Oppoſition of ſome Popilh Lords agaitiſt the Telt, doth 


; not at all abate the trength of this Reaſon; for they having a cruefl 


D:fign, deftruftive of this Frame, could not ehuſe but oppoſe a Teſt, 
my was pretended to preſerve it unalterably as it is, both in refpect 
the Perſons that govern.in the Throne, Chruch ang State, and ingits 
preſent Conſtitution, And whereas many things have bzen carried on, 
as:tho;to Preventithe comming of ſuch a Year 2s that athaddy' Porty 
awe ; yet. really there have been great Endeavours uſed, to bring us 
aader the Obligation which ſome brought upon us in the Year Forey.z # 
I, mean the Er. cena Oath, leaving outthe £e.cetera ic ſelf, and un- 
dex 2,colour-to preſerye ys from 2,Loug Parliament of the Complexi- 
onal Far one;Proteſtation;and Covenant,and War, gave Ranbrage ty 
a fearful Plot, to bring us-nnder a Papal Slavery, introduced by bloody 
Maſlacres. Ang.who takl'd more of Forty oxe, than ſome that are of 
late diſcovered to be-Trecherouy, and haying profefled to be Sons of 
our Church, commirted:;Forgieation, with Rome, who had almoſt gone 
WM hergyll-Time, readyitobe deliveredpt.a Pope, [1.40 
and-had.calledthe /Midmife angt many Ladigs;to-che - Cehiers 
Labour, beſpoken Nurſes and Gollipsy and Chojce x 
of Fathers, to Arrechriften-the Manſtes with the.Name of Catholick 
Chruch, with all the, Ceremonies of the Maſs ?:Some of the eminenc 
Nopcoptormiſts he willing to>declear:theirdeteſtation.of Diſloyaly 
£y, were taken withyhe Deglaration: ſent,gur.after the Oxford Oath, or 
Eve mule Aft; beigg made believethat.that;Explicationwasſſent forth 
Good Antherity yetmany ſmelling-what was intended, were re- 
; olyedto.yenture their own'\private loſs of ;Libecty, by aſſerting the 
Publick, Liberty, and-(as things pow appear). the Governmeurt ows 
thena kindpeſs ;. andthe Noble:Lords:and: Commons; (that under- 
2 tngmletyes, and:theenereaſing Perils) immorgal thanks for their 
ealpnable Aftivity to aan ſtrong and ancient Government: 
- Bot 
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"'" But firſt, we the Guides of Cont 
of our Loyalty, to the antient Oaths ; as if they were not ſtrong 
. enough to keep us honeſt : next, the Officers in Corporations : an 
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Jeſties Meſſage about 


Tangier, Nov. 29, 
1680. wherein they 
inform his Majeſty 
of Popiſh Officers 
that paſſed the Muſt- 
ers, without taking 
the Tet againft Po: 


pery, and about fif- 


ed to. known Par 
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4 , s #] the Church. 
ty Compmi pie oi 5. ways. _ it was as'bad to many, 


ations ruſt ſuper-a80" that Tep 


laſtly, if the Parliament had ſubmitted to je, we 
might have ſeen ſuch Commiſſioned, abuſing his 
Name and Authority, to deſtroy his Perſon, and 
cut our Throats, having firſt tied all our hands. 

The fecond Particular follows. 

II, Conſider the Penalties to be inflicted upon 
ſuch as will not conform. 
- +1," They who were in the Miniſtry, muſt be 
divorced from- thoſe, whom they had Baptized 
and Eſponſed to Chriſt, among whom they had 
Iaboured ; and their Remove was to the ſhak- 

of many Chri#tians, and to the great harm 

1 will inſtance only theſe three , 
as the 
change of a Nurſe to a weakly Child. (I will ask 
no pardon for the Compariſon, it being Apoſto- 
ca) Seconaly, It was efttough to make many 


ſtagger, and call in queſtion all thoſe Truths 


ter difteced.' |»: three had been delivered to thein,” fince that 
their Preachers are judged unfit to be continued'in Truſt with Souls : 
and tended to breed much Atheiſm, and many Frrours. Thirdly, Tt 
tended to altenate the Minds of many from the Governours of the 
Church, that would enforce Laws, binding to many unneceflary 
things, cven to the Ejeion ei, poo of many Orthodox and 
Painfal Divines. And this ticks many 'to this day :' by whieh, 
the Church-Rulers have'not got, but" loſt." "And theſe things aggra- 
vated with an Impntation of Diſhoneſty in Miniſters, by the publicati- 
on of their Aſſent, &6. in the full) Congregation. For if any had di- 
ſtinguiſhed between the ſubſtance of Ordinances, and Accidentals, 
which was but neceſfary 'to'many People ( who thotght no Worſhip 
(5. Divine, without the Common- Prayer, ( as I my 

Ste alſo Mr.Blake;# felfhave known) nor any Child ti htly baptized 
Covenant - Sealed , without the Croſ3 ) yet by this AG of Uniform: 
pag. 308. ty, they muſt declare Aſlent and Conſent to all 
and every thing, to Croſs as well as Bapri/m, to 

Ceremony a5 well as Subſtance. * And how eaſie was it' for Go Peo- 
ple, and weak,'to ſay, Sie what theſe Mex can do —— Yea, incaſe that 
wm aky after-time, wiſe and'moderate Governours ſhould ſee a neceſ- 


ty 
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of making alterations - T<:; gain, teaching Scorners to ſay, Yea, 
ph whit theſe Men can do — tc che great diſhonour of Religion, a 
diſgrace of the-beſt of Miniſters. And one would think that becauſe 
the Courts continue to ſwear Church-Wardens to preſent, they had 
Spies enough upon our NVenconformity, and Puniſhment ſmart enovgh, 
they might have ſpared to require this Declaration ; or, ifthey had 
thought us honeſt, our promiſe to conform had been ſufficient, tho kept 
in the Regiſters,and made at our Inftitutions. Yet through this Diſho- 
nour we attain our Honour. They are debarred from all- exerciſe of 
their Miniſterial Abiliics, their Wives and Children turned out of 
Doors ; and when they had made a ſad and chargeable Remove of late, 
muſt remove again upon the five:mileAt.And theſe Penalties were next 
to Death, and I conceive, proved the Death of many. I remember the 
Renowned Biſhop /AZorton wrote theſe words to the Nonconformiſts, 
and deſired them earneſtly to conſider the Cenſure of the Apoſtl's Wo 
being ſo dreadful : I ought not to eſteem any thing a juſt Cauſe, why 
« I ſhould wilfully incur the Cenſure of Silencing my felf from Preach- 
&©ing,for which Lought not as willingly to adven- 
« ture my Life. The Nonconformiſts have ſuffered The General Defence 
what is next to Death, and too many have ſuf- of the three Ceremo. 
fered even unto Death,in Priſons,where ſeveral nies. Part. 1,P. 163, 
caught their Death, and others died - ( it isa 
dreadful ſtory)of whom ſhall their Deaths be required?And itis eafie to 
retort thoſe words of the Reverend Biſhop, <* Impoſcrs ſhould not 
eſteem any thing a juſt cauſe of bringing any under the cenſures of $i- 
& tencing of Preachers from Preaching, tor which they may not advens 
& ture to-take away their Lives. | 
It is objeCted, Thet they ſin againſt the Law. And they'may anſwer, 
Who procured the Law ? it is the Magiſtrate*s Sword, but who moved 
him to draw it? They are told they have no cauſe to complain of ſuf- 
ferings; for the Magiſtrate hath been merciful and hath not executed 
the Laws. | 
Thanks be to God for the Mercy : but all have not been fo merciful 
asthe King hath been, or many interiour Magiſtrates ; but their mer» 
cy hath not been kindly taken by many, who ſhould have more tender 
Bowels than any Man that wears a Sword. To conclude ; a reaſonable 
underſtanding may doubt whether that Law be fit to remaia in force ; 
that cannot be put in execution, without more real hurt than good.” 
And ifthe wiſe and merciful God hath by many remarkable Provi- 
dences put a ſtop to the execution ; Wiſe Senators have yoted a Afiri- 
gation 


—— 
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Zation till they could obtain an Abrogation of thoſe Laws. 
©. 2. ThePevalty is hard upon them that would come in but for theſe 
Injunftions, It is but a »arrow Paſſage that is made for them that enter 
in.: yet what. ſhall they do who have ſpent all they have ina Preparato-. 
IyEducation ? Inthey muſt, tho but roaCuracy, ( which is not eaſie 
to be had. ) It js grievous to think with what Implicite Faith they do 
what is to be done; yet muſt Aſſent to more than ever many have 
ſtudied, [ rather . following Example than Reaſon ] orelſe there is 
nothing for them to do. Others that are enclin'd to Learning, and to 
{erve in the Golpel, are deterred upon many accounts, andhave preat 

rejudices.againſt Conformity, becauſe of the great reverence they 
| te Nonconformiſts; and theſe are under a great temptation to per. 
tuatea Nonconformity : which 1s more ſutable to their inclinations, 

as being a ſtate of freedon to theirConſciences,from great Obligations 
tho.anEſtate attended with hazard to their Bodies and Eſtates. And 
all young Students are under this neceſſity, either they muſt ſubſcribe 
hand over-head, or elſe they muſt ſpend their time in theſe -endleſs 
Controverſies of the Church,,and be ingaged in the doleful and fearful 

Wars of the Church, on ane fide or other, 
3- The third Conſideration that pleads for our — Bre- 
thren, is taken from the Reaſonableneſs of their Demands. 1 Tiftin- 
iſh. theſe Demands, into thoſe Prapoſals made by the Commiſſioners 
an the Savoy, Arno 3562. with that Modeſty, Gravity, Humility and 
Reaſon, treating the Biſhops and others Commiſſioners as Superi- 
ours. 2. Intothoſe which have been repeated by particular Perſons, 
and may be ſeen in the Writings of 'Laborions -and Catholick Mr. 
+ Baxter, .M.. John Corbet, and Dr. Owenjin his'leaxned-and \moderate 
; bookof Chu ch-Peace, Love and Unity. Iſhall' only generally com- 
pare what they humbly deſired, with what was decyred, (Ex 4.4 

1. In. his Majeſties, gracious Declaration conc ng Eccleſiaſtical 
Affires : a molt larg and healing Plaiſter for the Churches Wounds 
d might have been a Pillar to,have barn up the Church in Unity, a5 
his.Gracious Af of nya and Oblivion hath held yp the Rate ; if 
ſome Men, .who cache loyal for their own <nds, had-not ( pethaps ) 
been induſtrious to make Diviſions by their Aﬀetted Terms 6f Union. 
2. . They humbly moved for. many things which great'Men, and fe- 
mous in the Church.of God to all poſteriry thought fit tobe mended. 
In that Year 1641, there was a Committee for Religion appyinted in 
the. Fauſe of Lords, ten'Earls, ter Biſhops, ten'Barons. ' The Biſhop 
£f_.Lancoln,” (Williams ) ſent a*Letter to'ſome Diyines to attend-that 
7 Ser» 
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Service ({ who met in bis-Houſe, tlie Deanary of Brewat. of bis Life - 
Weſtminſter ). upon which Arch-Biſhop ' Laxd Pag. 24s wy 
hath this. Note ; - < Upon: the whole matter, 1be- _ .. {4 
. theve this Committee will prove the.National Syned of .Englend, to 
« the. great diſhonour'of the Church : and what elſe raay follow upon it, 
© God knows. | Y 
Theſe Divines were no-lefs men, than the moſt Venerable. Arch- 
Biſhop: Uſher, Biſhop ( Williams ) of Lincoln, Dr. Prideanx (after, / 
ithop- of Worceſter) Dr. Brownveg, ( after, Biſhop of Exeter ) Dr. 
Ward: ( Profeſſor of Divinity in Cambridge, + and' Arch-Deacon of 
Fauntos ) Dr. Featly, Ds. Hacker, of late, Biſhop of Covemry and 
Litchfield.” All theſe Names were printed to a-Copy of the Praceed- 
ings, a Paper called, The. Proceedings, - &c. togching Innovations in 
Dottrine and Diſcipline of the Churth of England ; together wich Confe- 
derations upon the 'Comman-Prayer Book, Ont of which I draw' a Pa- 
raltel, with the Propoſals of the Divines appointed to treat /by- hts 
Majeſties Commiſſion, with the Arch-Biſhop and Biſhops, and other 
Divines of the Church of England, at the Savoy. [| See Account of the 
Proceedings; ptinted, London, 1661. } \ bop akin 
. Becauſethis Parallel contains an Agreement in conſiderable - 
Points, between theſe deſervedly magnified Church-Divines, and the 
( undeſervedly) deſpiſed Dsſenting-Divines : 1 muſt clear thar lit- 
tle Pampblet, with which. this Parallel is drawn, from a great and foul 
Imputation caſt upon the Diſſenting Divines, in the Debate at the Sa= 
voy, by: Dt. Womock in his Expoſing Setting- oy 
Letter, to a Reverend Commiſſioner ( for the Printed by Robert 
Litargy, &c.) inthat Debate. The P:@ Fran- Clavel, 1682, I caw/ 
© des, or Holy Cheats of the Diſſenting Party, is buy the whole News, 
©the ____ expect— as I ſhall do it in a mat-= Bord, for as little 
© ter of Fact, of grout Importance. He quotes a theſe ewo Letters 
a Paſſage out of the Grand Debate, miſprinted, i: O&avo, 8g pages, 
P- 64 &c, It ſhould be p. 28. We'ibeſeech you, . and great Charatter 
not the Name of Proteſtants ro the Primate - I expetted to ſee more 
Ireland :. The ——_ of York, &c. who Light into this Grand 
drew up a Catalogue' of Faults, or Points, that Debate, I i%s 
. needed mending,, &c. Wonld not any fober mas 5: 
apt to rn from this bold Aſſertion, {:ith the Doctor, that there” 
was ſuch a: Conſult about the Reformation of the Liturgie. 2. Such 4 
Catalogue of Fanlts drawn up, owned, and publiſhed to the Kingdom by 
theſe worthy Perſonr, &c.— But the matter of Fatt, ſaith the DoCtor, 
—_ 


24 The Confoaniſt's Plea 

was clearly otherwiſe. There was indeed a Print with a Pitt ure before it, 
(1641) and-togive it Credit, theſe great Names were put to it, »—— 
That this Spurions Catalogue was fathered upon him, that Primate took, 
for a Scandalous Imputation and was not quiet in Mind till he pros 
cared an Order from the then Houſe of Commons, to ſuppreſs it, as follow- 
eth, Whereas complaint hath been made unto ns by James, Lord 
Arch-Biſhop of Armagh, and Primate of all /reland, that a certain 
Pamphlet hath been lately, moſt injuriouſly fathered upor him, and 
ſpread abroad under the falſe Title of, The Biſhop of Armah's Diretti« 
on tothe Houſe of Parliament concerning the Liturgie- and Epiſcopal Go- 
wvernment. It is this day ordered in the Common's Houſe, &c. The 
DoCtor goes on to diſcover more of the Practices of theſe men out of 
an Addreſs made by Mr. Ley to the Primate ; which, the DoCtor faith 
npon his own Knowledge, he took for a Slander : and fora fuccher ſa- 
nsfation, refers him that deſires it, to Dr. Bernard, in his Account 
of the Biſhops Judgment, &c. the 24. Letter againſt the Diſſenters, 

« 633 64, 65. 

n But men ſhonld be well informed, before they be ſo confident, and 
faſten Pie Fraudes and Holy Cheats upon good men. Let the Reader 
Judge, if Dr. Womack be not guilty of a great miſtake and partiality. 
For, 1. Ir is certaiu, there was a Committee for Religion ſettled in the. 
upper Houſe of Parliament ; ſee the Breviat of Arch-Biſhop Lad*s 
Life with his Note upon it, pag. 24. and Fullers Hiſtory of the 
Church : Certur, 17. pag, 174. 

This Committee wilt meddle with Doctrine, as well as Ceremonies, 
and call ſome Divines to them to conſider of the Buſineſs, as appears by 
a Letter hereto-annexed, ſent by the Lord Biſhop of Lincoln, ſaid 
Arch-Biſhop Laxd. 

2. Theſe Divines, with ten more, were called, and met at the Je- 
ruſalem-Chamber : ſce their Names in Dr. Fuller, 

3. This Pamphler, out of which I take this Parallcl, was not the 
ſame which Arch-Biſhop Uſher took for a Slander, and had an Order 
to ſuppreſs, as appears by theſe Evidences. 1. They have not the 
ſame Title ; 24ly. Nor ſaid to be done by the ſame men, 3dly. Nor 
contain the ſame Particulars. For this, let us obſerve the Order of 
the Houſe of Comm:ns : 11 which it is called, The Biſhops of Armagh's 
Direfion to the Houſe of Parliament, concerning the Liturgie and Epiſco: 
pal Government : and another Yox Hibernie : both theſe were fo 
preſſed upon his Petition, February 11. 1641. Dr. Bernard ; which 
are not the Primate's Works, Printed in the Letter of A-B. U's. 
Juilgmert. This 


- fo the Monconfomnills, = 25 
This Pampblet, faith Dr. Womack,, was Printed ſoon after with ano- 
ther Title, and the Names and Pitt ures, as before mentioned. If it was,it 
. doth not yet appearthet that was the ſame Pamphlce with this: This 3s 
the Proceeding of the Divines tonching J-novarions in Doctrine and 
Diſcipline'of the Chiureh'sf England, together with Conſiderations on 
the Common-Prayer Book, | 
2. The Arch-Biſhop of Camterbary enters in his Diary, March 21; 
A.Commitree for Religion, &c. Whereas the Book fupprefled, was fup- 
elſed before Febyuary 11. 'as Dr. Berz. the gih. .3S Dr. Womack hath 
it-- And becauſe ic is- deſeribed--by having Pictures before it ; mine 
hath-none ; nor-is there the leaſt mark it ever had. But that theyare 
Kot. the ſame, appears by. the Argument of both. This agrees with 
the Heads repeared in Dr. Falter, and is very ſuitable to theJudgment, 
1am ſure of moſt; -iFnotall the moſt Reverend Men to whom it is at= 
tributed, :as Lcodid ſhew in Patticulars. And if the Preſtyterians or 
Reforming Divines.'had been fo unskilfulin-the Knowledge of Books 
and Paſlipes in their Inquiſitive Times, and ſo weak, as to quote.a 
Book of no Authority : Dr. Hacket, whoſe Name was to that Pam- 
phler, might eaſily detedt the Fraud and difown it, who was one of the 
Commiſſioners in the Savoy. And becauſe Dr. Womack.concludes with 
aReference to the Teſtimony of Dr. Bernard concerning the Primates 
Judgment ; thither we may ſafely go. - He was for the ſubſtance of 
the Liturgie, and a prudent moderate Accomodation _ have been 
thought of, 'for the continuance of the ſubſtantial part of it : Arbitra- 
ry Innovations he did not affect, and oftenwiſhed they had not been 
introduced.  ' See the Primates Judgment, p. 144. &c. 


The Divines appointed to meet in the 
Dean's Houſe, 1641. 
Conſiderations on the Common- 

Prayer. 

2. Whether the Reading of 
Pſalms, Sentences of Scripture, 
concuring in divers places in 
Hymns, the Epiſfiles and Goſpels, 
ſhould not be {et out in the New- 
Tranflatzon. - , - 


4: Whether Leſſons of Canonical 
Scripture ſhould not be put in the 
Kalendar 


inſtead of the Apocrypha ? 
5 


| The Commiſſioners in the Savoy, 
1661, 

In regard of the many defe&ts 
which have been obſerved in that 
Verſion of the Scriptures which is 
uſed throughout the Liturgie, We 
therefore deſire inſtead thereof,the 
New Tranſlation, allowed by Au+ 


. That 


thority,may alone be ufed, 8. p. 5, 


'.|-9.It is therefore. deſired that no- 
; thing may be read in the Chxrch for 
Leſſons, but the Holy Scriptures of 
the Old and New Teſtament. 

Excepr 


E 


26 

5- | Thatthe-Doxology ſhould: be! 
always: printed at the endaf the; 
Lord's Prayer, ERTIES 


6. Whether the Rubrick. ſhould 
not be mended, where itis, (that 


the Leſſons ſhould be ſung in a plain 
tune) why not, read wi a diſtinct Fife 4 
Voice ?'' , C 


repeated at the end bf every Pſalm? 


Conſider. 9. Whether the Aymms, 
Pacer, Omnia Opera, &c. may, 
not be ieft out ? 

not b2 mended,where all Veſt 
in time of Divine Service, are now 
commanded,which were uſed 2E.6, 


| 


4 


that phraſe perhaps to bealtered, 
[ which only workeſt great narvels, | 


11. Inthe Rubrick for the Admi- 
niſtration of the Lords Supper. Whe- 
ther thisAlteration to be made;that 
ſuch as intend to communicate, 


ſhall ſignify their Names to the Cn- 
rate oyer-Night or in the Moming 
before Prayers. | 

12. The text Rebrick to be clea- 
red, How far a Miniſter may repulſe 
a ſcandalous and notorious Wnner 


from the Communion. 


|.» Exreption{ 5. We defire th 
Gan ME aha dads > 
4dom—: tay bealways added to 
Lord's: Cl 50 12 | 


. Except. p. 13. The Leſſons, am 
Epiftles, a and Gofpels, bring for the 
moſt part, neuther Pſalzs. nor 
Hymns, we know no warrant why 
they ſhopld be ſung in any place ; 
andconceivethat the diſtin&t read: 


jing of chem with an audible voice, 


7. whether Glorsa Patrs ſhould bel 


tends more to the edificati 


the Church. Fe | 
E xcepr.We deſire it may be uſed 
but; oace ia the Mording, za Once 
ut the Eveni | 
Except.We 


on of 


ethatſomeP ſalm 
or Script pry may be appoint- 


hould|d inftcad fchat Apocryphal 


| 


4 


10. In the Prayer for the Clergy] . 


| 


1 Net OAT 
' Except. We deſire it may belcft 


The Preface of many Collett; 
ſcem not.to have any clear and ſpe- 
clal reſpect: to the Petitions, &c. 
Partic, p. 7. 


In the Order for the Lords Supper. 
Except .T he time here aſligned (in 
the Rubrick) for notice to begiven 
to the Maniſter, isnot ſufficient. 


Except, We defive the Miniſters 
Power, both to admir and repulle 
- (from the Lord's Table, may!be,ac- 
cordingto his Majefty's Daclarati- 
on, 06, 25; 1660. 


E xcept, 


——_y_ et. oo Me. Bs = @&©& *© 


efiroad G—— 


EE 


erience itis proved to-bedons bets 
Le what ths ple depart. - */, 
14+ eres r the Fateh je nar 
to be mended,concerning the part. 
chat js.to.make hus general Confeſr 
fion upon; his Knees, before the 
Cotnmunion,that it ſhould be ſajd' 
only by the Miniſter, and then at 
eyery clauſe repeated to thepeople. 


16. Whether it be not fit to in+' 


fert a R#brick touching kneeling at 
the Communion z that is, to com- 
ply in-all humility with the Prayer 
ich the Miniſter makes when he 
deltvers the Elements, - 
19+ Whether in the firſt Prayer 
at the Baptiſm,theſe words, Did/# 
fanitifie the Flaod Jordan, and all 
other Waters, ſhould not be thus 
chariged, Didſt ſanitific the; Ele+ 
kement of Water?) © .' TELE 
,;30. Whether it be not fic to have 
tome diſcreet Rubrick made, to'take 


away: all Scandal from- ſignifying 
the Sign. of, the efron indi 
aitex, Bagrs/m; Of 14 it ſhalt thn 
more gxpethent; to bequitediſy- 
be publiſhed, that inantient Zirum 
gies, No Croſs, was conſigned.upon 
the Party, but where Qyt alſo was 
uſed; mid uherefore Oyl being now 
omitted, ſo may alſo-'that which. 
was concomitant with. it, the Sign 
of the Croſs. 


9 4 . E 


Mn 77 

Except. Colletions for the Poor 
be better made at, or a little 

ore the departure of theCom- 


xe | municants. 


"We defice it may be made by 


the Miniſter only .,, 


* 


* «- 


We deſire that the followin 
Rabtiok in the Common-Prayey Book 
of 5. of Edw; 6. may be reſtored, 
fos the Vindication of the Churches, 
ih the matter of kneeling at the Sa: 
crament, &c, 4 

It being doubtful whether either 
the Flood Fordan,or any other Wa- 
ters,were ſanCtified to a Sacramen- 
tal uſe by our Saviours being Bap- 
rized—— We defire this ay be 
otherwiſe cxpreſſe. pn: IR 
"48: GeneralPropofal.Aﬀer ſtrong 
arguing, they conclude, We there- 
fore moſt earneſtly intreat the right 
reverend Fathers and Brethren, to 
[whom theſe Papers are delivered, 
as they tender the Glory of God, 
the Honour of Religion, the Peace 
of theChurch,theService of hisMa- 
jelty,in the accompliſhment of that 
happy Union, which his Majeſty 
hath ſo abundantly teſtified his De: 
ſires'of; to joyn with us in impor- 


21.1n! 


cantog his moſt Excellent Majeſty, 
that his moſt gracious Indulgence | 
2 S af 


4 a 


| 

21, In private Baptiſm, the Rus 

brick, mentions that which muſt not 

be done, That the Mimſter may dip 

the Child in Water, being at 
point of Death. 


22, Whether in the laſt Rubrick 
of Confirmation thoſe words be to 
be left out, { and be wndoubtedly 


ſaved. ] 


23. Whether the Catechiſm may 
not receive 2 little more enlarge- 
ment. 


- 
___— 


ast0 theſcCeremonies grantedinhis 
'R ration;may be continu. 


[ed and confirmed tous and our Po- 


Rerities,and extendedto ſuch as do 
noryer enjoy the Benefit thereof. — 
Of Private Baptiſm. 


We deſire that Baptiſm may not 


be in aprivate Place at any time, 
the unleſs by 


a Lawful Miniſter, and 
inthe preſence ofa competent num- 
ber ; and where it is evident that 
any Child hath been ſo baptized, 
no part of the Adminiſtration-may 
be reiterated in publick under any 
Limitations, and therefore ws do 
not ſee any need of any Liturgy in 
that Caſe. 
Exception of Confirmation. 

Altho we charitably ſuppoſe the 
meaning of theſe words was only to 
exclude the neceſſity of any other 
Sacraments to baptized Infants; yet 
theſe words are dangerous, as to 
the miſleading of the Vulgar, and 
therefore we defire they may be 


expunged. 


| WhereinI wagviſibly admitted in- 


to the number of the Members of 


{| Chriſt. /'That the Commandments 


may be inſerted according to the 
laſt Tranflation of the Bible. That 
in theExpoſitioh of the Command- 


ments,ſome Clauſe may be inſerted 


to refer to the Fourth Commandment, that thoſk:yords be omitted. 
Anſwer, thus given, Two only, Baptiſm and the Lords Supper, &«c. A 
more ſull Explication of che Cree 
ments, Cc. 


Command- 


» Lords Prayer and Tn 
| 24. Whe- 


4.” Whether the Times prohi- 


bired for Mariage are quite to be| 


taken away ? 

25. Whether none hereafter ſhall 
have Licenſes to Marry, nor be 
25ked their Banes of Matrimony, 
that ſhall not bring with them a 
Certificate from their Miniſters, 
chat they are inftrufted in their 
Catechiſm ? 


| 
26. Whether theſe words in 


Matrimony (. with my Body I thee 
worſhip ] ſhall not be thus altered, 
1 givethee Power over my body ? 


27. Whether the laſt Rubreck of 
Marriage ſhould not be mended, 
that the new married Perions 
ſhould receive the Communion the 
fame day of the Marraige, may .it 
not well be ; or upon the next Sur- 
day following, when the- Commu- 
nion is celebrated ? 


Ws 


28. In the Abſalution of the Sick, 
were it not plain, to fay, / pro- 
nounce thee Abſolved ? 


29. The Pſalm of Thankgiving 
of Women after Childbirth, Were 
it not fit to be compoſed: out of 


fo2 the Moncon:omnifts, 


| 
| 


Except of the Form of 'Marri 
The word Worſk:p being nm 
altered in the uſe of it, ſince thig 
Form was drawn up,we defire ſome 


word may be uſed inſtead of it. 


This Rubrick doth either enforce 
all to forbear Marriage as are uafic 
for the Sacrament, or the unprepa- 
red to come to the Sacrament. 
And therefore we defice it may be 
omitted, the rather becauſe that 
Marriage Feſtivals are too often 
accompanied with ſuch divertiſe- 
ments, as are unſvitable to thoſe 
ChriſtianDuries.which ought to be 
before,and follow after the receiy- 
ing of that Holy Sacrament, 


Except. Viſitation of the Sick, 
| That form of Abſolution be de- 
clarative and | conditingy as [I 
enounce thee Abſolved] inſtead of 
is; Abſolve thee? if thou doſt tru- 
ly repent and believe. 


"This Pſalm (121) ſeems not to 
be ſo pertinent as ſome other, viz. 
'Pſal. 113. and Pſal. 128, —_. 


_ Verſicles taken from di 
Þ]; ml. ' Do 
32, In 


E Xcepr. 


32. Inthe Crder of the Burial of 
2ll Perſons,tis faid,We commir this 
Body tothe Ground,in ſure and cer- 


rain hope of Reſurrettion to eternal, 


Life: Why not thus, Knowin 
aſluredly. that the Dead ſhall riſe 
again. 

34.In the Litany, inſtead of For- 
nication,and all other deadly Sin ; 
Would, it_ not fatisfy thus, From 
Porhication; hd all other grievous 
Sits '£ , bk. 2 
© thor 
-U55.-1t js very fit that the Imper- 
feftions of the Meeter,in the Sing- 


ſs  Cſo:ConfniCoPies 


Except.. Burial of the” Dead. 
Theſe words cannot jn trath-be 
aid of Perſons living and dying.in 
and notorious $10s. th * #- 


Exce t. Inthe Litany. 
In regard that the Wages of Sin 
is Death ; We deſires thur- this 


'Clauſe may be thus altered, From 


Fornication, and all other hajyous or 
GI 10VOME STNS 

Gen. Propoſution, 12, p. 6. 
Becauſe ſinging of Pſalms is a 
conſiderable part of publick Wor- 


mg Pſalms ſhould be mended ; and 
heh ful Authority added unto 
them; to have them publickly ſung 
before and after Sermons,and ſome 


ſhip, We defire that the Verſion ſet * 
Gr and allowed to be- ſung in 


Churches, may 'be amended, or 


times inftead ' of the - Hymns wy we may-have leave to make 


Morning and Evening Prayer. 
d:.39 ; oy -4 F ; x7 
I ſhall not draw the Parallel any further, but infer theſe following 


Obſervations. 


uſe of a purer Verſion, 


- | x, "Fhat thoſe Great and Famons Men did ſee ſome neceſſity or rea- 
fon for altering of many things in- the Zitwrgie ; and therefore the 
Proſtyter5an Divines ( moſt of whom were and are Nonconformifts ) 
were not altogether: captious andquarrelſom, that maintain*d a Nece\- 
ſity. of Reformation. On the other ſide, there were Learned Men, who 

maintained there was no neceſlity of Reformation. But ydu fee 
a#ainſt the ſenſe of thoſe admirable Divines that met in the Dear? 
Houſe, 1641 - Ro POtbict os: 6 REES 
' 2. 1obſerve, That thePropoſals and Exceptions of the Commilſſio- 
ners inthe Savey, were not, withont: great Preſident ; and inſiſted upon 
many things, which the moſt eminent Fathers of the Church of Eng- 
land would have yielded to them, and doubtlefs,'mbch mote, ifnor all, 

for Peace and Union, / EDS 
3-. To ſpzaka word for the reproathed' Brethretrof the Voneonfor- 
miſts (who are repreſented to have all the MHumoursof faRtious Per= 
ſons, and. diſcontented, that know: not what to ask, nor what _ 
= would. 


- ' for the Nonconfomnis. 38 
would have) is but a Piece of Juſtice and Chriſtian Charity, Men think 
nothing but Presbytery, and- Covenants, and DireQory, will pleaſe 
them ; which is not juſt gor true. They defired that the Litwygremay 
conſiſt of nothing donbrful or queſtioned amongſt Pious, Orthodox, 
Learned Men, &c. Dr. Allen of Huntingdon-ſure; and Clark" in-the 
Convocation, - did earneſtly labour with the then Biſhop of Zongox, 
( afterwards Arch-Biſhop) that they might ſo refine the Zirargsr, that 
no ſober Man might make Exception. He was wiſhed to forbeat, for 
what ſhonld be, was concluded on, or reſolved... They deficed the Ob» 
ſervation of S«:nts Days might be omitted, &c. The moſt Reverend 
Tier, and the reſt, begin their Conſiderations with this 3 Whether che 
ames of ſome departed Saints, and others, ſhould not be quite exppnged 
the K ? They defired that there might be nofach 
of the Zstargie, as that the Exerciſe of the Gift of Prayer be 
totally exchuded in any part of publick Worſhip. The oft excellent 
* Uſher, (p.5-$. 16.) andrhereft, reckon it among the Innovations z 
* By prohibiting a dareft Prayer before Sermon, and bidding of Prayer, 
{ whach is now the mode all over the Biſhoprick of Dure/wr, as - a. 
that ave no Strangers in it, By.) | ; *+ 
- Theyat the Sevoy ſtood for a Reformation, and were 'not ſingular 
therem ; for without it, the Reverend Dr. Featly, {( a worthy Man, 
and great Sufferer in our unhappy Wars, which, as is ſaid of the Sword, 
makes no difference) printed this Challenge and Manifeſto. [24 
1. * The Articles of Religion need ao alteration at all, but only an 
* Orthodox/Explication in ſome ambignons Phraſes, and a Vindication 
* zpainſt falſe Aſperſions. | | | | 
2. * That the Government by Biſhops (remoning all Innovations ant 
s Abuſets inthe Execution thereof ) is agreeable to Gods Word, and a 
*eruly Autient and Apoſtelical Inſtitution. "22h, 
- '3+ * That the Book of Common-Prayer ( IV. B. the Xalendar being 
© reformed, in point of Apocrypha! Saints and Chapters'; fome Rabricks 
* explained, and ſome Expreſſions reviſed, and the- Whole correttly 
* Printed, with all the Pſalms, Chapters, and Allegations our of the 
* Old and New Teſtament, according to the laſt Traſlation) is the 
© moſt compleat, perfect, and exaCt L5twygie in the Chriſtian Wortd; 
Dippers Dipt, p. 16, 22. and Gentle Laſh, 164.4. 4 
And this is the fame ig-effect with iwhat the Divines'at the Savoy 


humbly propoſed ; and without all theſe Exceptions, that Champion, 
Dr. Featly, would not undertake his Vindication of them : by which 
itfoems, the Fart of the Church-Conſtitution and Diſcipline was not 


tenable | 
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Enable; as it ſtood at that time ; but our great Church-men were re- 
folved, that the World ſhould know their —_— as well as Reaſon, 
lo | 


to-regain wich advantage in 1661, what they loſt in 1641. * 
- The Presbyterian Divines' ( as they, were called } did urge, both 
rationally, heartily, and humbly, that the Ceremonies might be omit- 
' ted, being doubtful whether the Thurch had power to eajoin myſtical 
_—— Signs ( which the Impeſers confeſſed indifferent )- of-no real 
oodnels, &c. which many of the Oppoſers accounted finful,others in- 
convenient, and unſuitable 'to the ſimplicity of the Goſpel z and had 
been, for a hundred Years,.the Fountain of manifold Evits, 
herem = were not ſingular; for other men when diſengaged, and 
Mafters. of their Liberty, have ſaid as much, or enough to take 
offche edge, from Impoſers. to require them, or of wiſe men to deſire 
then. 1 ſhall here Produce the Judgment of ſome- learned and judicious 
Conformitg Divines, concerning Ceremonies. The firſt ſhall be the 
moſt eminent Dr. Stilling fleet, in that excellent. renicum, the firſt 
'bornof his moſt learned Youth, and mature Reafon and Judgment 
and had it been the work of his Age, it had beena Birth at full growth, 
in reſpect of Piety, Gravity, ſweetneſs of Temper, Beauty of Com- 
plexion, wife Obſervation and Experience, that, and Author of the 
trexicum, had filed up the Epitaph of the Dean of St.:Paxuls. This is 
the laſt Propoſal of Accommodation ; © That Religion be not clogg'd 
* with Ceremonies.-- Chriſtian Religion is a plain, ſimple, eaſy thing.-- 
Ceremonies I do not mean here Matters of meer Decency and 
Order, for Order-ſake. —— But. Ceremonies properly: taken for 
« Aftions ſugnificative , their lawfulneſs may with better grounds 
he ſcrupled, pag. 67. and before, pag. 65. We ſee the Primitive 
«* Church ©:dnot make ſo much of, any uniformity in Rites and Cerc- 
6 monies --- I ſhall quote too much, if [ give way to what-is mature; and 
ſt his own mending, without diſparagement to his more grown Rea- 
fon-be it ſpoken. , | | 
-" The ſecond is a great Scholar and Divine, the late worthy Mr. &. 
# Lawſon: (Rector of Moor in —_ in his Expoſition of the Second 
Commandment, T beopolitica, B.z.c. 8, * As for ſignificent Ceremo- 
© nies annexed to the Service of God, no ways conducing to the better 
« performance thereof, 1 think they are better ſpared and omitted, 
© than uſed and obſerved. For though conſidered in themfelves,with- 
% out any reference to Gods Worſhip, they be indifferent, and ſo in ge- 
© neral may be lawful ; yet if we examine their Original, the firſt oc- 
*caſfion of their Inſtitution ; the Perſons. who uſe, or rather _ 
. nem, 
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$ them, and underſtand wichal how needleſs and unprofitable they be, _ 
« and how offenſive to ſorne weak Brethren ; andalſo beſides theſe may 
© be inſtituted many more of that kind, and may be impoſed upon the 
* fame ground ; and that in the Chnrch of Rome they have been an oc- 
« caſion of Superſtition : it muſt needs be concluded, by impartial and 
* judicious Men, that they axe not expedient. To fay, and publickly 
© declare that they have no ſanctifying Power, that they are neith<rHo- 
©ly nor Unholy, will not ſerve the turn; for the ſame may be ſaid of 
* Image, at firſt, when they began to be uſed ; and do what we can, 
© many 6f the People do account them to be Holy, make them parts of 
©Gog's Worſhip, and are more careful in the obſervation of them, than 
© they are of the more weighty Duties of Re- 
* ligion. —— Doctrine in this caſe will not Calfhill of the Crofs, 
© prevail, if the thing that they truſted to, be again Martial, p. 88. 
© not taken from them. So it may be, bating. : 
© the degrees of Offence, when matters of Indifferency in themſelves, 
© are, by the generality of People, not looked on as ſuch, but uſed as 
©anecellary part of Divine Service. Dr. Stilin, Iren. p. 64, They 
- who induſtriouſly labour to keep out Popery, can never cleanſe a Peo= 

ple from «9 ons, While they keep up Ceremonies, an Obſervation 
of preſent Uſe. | 

My third Teſtimony is, a Man of great Learning, and of long ftand-; 
ing in the Church, Mr. FohnLloyd B.D.now of NorthTidworth in Wilts, 
Treat. of Epiſc. Lituy. Rites, &c. Lond. 1660. © Many have entertain- 
<ed a great Fear, which hath alienated their Minds from all Epiſcopacyz 
© namely, that innumerable company of unneceſſary and burdenſom 
* Ceremonies, be inſeperable concomitants of Epiſcopal Government. 
< Indeed, the fear is not vain, and without grounds, if we reſpect the 
© degenerate Epiſcopacy, as it is, if we regard the Primitive, which 
© hath been, and will be contented with a very. few, if need be..— 
* P. 32.S. 15. (the whole Section givesa ſhort and full account of Pri- 
* mitive Simplicity) One Reaſon why Ceremonies increaſed in the 
© fourth Century, may be this, Becauſe the Church more flouriſhed in 
* Proſperity than at any time before, and might be thought conveni- 
*ent, that the External Glory of the Church, ſhould be proportioned 
" tothe Glory ofthe Empire. p. 38. We may err, as in defect, ſo in 
* exceſs of Ceremonies, or in the choice, or in accounting and compel- 
© ling others to own them for unchangeable Apoſtolick Inſtitutes, or 
*by too rigid __ of every of them, eſpecially upon People of 
* weak Capacity, humble, or and ſcrupulous — — 

| tiqui= 
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' + Antiquity is venerable, yet it may not, ought not continue aRite or 
$a rc in any Church, 'with whoſe Edifcation and Peace it is be= 
* come inconſiſtent. There be but few Ordinances meerly Earleſiaſti.. 
*cal, which have not in ſome Churches become noxious, or at leaſt, uſe: 
© leſs. And there is aviciſſitude of Profit or Detriment growing from 
*them in the ſame Churches, —_ from notable changes in Perſons 
*and Circumſtances. It it ſhould ſeem good to the Church 
& *©of England to mend their Liturgie, or compoſe a new one, ( if 
need be ) more agreeable tothe Preſent Time, they ſhould do 
© therein no more than the moſt famous Churches have done before ; 
© and which can be no diſparagement to the Wiſdom and Piety of the 
£ Compoſers of it, which intended only to make it as fit -as could be 
© for the State of the Church in their Time, and not to Frame and Im- 
© poſe an unchangeable Form, which could never prove incongruous 
© to any poſlible variety in the State of the Church ; for this is not in 
© the Power of any Perſons or Churches, p. 54, 55. Thus far this great 
© Student, modeſt, moderate good Man. | 


- I will content my ſelf with the Opinions of theſe three worthy Per- 
fons, when diſengaged ; and rag ng ny conformed, they wete, and 
are, no doubt, oft e ſame mind, free 1n their minds, when obliged in 
their Practice to ſubmir. : 

What more than what I have ſhewed, the Commiſſioners at the Sa- 
voy pleaded for, may be ſeen in the Account of their Proceedings : But 
what got they by thoſe Debates, beſides fatisfaCtion in their own 
Souls, that they debated and petitioned for Peace ? A very little in- 
deed| And what the Biſhops gave with the one hand, they got with 
the other. It was ſtrange and hard that they could not prevail ſo far 
as to get the Commandments in the Church-Catechiſm and Communion- 
Service, to be after the laſt and beſt Tranſlation in our Bibles z but 
our Children muſt be taught the Fourth Commandment after the man- 
ner of the —_— Seventh-Day-Sabbath Sett ; for ſo they are 
taught, Wherefore he bleſſed the Seventh Day-and Hallowed  ;, and our 
unwary People are taught to pray, that God would incline their Hearts 
ro keep this Law, that Law which enjoyneth the Seventh-Day as the 
Sabbath, which God Bleſſed and Hallowed : whereas the Law, Remem- 
ber the Sabbath Day, which extends to' the Firſt-Day, 'as well-as the 
Seventh-Day, and makes the Firſt-Day moral, when appointed by the 
Lord of the Sabbath : ( But this DoCtrine was not conſonant to the 

- Opinion 
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Opinions of Dr. Heylin, Mr. Thorndike, nor 

( which I wonder at) to the judicious Bp. Hiſt. of the Sabbath, 
Sanderſon) as much as the Seventh was from Juſt Weights and Mea- 
the Creation. What 'if an inquiring Child fares. Caſe of the Sab- 
that is Catechiſed, ſhould ask his Parent, bath. J 
What do we keep as Sabbath ? The Firſt, 

he'l fay. But faith the Child, Why do we keep the Firſt ? What 
Commandment for that ? or what Promiſe ? For we are tabght inthe 
Catechiſm, God bleſſed the Seventh Day. 1s not thisa Temptation to 
keep the Seventh-Day Sabbath ? Had the — Pleaded for 
that Tranſlation, they might have heard of their Ignorance in the He- 
brew : and demanding things not fit to be allowed. 

They deſired the Peivaliane, or Concluſion of the Lords Prayer, For 
Thine « the Kingdom, &c. might be always added to the Lords Prays 
er ; but were denyed. 

Query: Whether they have not thereby taught 4 this Opinion, That the 
Forms of Prayers are lawful, yet a variety is as lawful as a ſet Form of 
words ? 

We prove the lawfulneſs- by our Savionr's Preſcription, When ye 
Pray, ſay, &c. And may we not prove a-liberty, or variety of Ex- 
preſſion, keeping ſtill to the ſame matter, when we read a difference 
10 the ſame Prayer, as delivered by two Evangelifts, inſpired by the 
ſame Spirit ? and when we ſee the Practice of the Church is ſome- 
times to uſe, and ſometimes .to omit the Doxologie and Concluſion ? 
And why ſhall the Church ſo ſeverely enjoyn the exaCt uſe of all her 
Forms, and they who omit, (when their Prudence and Conſcience 
( as to ſome Prayers) tells them they ſhould ſometimes, concerning 
fome Petitions and Perſons) be liable to cenſure, when a part of the 
Lords Prayer, as, delivered by St. Matthew, is conſtantly omitted ? 
For ought 1 ſee, a liberty and variety of Prayers, ſtriftly keeping to 
Divine Matter, with Abbreviations and Enlargements, 1s as lawful as 
a ſtinted invariable Form of words, and is a matter of Chriſtsan- Li- 
berty, to be uſed, as ſhall beſt ferye to the Edification of the Church of 
Chriſt : and divers Expreſſions are as much from the ſame Spirit (pros 
vided always they agree with the Language of the Holy Ghoſt) as di- 
verſity of Gifts, and conſiſtant with the Unity of the Spirit. And 
they who Plead for a neceſſity of Forms, muſt alſo yield to a variety 
upon the ſame Subject, which we have for the King. in the Service, and 
a few others. See A-B. Uſher's Judgment ( and Practice) p. 145. 
149. 150, 153. Publiſhed _ Bernard. 1657. 
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A Reformation was thought abfolutely neceſſary to Union, Hear 
' what Mr. Herbert Thorndikg, one of the Commiſſioners for the Church 
in the Savoy, wrote z But now that the Unj.. 
A due way of compo- ty is nor to be had, without ſetling agreement 
ſing Differences, Print- #n Matters of Difference , to propoſe what may 
ed with his Weights ſeem beſt for the Community of Gods Church, 
and Meaſures. p. 236. #n the cure of our Breaches, is not to give Of 
Edit. 1662. fence, but to take it away. Nor do 1 know any 
Man profeſſing the Reformation ſmcerely, that 
could not wiſh with all his heart, that the whole Order and Form to be 
ſettled, with.the Circumſtance of the ſame, might be according to the Pri- 
mitive Simplicity, and naked Plainneſs of the Antient Church. p. 245. 
—— T he Form of Service now in Force by Law, may be acknowledged ca- 
pable of Amendment without di ſharaqemnt either to the Wiſdom of the 

Church that preſcribed it, or of the Nation that enatted it, 

Some Promiſed much, but granted little : others begg'd more, and 

pleaded hard, but obtained not. And may not this juſtify the Noncon- 

formiſts waiting for, aud earneſtly deſiring a redreſs of material things, 
fince they could obtain but very little then, and cannot in conſcince ſub- 
ſcribe and declare now ? If they had been gratified then, and had now 
been diſcontented without more, there had been more reaſon for the 
Prejudice that is propagated againſt them, 

If it be ObjeCted, Why conld not they have Conformed, as ſome of their 
Fellow-Commiſſioners did ? 

_ I Anſwer, 1. Some very worthy Perſons did conform, Dr. Wal, 

// Dr. Horton, Dr, Lightfoot ; and after about ſeyen years ſilence, to the 
great loſs of Exeter Colledge, Oxford, and the Church of God, Dr. 
Conant conformed, and theſe were all, 

2. The Reaſons why theſe did not, is, becauſe, as the ſame SpeQta- 
cles will not ſerve all Mens ſight, ſo becauſe they could not, as they 
ofr declared,both to the ſhaking off ſome, and the diſpleaſure of others 
within the Pale. 

My laſt Obſervation ſhall be upon the Perſons that managed that 
Debate. The Commiſſioners that Pleaded for the Union as it was, 
without a Reformation, were the ſtrongeſt and ſtiffeſt of any in the 
Church of England, Men of great Learning, long Experience in the 
Eccleſiaſtical Government, and that had ſuffered much, and were 
much exaſperated, as being ( ſeveral of them, next the Biſhops ) moſt 
obnoxious to the Parliament,as moſt guilty of Innovations in Doctrine 
and Diſcipline, by the Informations and Complaing of as Learned, and 
as 
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28 Great Men as any of them in the Church of England, as may eaſily be 
roduced out of the beſt account of thoſe Times ; all except Dr. Mor- 
, Dr. Earle, Dr. Sanderſon, ( againſt whom I remember no Com- 
plains) and a few beſide. Their Conſtancy and Sufferings did re- 
commend them to the King's Fayour : an41 the great Agreement in 
their General Deſign, held them to one another ; and having the di- 
ſpoſiag of Preferments as they pleaſed, or at leaſt, the Recommenda- 
tion of Candidates, ExpeCtants complyed with them, and were for- 
ward to walk according to their Meaſures. The moderating Biſhops # 
' Hall, Prideaux, Brownrig,were gone to Heaven, and others of another 
temper ; and ſo it was eaſier for them to carry all their own way : and 
two things, as conducing to their Deſigns, was neceſſary. 
1. To frame a Convocation to their minds, and to that end, great 
care and pains were uſed to keep out, and to get in, by very undue 
Pgoceedings. Proteſtations were entred againſt all Incumbents not or- 
dained by Biſhops, though it was not through their Faults ; and to ex- 
clude others, that they feared had an inclination to moderation in- 
deed, under the name of Preſbytery. And ſuch an EleCtionbeing made, 
as there was no great fear of calling any thing to free Debates, few 
Leading Men being of another mind,ſo there were no Debates to ſpeak 
of; the greateſt that I could hear of, was bzeween the Cambridge Pro- 
feſſor, Dr. Gunning, and the Oxford Profeſſor, Dr. Creed, about ( a 
hard Point indeed) The Aze of Children to be var G 
2. For all his Majeſties moſt gracious and excellent Declaration con- 
cerning Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs, they laboured, by all their Intereſt and 
Endeayours, to have 2 Parliament that would paſs what they would 
contrive and prepare for them. And ſo they, inſtead of ſending more 
Labourers into the Yineyard, hired ( as ſome ſay) Labourers to turn 
out, or keep out Labourers from entring in: And the Labourers in 
Penſion were not imployed only in State, but alſo in Church-Work. 
Their Intereſt was ſo grear in that Parliament, as to enact what was 
reckoned an Innovation in ſome Colledges in both Univerſities ( by 
the above named Biſhop Brownrig and Prideanx, 
&c. in theſe words ; By introducing Latin Service Copy of the Pro- 
in the Commiſſion of late in Oxford, and into ſome ceedings,Fc.1641. 
Colledges in Cambridge, at Morning and Evening Innovation 17. 
Prayer ; ſo that ſome Young Students and Servants — 
in the Colledges do not underſtand their Prayers. But now the Latin Ser- 
vice may be uſed in any Colledge or Hill, in Oxford, Cambridge, Weſt- 
minſter, Wincheſter, and Eaton, and Convocation of Clerks, 
The 
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The Commiſſioners on the other ſide,muſt 
Dr. Tackney, Dr. Co- be acknowledged Men, of great and ſound 
nant, Dr. Spurſtow, Dr. Learning, and of more experience in the 
Wallis, Dr.Hanton,Mr. Paſtoral Office,and had converſed more with 
Calamy, Mr.Baxter,Mr. great Congregations than the others had,and 
Arch.Fackſon, Mr.Caſe, 10 were more fit to adviſe ; as learned PraCti- 
Mr. S, Clark, Mr. New: tioners in Phyſick are fitter to adviſe, and 
Commen,Dr.Horton,Dr, more likely to hit the Temper -of the Pati- 
Facomb Mr. Bates, Mr. ent, than a Profeſſor in the Theory. And 
Raulinſon, D.Cooper, Dr. the account of their Proceedings will to Po- 
Lightfoot, Dr. Collings, ſterity, ſhew to the Impartia] and Inquiſi- 
Mr. Woodbridge, Dr. tive, both their Parts and their 'Temper. 
Drakz, Bp. Reynolds. When I read them, Ido the leſs wonder at 
Bp. S. at Stony-Strar= what I heard; that a great Biſhop in his 
ferd in Bucks. prime Viſitation, ſoon-after, did warn his 
Clergy againſt reading that Book. ' 
t Thus was theConſtitution laid and built,and it ſtands leaning altoge- 
her on the one ſide ; and what wonder, that many who ſeem wholly to 
Ican upon it, do cry, It falls, 1t fa#s, that was not laid upon a larger 
Fomtdation. But how did theſe Mafter-Builders proceced in the Go- 
vernment of their New-Reſtored Church ? It ſeemed to be built no 
larger than to contain one Faryily, the genuine Sons of ſuch Fathers : 
there was but one narrow Door of Admillion to it, a ſtrong Lock upon 
it, the power of the Keys was in truſty hands, and the Sword in the 
hand ofFriends, there was no outward Apartment made to entertain 
Friends that are not of the Family : But ſome got a falſe Key to the 
Door, as many call it, a Key of a /arge. ſenſe; and when fome got in, 
more crouded in ; and ſo the Latirudinarian in Charity, care in with 
the Latitudinarian in Diſcipline, to the no little grief of ſome who do 
not like their Company. T he Fathers keep above Stairs, and now and 
then come down among us, and ſend their Officers to viſit us, and-have 
their Watch renewed every year to ſpy us; and they who are without, 
- doors, cry, If there be any Love in our Governours to Chriſt, and his 
divided Flock, that they would but widen the Door, and reform but 
ill Cuſtoms ; but we ſay, we cannot help our ſelyes, or them, for the 
Law will have it ſo, The Law had aTwo-edged Sword of Penalties,and 
fome of them who took Sword to guard and aſſiſt the Church, havin 
ſpent their heat, grew for the molt part,cold,and mild, and more Dil. 
Gmeds were ſmitten with the Key than the Sword : And ſo nothing 


almoſt went on currantly and vigorouſly ; for more got- into the Com- 
munion 
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muanion than ſome would have, afd ſo many kept. out, that there were 
toonany to be dealt with. Several of the Biſhops having made work 
for others, and having their Wills, grew very gentle, I begin within 
my own Knowledge, or good Information. 1 ſhall not need to ſpeak 
of Biſhops, Monk, and Gauden, nor of Reynolds, who carryed the 
Wounds of the Church ( in his Heart and Bowels) to his Grave with 
him, as is well known to many that knew him : but ſpeak ofthe moſt 
rigorous at firſt hand. Doctor Laney, firſt Biſhop of Piterborough,who# 
had made a great busſle inthe croud of aſpiring men in Cambridge, 
till he came up ſeveral Stories, as high as he deſired to be, was very 
moderate in his Government. In his prime Viſitation ( asI have heard 
one ſpeak-that was by) before Bartholomew, he told ſome of his Clergy 
what he came about ; and as though he wonld wipe his hands, ſaid, 
5k $24 &MA& v6uO-; Not I, but rhe Law; and could, (touſe his own 
Phraſe to a ſcrupulous Perſon ) look through 
his Fingers, and ſuffer a worthy Nonconfor- Mr. Sam. Ainſworth, 
m7 to preach publickly very near him, for at Brampton, - joyning 
ſome years together, after his Remove tro wpor Bugden, 
Lincoln, © by 
Biſhop Sanderſon was ſevere, and troubled long with a ſharp Diſ- 
eaſe, which might exaſperate his mind, had a Roll of Miniſters under 
his angry Eye, deſigned for Diſcipline ; but when he drew nigh © 
his latter End, he commanded that Roll to be burnt, afd faid, He 
would dye in Peace. , . | 
Dr. Earle, Biſhop of Salisbury, was a Man that could- do Good 
againſt Evil, forgive much, and of a charitable Heart, and died, to 
the no great ſorrow of them, who reckoned his Death was juſt, for la- 
bouring all his Might againft the Oxford Fige-mile Aft. | 
But moſt remarkable is that Paſſage in the laſt Teftamernt, Printed 
both in Engl;ſhand Latin, of the Learned Dr. Coſms, Biſhop of Du- 
reſm, printed with his Funeral Sermonand Life. He leaves a Mark 
upon the Preſbyterian, to ſatisfie us that he was none ; but tells the 
#rch, That our great and main work is, to Unite. The Paſſage de- 
ſerves Tranſcribing, viz. pag 126. I rake it to be my Duty, and of all 
my Brethren, eſpecially the Biſhops and Minifters of the Church of God, 
to do our utmoſt Endeavours, according to the Meaſure of Grace which is. 
given to every one of Us, that at * an End may be put to the Diffe- 
rences of Religion, or at leaſt, they may be leſſened, &Cc. 
And ſome of good Credit, fay, that Sir Joſeph Shelden, when Lord 
Mayor, adviſed with his Uncle, the Arch-Biſhop, what he ſhould do 
with 


\. 
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with Diſſenters ; the Arch-Biſhop gave him this wiſe Anſwer : Tou 
are Lord Mayor of London, as I am Arch Biſhop of Canterbury. Wnd 
in whar ſenſe Sir Joſeph took it, the quietreſs of his Year doth explain. 
He that delighted ſo much in Fiſhing, well knew, that troubling the 
Waters was not the way to catch Fiſh. 

How others of their Order, that are dead, and alive, that managed 
that Affair, for the ſtanding or ſhaking of this Church, have carryed 
themſelves in Debates and great Tryals, is better known to others 
than to me. Onlyl will crave leave to fay, That one, at that time 
but DoRor, hath not conſulted the quict of peaceable conſidering 
Men, by provoking Mr. Baxter to ſhew Reaſons of his Nonconformity, 
which are too hard for many to anſwer, and unanſwered yet. [ See the 
{Reverend aud Good Author of the Proteſtant Reconciler, p. 202 & 205, 
&c.] Anditis to no purpoſe to ſet R, againſt B. and Baxter again 
Baxter ; as if none could anſwer him till he turn Conformiſt, and an- 
ſwer himſelf; and it will not do, to whiſper, that the man is rude 
and crack*d ; for indeed, the more crack*d he is, the more Kernel is 
ſeen. 

, . Thewiſeand good Biſhop Wikkzns was a Man of another Spirit, and 
# took comfort, in his healing Endeavours, upon his Death Bed. And 
the Lord, of his infinite Mercy, move and engage their Right Reve- 
trend Survivours, and other Eminent Divines of the Church, to lay to 
Heart our doleful, broken, and declining State, and ſupplicate the 
King and Parliament to unte and ſtrengthen the Proteſtant Intereſt. 
A far better 'work, than to invite the Nonconformiſts to come in, as 
things do ſtands, or to provoke any of them to ſhew cauſe of their 
Nonconformity, which tends but to exaſperate ſome, and to ſhake 
others out of their own Communion, if they prevent it not. . I do. not 
{peak at all adventures. 1f ſome could have executed the Laws, or 
prevailed with Magiſtrates ſo to do, we ſhould have had a Militant 
Church indeed. In the year 1669, we had ſeveral Articles ſent down 
to the Clergy, with private Orders to ſome, to make the Conventi- 
clers as few and inconſiderable as might be. The 

That is, the eighth and laſt, was this, Whether you do think, they 
Diſſenters. mught be eaſily Suppreſt by the ff ance of the Ciml 
agiſtrate ? Some. made bold to anſwer more 

than Ay, or No. Since, what Incouragement had a ſort of ſcandalous 
Perſons to become Jnformers. But God took ſome of theſe into his 
own hand ; ſome cut off, and ſome convinced ; and through the gen- 
tleneſs of the Civil Magiſtrate, and ſhame of the Office, Mecrings 
went 


went on,and grew; as they are at this day. Some of the Informers 
were ſtruck into an Awe of thePreachers, and manner of their Preach- 
ing; ocet Ned; and ſome, as of Leiceſterſhire, died miſerably. See 
the Life . John Tregoſs, Ch. Gibbons. See the Narrative in 
the end of the Fourth Plea. 

I have been large in this Head ; I will be ſhorter in the reſt. 

4.The fourth conſideration is, the Qualifications of their Perſons. They 
have their faults,no doubt: The 4nzels of the Churches are not Angels of 
Heaven. Their Holineſs and Morality 1s conſpicuous, and they are uſc- 
ful many ways in the Common-wealth ; and for their Miniſterjal Abi- 
lities, allowing them but thoſe Grains which no man of Charity denies, 
and no man of any Abilities can paſs for currant without, they fon men 
of different ſtatures,it is true, but ſome) are eminent, for variety of ex- 
cellent and nſeful Learning, and known to the Church of God, by man 
rare Pieces of PraCtical Divinity, and Controverſal. Beſides, the-ma- 
ny Tracts of particular men, that will be valued while Chriſtianity 
hath. any name among Ages to come. See but a Specimen of thei 
Dexterity in Practical Divinity, in thoſe LeRtures, called, The Morn-"* 
ins Exerciſes at Cripplegate, and Supplement. For poſitive, in their / 
Morning Exerciſes at St. Gzles in the Fields, &c. i And'their Polemical,/ 
in their Morning, Exerciſes againſt Popery.- «And there are very able 
Divines and Ptzachers vp and down the-Eand, beſide thoſe that are 
known in Lond; What Service hath Mr..PooPs Nullity and Dialogues, 
Dr. Owen's Atiſwer to'Fier Lux, Mr, Baxtor's Key for Catholicks, &c. 
and Mr. Clarksor's reheat rs Papiſts, and his Obſervations 


— 


upon the Jeſuits Speechesy dane ?* What a notable Book is Mr. Hughes's # 
Mar of Sin? 1 hope noman wilt Wirik, that I Iook-upon them as the 
. only Champions fn this Cauſe, ofextol then, to leſſen or depriveany 
*ofour Conforming Worthies of the Honour of their open and hazard- 
ous Engagements again{t that Daring FaCtion. - No, but my Soul longs 
to ſee them all under the ſame Banner, and of the ſarne Body, and the 
fame Dcnomination. The meaſures'6ftheſe muſt not be taken from 
fome mens Books, who had magyified their Office more, if they had 
not expoſed and vilified them and their Writings, Arethere any 
mean and weak among them ? Thcy may be uſeful, if nouriſhed and 
improved ; but the helt of them all hath no more Liberty, befides 
what he ventures for, than the very meaneſt. 1 would conclude, hum- 
bly propoſing theſe Queries. / 
irſt. Whether it is thought that any of them are enabled from abcye, 
with Miniſterial Abilities ; and inſtrutted tothe Kingdom of Gad ? 
I'will nat deſcend fo low as our Legal Rule of Tryal ,- Ate they fi:ted 
G | 
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for the 2.miſterial Office? Have they underſtanding in theScripture ? 
Skill in Original and other uſeful Learning, f Axe they Qpthodox in 
Judgment, free from Hereſie ? Do they conſent to;the ed Do@t- 
rines of the Church of England ? Have _ the Gift: terance ? 
Are they willing, and defirous to ſerve in the Goſpel of Chriſt ? No 
doubt, but from the oldeſt to the youngeſt of them, they will ſubmir 
to an. Examination, if _ neceſlary to their Admiſſion, Beſides 
the full proof that many of them have given, even to an Excellency, 
above moſt of our Brethren. What of all this ? will be ſaid unto me, 
They diſſent from the Diſcipline, Government and Legal Worſhip. 
I ask again, Are they for any Eſſential, Fundamental Parts of Apoſto- 
lical, truly Primitive Church-Government ? Will they promiſe to ad- 
miniſter all the Ordinances of the Goſpel, as Chriſt enjoyned them 
as the Apoſtles and their next Succeſlors did celebrate them (as near- 
ly as can be learned from undoubted and currant Hiſtory ? ) The 

Chief of them ſay, they can, and it is that they contend for. Laſtly, 
Lask; Do we think that Chriſt would have fent them out to Preach, 
or forbad them, the Apoſtles have given them the Right Hand of Fel- 
lowſhip, or not ? Would St. Paul have rejoyced that the Goſpel was 
Preached by them, or not ? 

Then Secondly, 1 Query ; Whether any that are intrufted by Jeſu 
Chriſt, in the Overſight of bis Church, and Adminiſtration of Govern- 
ment and Diſcipline 12 it, can forbid ſuch Men to Miniſter in his Church ? 

 Doth not here ſeem to be a Repugnancy between Chriſt and his Of- 
ficers, in his Church ? He fits and qualihes men with Gifts and Furni- 
Lure for his Churches Edification andGood,who ſtand in need of them; 
makes them yilling to ſpend, and to be ſpent , but the Governours of 
the Church will not admit them in, but caſt them out ;; and by their - 
Cannon, judge them Excommunicate : ſo, whom Chriſt ſends, th 
refuſe. Whoſe Will ſhould ſway, the Maſter of the Family, Chri 
or his Stewards ? But it will be ObjeRted, They will not Conform to the 

Church, as Eſtabliſhed by Law ; and better the Church ſhould looſe their 
Labours, than the Hedge of Government ſhould be thrown down for them : 
Dr. Stilling fleet, Irenic. p. 42. ſays, The Magiſtrate cannot forbid true 
DeoFtrine to be Preached, 

1 humbly offer, 1. Whether any fuch Laws ſhould be made, ſtand 
/1n forcez or executed againſt men ſound in Doctrine, and inabled by 
Chriſt to ſerve him ? 2. Whether this Form of Government, with all 
its Accidentals required, to which they cannot conform, be that Form 
ef Conſtitution, with the Accidentals,Rites, and Ceremonies.to ho 
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they muſt ſubmit, or elſe bedeprived, according to the Mind of chr? 
I go upon this Suppoſition, That as all particular Laws of the Church 
muſt agree with the general Rules of Chriſt, ſo not to be impoſed to 
- the damage of Believers. 3. Whether the 47 vg Church:Prattice 
be not rather a Rule to all ſucceeding Ages to follow, than the Fourth 
Age, which waxed wanton in Ceremonies, and caſt thoſe Ceremonious 
Shadows from her Body, becauſe the Sun of Imperial Favour and Proſ- 
perity did ſhine upon her ? 4. I humbly offer, that ſuppoſing that the 
preſent Church-Frame of Government, Diſcipline, Worſhip and Ce- 
remonies, ( which as it is with the ſcrupled Aſſents, and Additions, 
and Penalties, is no older than 1662) be as near as may be to the 
Prime Primitive Apoſtolical Church ; for all this, whether there be no 
way to be uſed, or taked with the Non-conforming Brethren. ( ſuppoſe 
them all under an Errour, as to this particular of Church Goverament 
and Ceremonies ) but to ſilence them, to forbid them to Preach, up- 
on ſuch Penalties ? Or ought nor the Governours of the Church, out 
of reſpett to their Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, and to the Gifts and Graces 
which he hath given to them, and thereby commended them in his 
Name, to the Acceptation of his Flock, to find out ſome way to render 
them uſeful to the Service of his People ? Ido ſuppole, that all, whom 


Chriſt hath qualified with Abilities, and made willing, and that have. 


—— ms 7 bis —_ ought to be IEG and: imploy- 
And may and write it trembling ) ls there not implyed 
> wo ” them that binder, as well as to them that —oler pc 
Objection. But they are diſobedient to the Law of the Land, &c. 
I Anſwer, To the "Temporal Laws ? they ſubmit to them. To the 
Temporal Laws requiring Conformity ? I make bold to ask, Are any 
forbidden by that Law, to Preach, &c. whom Chriſt hath fitted for 


it ? Then ought not that Law to be Reviſed and Repealed ? Are ; 


there no Conditions or Terms required by that Law, but ſuch as are ' 
ſtrictly the Terms which Chriſt (by whom the Chri#t:ian Magiftrate 
bears ny hath directed them to make, for all that ſhall enter into 
the Church ? If ſo, then it muſt be a Law of the Medes and Perſians : 
* there is no ſuch thing pretended. This Law was not given in the 
unt. 
There is no Temporal Law, but is nulled, or amended, when it ap- 
hears -—— to the Common-wealth ; and why not, when to the 
urch, | 
Objeq. But the Church needs them not, and there are more in the Uni- 
G 2 verſities 


- 
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werſities and Countries, and Cities, that will conform, than the Revenue 
of the Chnrch will maintain, . 
Anſwer 1. Itis one thing to admit our Non-conforming Brethren to 
the Preferments of the Church, and another to the Service of the 
hurch ; admit them firſt, and God will provide for them in time: } 
believe they deſire: not that any man ſhould be diſplaced for them. 
2. Put them intoa capacity for the Diſcharge ofthe Miniſterial Of- 
_/ fice, for which they are prepared, and many of them have Epiſcopal 
 Ordination already. 
3. He that ſaith there are too many Labourers for the Work of 
, Chriſt in the Church, muſt hold, that Chriſt gives Gifts ſuperfluons, 
7 and gives Talents to them that have no place to Trade with them, or 
knows not the weight of the Paſtoral Charge, or the great need of 
Souls, and of more help. 
"1 tho If there be ſuch ſtore of Miniſters, that there is no room, it 
,would be acceptable to Chriſt, to take care of Forreipn Plamations. 
” But alas ! How many go aſtray for want of Shepherds ! [ See Afr. 
Goodwin*s Negroes Advocate. ; 
_- Laſtly; I doubt not; but it is in the power of our Church Govern- 
ours, to make agreat Change for the great Advantage of the Church; 
ſome of them have a great Influence pon the Legiſlation ; many have 
Intereſt in, if not, great Freedom with the Great Men in Power, Op- 
rtunities to ſpeak for the Morning Church, and to ſhew them what 
1s good ; which would more become the Miniſters of Chriſt, than to 
expoſe the Infirmities of the Nonconformiits, or mil report their Do- 
ings. If inthepreſent _—_ and Dangers of the Church, (which 
they are ſenſible of, becauſe of our Diviſions, or elſe many would not 
invite them in, or condemn them for keeping out ) Onur Great'men in 
the Church do not all that in them lyes, to procure our Peace ; they 
are like to anſwer for it to the Prince of Peace. They that urge the 
Law againſt their Brethren, muſt either convince them of the Good- 
neſs of eyery Point required by Law, which they can never do, as 
that to which they ought, upon peril of their Salvation, to ſubmit ; 
or elſe declare their Grief, that with all their Importunities, Prayers, 
and Favour with men in Power, they cannot get the Law made eaſfie ; 
or elſe this lyes againſt them, that, many of the Church procured the 
law, which was enaCted upon their Advice, and to gratifie them : and 
if ſo, then they but for a time conceal their own Uncharitablenefs, uns 
des the Wing ofa Law, which is pleaſing to them, It is evident to af 


| that haye Fyes to ſee, and that have two Eyes to ſee withal, who hath 
. gotten 
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gotten by this Uniformity. If it be ſaid, that Popery hath got by Nox- 
conformity, they will readily reply, Who made them Non-confogmiſts ? 
They gave them warning of the Danger, and did all that was in the 
power of loyal, peaceable, honeſt men, for Unity and Peace. For my 

rt, I cannot reply, nor confute their Vindication. And ſo much 

r this Head. * 

5. Conſider their Behaviour fince their unhappy Ejection, under 
their many Sufferings. That their Sufferings have been' great, is no- 
torious to them” that know them, or have Chriſtian Bowels in them. 
To what end ſhall I make a diſtribution of them, into Spirituals, into 
Temporals, into Perſonal and Domeſtical ? They are condemned 
for making a Separation ; of all men in the Land, they have the great- ” 
eſt cauſe to be for Union, and againſt Separation ! They 
-have ſuffered many cutting Separations. Such as from the 
Magiſtrates Fayour and good Opinion, from their Beloved Congrega- 
tions; from their Habitations and Maintenance ; from their Libra- 
Ties and Studies; from their own Friends, eſpecially the Worldly- 
wiſe; from their former Familiars; from their Wives and Children, 
Abundance of them have been made of the Order of Mendicants, to 
eat other Mens Bread, to wear other Mens Cloaths, and to procure 
theirown Liberty, and to diſpoſe of their Children to Callings with 
other Mens Money and Charity. Theſe things indeed are nothing 
to them that have no Sences ! Have they ſuffered in their Names, in 
theic Liberties, Impriſonment,where they got their Deaths, as aboye- 
ſaid? It hath been a dear Separation tothem ! The Non-conformity 
hath loſt ſome Miniſters many thouſand pounds. And what have all 
theſe things been for ? For their own Faults, Humours, Factious N2- 
ture? ec, Havenone of them any Wit, Reaſon, Policy, Religion, 
Conſcience ? Are all ſo nought, or ſo fooliſh, ſuch Babes or Mad-men, 
that they hate Peace, hate their Wives and Children, and their own 
Fleſh ? Or, cannot chooſe what?s beſt, a good Living, or a naſty Pri- 
ſon, or be in perilofit ? O that we would forbear to Judge our Fel- 
low-Servants ! They declare plainly and truly, 
they cannot conform to the preſent Conſtiruti- They that think, ther 
on : Who ſhould beſt know that, They or We ? to be againſt aChurch: 
Will it follow, we can, therefore they may ? Government, becauſe 
Or, that good Men have, therefore all good they cawt conform to 


Men can ? Two thipgs have been declared by al particulars in thy, 
them, are much miſtaken, 


it. That 
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1. That they cannot forbear their Miniſtry ; Preach they muft, 
See the Apologie for their Preaching, in the Third Plea, 

2. As dear as Preaching is to them, and the Magiſtrates Fayour, 
and a Portion of the ſettled Maintenance, yet they cannot comply on 
the Legal Terms. 

But, have they attempted their Liberty by any treacherous Conſpi- 
racies ? Have they Preached Seditiouſly ; Or been Achans in the + 
Catup, or Nadabs, or Abib#'s ? They ask no Favour but common. 
They may ſay, as that excellent Mr. Joſeph Aller, in his gallant Speech 
( wiſe, humble, and full) to the Judge, when ſentenced to pay a hun 

grad Mark, and lye in Priſon till it was paid z He was glad that it had 
' appeared, before his Country, that 4g ona he was charged with, he 
was guilty of nothing but doing his Duty; and that all thas did —_ by 
the Evidence, was only, That he had F 44 a Pſalm, and inſtrutted his Fa- 


mily, others being there,and both in his own Houſe ; and that if nothing 
which had been urged would ſatisfie, he ſhould, with all chearfulneſs and 
thankfulneſs, accept whatſoever Sentence his Lordſhip ſhould pronounce up: 
on him, for ſo good and righteous a Cauſe, [Life of Mr. Foſeph Allen, 


- 59. 
r Dbjct. ,- ſome of them gather Churches, Preach in time of publick, 


Service, and are ill tempered Men, &c. | 

Anſ. 1 meddle not in this, as it is a matter of Controverſy, ſtated 
and agitated by different Perſwaſions : but as it is a matter of Com- 
plaint; and fo, I ſay, we ought todo all thatgood Men can do, for 
one Mind, one way, to narrow Controverſies, by enlarging Conditi- 
ons of Communion. 

2. Many cannot help Preaching in time of Publick Service. 

1. Becauſe, elſe they cannot Preach at all, for the diſtance of their 
Auditors. 

2, Againſt their Wills they are conſtrained, becauſe many that re- 
fuſe to hear the Publick Miniſters, would be drawn to Meetings of 
Qugkers : And this was one reaſon which good Dr. Staunton in parti- 
cular, gave for his Preaching at St. Mbans at ſuch times. So, many 

F, of the Nonconformiſts are a ſecond Sieve ; if they Preach not, much 
” Corn would fall to the gathered Heaps of other Diſſenters. 

3. Seeing they are under an Obligation of Preaching, in one ſenſe, 
the more publick their Preaching 1s, the better ; for then they will 
be ſure to Preach nothing but what all may hear. See this Proved 
in the Second Plea. | | 
4+. The Law makes no difftrence between publick and their _ 

Houles 
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Houſes, if chey exceed Four. If therefore they judge themſelves (and 
none can better judge than themſelves) obliged to Preach upon perit 
ofthe Law, they take the more publick Places, no greater Penalties 
being to be ſuffered for that, than a meer private Corner. 

Laſtly, Hath any of them ſuffered as an Evil Doer ? ( taking evil . 
doing in the common ſenſe) or deſerved to ſuffer theſe eighteen 
Years ? Have they not aſlerted the Common-lIntereſt ? Sought the 
publick Welfare ? Oppoſed Popery ? And been. as obedient Sub- 
jets to the King as any other, ſave only in this controverted Point ? 
What pity is it that the Boſom of the Church were not as open and 
as large as the Kings gracious Protection is to them, as leading pea- 
ceable and quiet Lives, in all Godlineſs and — 

What though they complained ! have they ſenſe, or are they ſtu- 
pid ! Have they ſtirred Sedition, and diſtracted the Governement ? 
Taken the advantage of a horrid Plot to play their own Game ? Qr , 
laid a Countermine ? ( as it pleaſed one of our Moderators, or Plot- 
diſcoverers, to entitle his Book ) If they are ſo gracious with 
the rich Tradeſmen, and Populace, it ſhall be to their Honour, and is 
to their Comfort, that they have made no other uſe of the Goodneſs 
of the People, than to fave their Souls. How glad ſhould all true Pro- 
teſtants be, that the Preſbyterian Plot, is fallen, together with their own 
Popiſh Plot , upon the ſame Pates ! Or was the Separation of the Non- 
conformiſts, the Door by which Popery was entring in ? Then indeed 
the Door muſt be ſtopt up by all means. But by thus time it is but too 
apparent,and with grief be it written, that the Church of England had 
bred ſome Birds, that do pluck out her Eyes. The Heifers always 
went in the Church-yard, with which the Papifs plowed ; ſhameleſs 
Hypocrites that cryed upthe Church, to throw it down ! 

Not to multiply Objettions and Anſwers. It is, or may be clear, that 
nothing but Conſcience of Sin and Duty doth govern the Learned, Ju-" 
dicious,and Honeſt Nonconformi3ts, 1 fuppoſe there are many ofthem 
that deſerve theſe CharaCters : and becauſe they are governed by their 
Judgments and Conſciences 3 it is the great Duty of Governours to 
have reſpedt to them, and to take away all occaſions of our bleeding” 
Diviſions ; it is inthe Power of our Geyernours to remove the Cauſes, 
and not in them. If the Judgments and Conſciences of our Govern- 
ours be to walk ſtritly,according to the Ruleand Meaſure of our Con- 
formiry, and cannot relax, nor remove any part of it ; and the Judg- 
ment of the Nonconformi#ts be, that they cannot come up to it ; then 
the Diviſions muſt xemain as now they are, and the Deciſion be defer- 
red 
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red to the laſt coming of Jeſus Chriſt.But may it not be decided before 
that ? For where hath Chriſt made the Governours Conſciences, the 
exat meaſure of other Miniſters ? But our Laws declare moſt of the 
things in Controverſy, to be in their own nature indifferent, and my- 
table; and therefore it is in their Power to take away both the Things, 
and the Obligation to them ; and to bind us only to the Obſervation 
of neceſſary things, and to leave things which they found indifferent, 
as they found them, without Judging one another. And for this rea- 
ſon, Wiſdom and Charity requires a relaxation upon their Parts , 
and they have this to plead for chem, that they have long tryed to 
bring Miniſters and People to an Uniformity in theſe things, but 
could not ; and therefore for Peace, and Love, Unity, and Edification, 
they have taken away their Obligauon. 

- That the Nonconformifts cannot ſubſcribe, and declare, and ſubject 
themſelves to this Yoke ( how eaſie ſoever it ſeems to many) becauſe 
they cannot in their Judgment and Conſcience approve and dn them, 
needs no great labour to prove it, toany Man of Chari:y, 

1. Becauſe their Intereſt, as well as Duty, hath put them upon the 

ſcrious ſtudy of the Caſe. And being men 
Beſides Mr.Baxter, Mr: of Learning, Light, Labour, and of Years, 
Corbet, and others, The they may be ſuppoſed as fit to find out their 
Sacred Hierarchy, and the own patt, as other men to find it for them. 
ſmall Treatiſe of $candal, And to any that hath bur the deſire to lee, 
and Indifferent Thinzs, patience to read, and that thinks not to 
give evidence of cloſe and throw them off with a ſcornful Huff; they 
deep inveſtigation of have written like men of Parts, Judgments, 
things. Mr. Barret, Mr. 'and Temper. And they dayly almoſt ſend 
Firmin, &c, - abroad into the World, the Iſſues of ſerj- 
ous Thoughts, and ripe Underſtandings 

and Appearances of great Seriouſneſs and Reſolution. 

2. They do not follow the DiCtates of a weak and erring Conſcience, 
but fear to ſin againſt a tender Conſcience, upon the beſt information 
" of their Judgments. There is a great difference betweena weak Con- 

ſcience and a tender Conſcience ; a weak Conſcicnce follows a weak 
/ Judgment, and the clearer and ſtronger the Judgment is, the more 
tender ſhould the Conſci:nce be. It may therefore ſeem, that their 
diſſent proceeds not from their Weakneſs, and that their obſtinacy 
proceeds not from theic Will, as oppoſing Light and Reaſon ;, bur 
f-om the ſettlement and determination of their Judgment and their 
$1accrity, not daring 10 act againſt cheir Julgments. But if it were 
their 
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their Weakneſs, it muſt be indulged ; if it wear theis Obſtinacy again 
Reaſon, ( which appears not ) what will a wiſe Father do with a 
machful Child ?Will he provoke andiencreaſe his Stomach, by require- 
ing of him needleſs thirgs with great rigour, and not rather qualific 
and winhim ? mew | ; 

3 If it be nat Conſcience of Sin that makes them diſſent, it is either,/ 
their Policy for ſome worldy Latereſt, or their Folly. If the firſt, then 
it cannot conſiſt with worldly Policy, to take ways direQtly contrary 
to what they aimat. What honour is it for a Man: to be railed upon, 
reviled, ſuſpeted ? &c. What Profit is it for a Man to quit a Cer- 
tainty for an Ungertainty ? and to live Precariouſly ? Where the Po- 
licy of Non-Conformity lies,doth not appear to me. Is it their Folly? Are 
there no wiſe Men among them ?-not one ! They have had Experience 
by this time to make them wiſe; if nothing elſe. If they are Fools, it is 
for Chriſt. They come not behiad their Neighbours for Wit, and Abi- 
licies. 

4. What, but Conſcience of Sin and Duty, could afford them that 
Peace and Joy, inDiſgraces and Sufferings, in Hazards, both living and 
dying ! You'l ſay Fanaticiſm may end in fancied Joy and Comforts. 
True, buttheſe could as well diſtinguiſh between the Effects of 
Imagination, and Self-examination, between a Rock and Sand, and 
have taken as much pains to avoid a Cheat, as other men. Ic muſt be 
poets that many that have drawn Sufferings upon themſelves de- 

ervedly, by their Imprudence, have themſelves in high Con- 
mnconding ripenels of JadgmeateTaquiſcivenciring their Cue, 
| ing, ripeneſs 0 gmentyInquiſitiveneſs into their Caſe, -- 
their Reaſons, Motives, and after Prayer and = have delibe- ©. 
rately choſen a ſuffering Part, and-found Comfort e Conſcience 

of their Sincerity, be no more than the Comfort of a Hypocrite under 

the Power of Deluſion, let the conſcientious Judge ? 

5- If they are not conſcientious in their Now-conformity, then they 
are diſobedient to the SS any they are Factious Diſturbers 

' of the Churches Peace, Schiſmatical, and Enemies to the Churches 
Groweth and Union : they are Hypocritical,and na word Atheiſtical; 
they are unrighteous, unkind, unmerciful to their own Fleſh, to their 
Wives and Children, oppreſſive to thoſe few that are liberal to them; 
yea,. many have deſtroyed themſelves, and no leſs then this can be 

" faidof their Way, that it is the high way of Sin' and certain Damnaci- 
on. And if they are ſuch wicked Perſons, ſach Hypocrites in Masks and 
Cloaks, they are but uſed too well - and better they ſhould be out-of 
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The Charch then in it. But then to bring them off from theſe horrid 
Imputations ; theſe things are conſiderable z | 

- 1. If they were not Men of Intergrity and Conſcience, they would 
not keep without, becauſe there is more to be got within. Doubtleſs 
they are not the only conſcientious Men ;. for there are many thoy- 
fands I hope, of fiacere, good Men that Conform, that have Peace and 
Comfort ina faithful diſcharge of their -Duties. But l ſay, if our 
Diſſenting” Brethren were not conſcientious, and ſincere, then they: 
-would ſwallow Oaths or Declarations, and ſubſcribe even to Salt and- 
Spittle, for the ſake.of che preſent World. He that afts nog with re- 

peCt to the World to come, muſt needs act for the good things of 
of this. Now *tis clear that the Conformiſts have the higher Honour 
and Precedence, and the fatteſt Morfels. 

2. Our Nonconformifts have a better CharaRer, and are looked up- 
on as Conſcientious Men, and fit for the Churches Scrvice; 1. Becauſe 
of the due Reſpect, and Repute they have among Men of Parts, Eſtates 
and Temper. 2- Becauſe of the many Invitations, and even Chidings 
£0 unite and come in : which ſuppoſcth them» tobe men of Worth and 
Goodneſs, or elſe the further off the better. 3: Becauſe of the oft 
vaniſhing talk of an Indulgence in the firſt Ygars of their-Non- Conform- 
ity, Comprehenſion ſince, and fair Promiſes often made; 4. - Becauſe 
that many Juſtices of the Peace angry enough for the Church; and not 
pleaſed with them, have forborn to act againſt them, and could not find 
in their Hearts to execute the L_ Conſcientious Men,. though 
of different PRs My Coneluſion is; That they appear to 
{be Men of Conſcience , and if ſo, = ſhould be made for their coming 

in. One thing is urged to prejudg their tenderneſs, that Conſtienti- 
ous Men ſhould come as far as they can, and as neer a clofure as may 
be. Ah! what though they can do much, yet as to aftual Admiſſion, 
It is not doing ſome or many things that will bring thera in ; for they 
muſt declare and ſubſcribe to all and every thing. I knew a Man of 
Years and Parts, that could conform to all chin. five the Croſs, and 
loſt near 200 /. per Amnum, for that Itis all or nothing in this caſe. If 
we would bring. them in, take down the norrow Doors, and makes 
them a Paſllage of juſt Dimenſion and Latitude. Upon theſe Premiſes, 
That the Caſe of the Diſſenting Brethren js hard, that what they de- 
rmanded, or propoſed upon the Kings Commiſſion, to the Biſhops and 
the Commilſoners for the Church, were but what was thought fit to 
de conſidered of by Men, no donbt of as great Learning, and other 
QuTlifications, as any other of the fame Quality ; That their m5 

ave 
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have been very great, their Demeanour peaccable, their Abilities valu- 
able, and their Diſſent conſcientious, I do humbly conclude, and pro- 
ſe it to my Reverend Superiours, in any plac? of Power, Favour or 
ſntereſt, that they would fiacerely endeavour the qualifying of theſe 
worthy Perſons, for a lega! diſcharge of their Miniſterial Daties: A 
thing {0 pleaſing to God, agreeable to.the Government and Conde- 
ſcettion of Jeſus Chriſt, tothe Chriſtian Temper, ſo conducing to the 
Chnrches Union, Peace, Growth and Eſtabliſhment : to he ſilencing of 
many Controverſi:s, and that fearful Clamour- and Accufation cf 
Schiſm that | am not able to expreſs 1t. I cannot, it is acknowledged, 
judge what is another Mans particuiar Duty :but [ hambly conceive it 
15 mine in my Place ( which is but Jowindeed ) to provoke any Superi- 
our to it. And ifI were in their Place (which is but a Suppoſition nexc 
to a Dream YI ſhould neither eat, nor drink,nor fleep with SatisfaCtion, 
till this were done,or endeayoured: nar think of appearing before Feſws 
the Chief Shepherd, with ye Acceptation. Hath he rcquireq this 
Uniformity at eur hands, of this Extent, with theſe SanCtions, have- 
ing for many Years ſeen no better Effetts of them' ? - [34 Wh. 
ath not his Gracious Majeſty by a late Proclamation for a great 
andneceſNry Daty of Faſting and Prayers, made this one end of that 
Sotemn Duty, to unite the Hearts of his Proteſtant Subjefts? Have we 
not in one Prayer repreſented the bleeding wounds from our Diviſions 
and'in another, prayed for Union ? Have many taken Direftjon to 
wreſtle with God, ( Latfgh. and 'Scorn" who dare at the Word ) to 
grant u$'thar Bleſſing? And what was the meaning of it-? Was ng 
more to be underſtood by it, than to ny the Diſſenting Brethen on a 
ſudden to ſee, what afrer many Years Study, Prayers and Sufferings 
they cannot ſee? On a ſadden to convert them againſt their Reaſon ? 
And to condemn themſelys for their Diſſent ? Surely, I cannot think 
it : for what were this but to pray for an Impoſlibility or a Miracle, 
and topray in vain, in our Solemn Humiliation! If Union be ſo-defire- 
able a Metcy, as certainiy it is ; what ſhall we do for Union ? Are there 
no other Terms of Union but theſe'? Without doubt it is their great 
Sin, not to comeas near to a Cloſure as Poſſibly they can ; but doch 
all the. Dnty lieon their ſide ? and no more upon us than tn call them 
in? And if not, let them be excommunicated from the Church, if nor 
accurſed of God ! Or where they never meant,as being no Proteſtants ? 
or not Loyal *Wwbjects ? And what are they that ſay or think 0? The 
Lord in Mercy grant, we may not ſee ſuch a Trial. as 1 doubt not 
they would by the Grace of God as forwar/lly engaged in, as © true 
H 2 PIotge 
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Proteſtants, and as Loyal Subjects to the-King and Goverment, tothe 
xpence and Profuſion of their deareſt Blood, as any other, 

I cannot think any thing more ſuitable to the, Clemency of the 
King's Nature,who hathalways been Teady to gratifie peaceableDeſigns. 
Can wethink ic is not ſuitable to the Conſtitution of the late Great, 
and United Parliament, orto any other that ſhall be choſen by a free 
Fleftion ? This great Body hath as anep diſcerning _ as ever any 
other had, and have made as deep Diſcoveries of the Works of Dark- 
neſs as any other, for their time : and ſee a neceſſity of uniting Pro- 
teſtants at home, and ſuccouring Proteſtants abroad ; and cannot 
they diſcern, by what Perſons, whoſe Endeayours, to whoſe purpoſe 
out Conſtitutions haye been ſcrewed ſo high ? They are nor unſenſible 
by whomthey have been called a Presbyterian Parliment, and who are 
afraid of their undoing all : Perhaps indeed they would think it hard. 
meaſure; that every man in England ſhould be turned out of Doors, 
that will not be content that his Houſe ſhall beexaCtly Uniform. They 
may by Experience know that there may be Peace and Unity, and Cha- 
rity in Houſes, that are of different Figure and Form. There is a valt 
diffexence between pulling down painted Glaſs, which . keeps out 
Light, and making Doors wider, or taking down ſome Partitions, and 

ing down Houſes. Oh! let it never be ſaid, that Chruch-Men are 
moſt moroſe, difficult, and ſtiff, and can grant nothing, but in a great 
Extremity. Tt 

And 1 pray God that he would-move, and effeQtually work upon 
their Hearts,to take the Opportunities and Advantages God puts into 
their Hands, to ſupplicate and promote the great Work of Healing. It 
will be aWork moſt pleaſing to allConformifts.that have the trueſtPrin- 
ciples of Chriſtianity, that are not factious, to keep what they have,or 
think.the gain of Peace to the Church, will bring a loſs to any of them ; 
or that are . not Melancholy, and given to pore upon. Shadows, and 
to think their Fancies to be the unalterable Frame of Antiquity. If we 
cannot diſtinguiſh between an Alteration and a. Diſſolution ; between 
Reformation ( of what hath been changed one way or other, in eyery 
Princes Reign, ſince the 2d of Edw. 6.)and an Extirpation, we are 
not Cathedral men, that know the Note may be changed, and, the In- 
ſtrument unbroken, and that the ſame Pſalm may be read and ſung, 

Many cry out upon Schiſm, that mils of the Notion ; It isa very | 
great Sin ! Should we not therefoe do what poſlibly we can, to re- 
inove the Cauſes, and to redeem Souls from the Sin and Guilr of it ? 

To this end, let us take notice, that the Carnal Heart js the Drag 
: ITE 
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Schiſm. Are there no Schifmatical Notions, or Paffions and Luſts inus 
within the Pale ? We know that Unsformity in Diſcipline and Modes of 
Wor ſhip, could not extinguiſh, or reſtrain Diviſions in former dayes. 
How was the Church divided between thoſe two, the prevailing and 
rifing Arminian Innovators, and the Anti- Arminian Propugnators of 7 
the - Doftrine and antient Diſcipline of the Church ? And the Feuds 
were greater between theſe, in many Reſpedts, than between the Con- 
formi/t and Non-conformiſt: And the ftraining of the Girdle of Uni- 
formity burſt the Buckles, and the Garments hung looſe, till by a 'new 
AR, the Girdle was made ſtronger, and leſs then it was before, and 
new Buckles made on purpoſe for it. — 

There is an Unity, where there is not an Uniformity,and #ice verſe. 
To what Church in London can a man go, and find an Uniformicty; ex-.y 
actly keeping with Rybricks, and Orders ? and yet there isa Conformi- 
ty, and in general an Unity. I might inſtance in Miniſters, -and Peoples 
&eriatiog From the Rule in Prayers. What Uniformity. among the 
People ? ſome ſtanding, others kneeling, and others leaning; if not ſit- 
ting ; Some facing the Eaft, others the Weſt, and othexs the North and 
South . ſome ule the Reſponds, ſome low, and others loud, and others 
ſilent , -and yet there may be an obp in the Amen, either oral or men- 
tal.  Uniformity will never be forced to Particulars, muſt lie in Ge- 
nerals, as Unity in Eſſentials. God both in the works of Nature, Pro: 
vidence and Grace, is moſt glorious in variety, in Multiformity. ,Uni- 
formity, as it is an outward manifeſtation of Unity, and as an he'p to 
Unity and Edification,6& Peacezis moſt defirable,buttoo rigorous preſ-# 
ſing of it,is one cauſe of Schiſm, and Contention, To a clear flatidg of a 
Schiſm, we muſt enquire into the Church as inviſible, viſible as in its 
one Eſſential Nature, ſeparate from Legal Eſtabliſhment, and in its ”' 
Legal Eſtabliſhment ; and accordingly diſtinguiſh of Schi/m, which is 
aggravated from Circumſtances. In our days Nen-conformity and , 
Schi ſm are made convertible, whereas the Internal Cauſes may be in * 
Conformiſts, as well as Non-couformiſts, But what is the external 
Bond and Ligature of Conformizy.? what makes the Conformiſt, and 
what makes the Non-conformſt ? Take away the Mound and Pale; 
and the Incloſure, and the Open-field is all oe Field for the Flocksto 
feed together. Some have extolled the At of Uniformity as a bleſ- 
ſed Act ; and fomeas the Bulwark of the Proteſtant Religion. Ir muſt 
be acknowledged, that is'is 2 Bleſling to the Church, to have nurſing 
Fathers, and to have our Religion Eſtabliſhed by Law. But he that is 
the Author and Founder of our Religion is, the Bulwark alſo, and the 
+ rr ES © ST King's 
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King's Life and Conſtancy is a wonderful Mercy to ns : But alas! 

what a Fence is the Aft, if the Governours were changed ? The Pro- 

zeſtant Religion as Chciltian,, as oppoſite to Popery, was before the 
AC was. and wonld be, if it were reviſed and changed. ( The moſt 
that can be made of the Separations, is, that they are illegal and the 

aggravated Shi/m: illegal) From this the Conformiſt and oct; he I; 

- Teceivetheir Denominations. Before this, were Dr.” Bates, Dr. 7a- 

comb,” Dr. Ameſly, Mr.* Gouge and others, Shiſmaticks any more than 
thelearned Dr. T;lorſox or Mr. Neſt ? They could edifie the Church to- 
gether, carry on the-Morning Exerciſe together, and converſe as Bre- 
thren. But ſince a new Door and Parition hath been ſet up,they ap- 
pearto be astwo Families, and two - Parties ( I donbt not but the 
Dean's Catholick Head and Heart can take them in. ) If they hear him 
not, perhaps they may incur the angry mark of Separation , if he hear 
any of them, he may incur a Uiſpleaſure, Take away the Doors, and 
partition-walls, and the Houſe is one again. And there ate great ſuſ- 
pitions that the Surveyors made the Doors for Excluſion, and not a 
arge. Admiſſion.. * 

, : 2k If you: conſider; that which was an offenſive Innovation to a 
Brownrig, Ward,. Prideaux, &c.( quants viri |) is now- made Legal, 
viz. the ſervice in Latin inthe Univerſites, Wef/minſier, Wincheſter, 
Eaton, when they pleaſe, as was noted before. 

-. 2. .The Non-conformiſt of old ſtuck at Subſcriptions, ex «#timo, to 
the Canon-, but by this they-maſt ſubſcribe to'more and'declare, 
3; Not only to Articles of Religion (which was enough for. a Con: 
formift in Queen Etizaberths days ) but all and every thing, &c., Wis 
it'probable that they who ſcrupled the Ong Injuntion would Con- 
form to all, and more then was before enjoyned ? 
4. Did ſome think that Biſhops and Presbyters were but one Order? 

Now the Biſhops are conſecrated .in a new Form, to the Office of a 

Biſhop, as a Superiour Order ; at leaſt as ſome'conceive. ab, 

' 5. Many had taken the Covenant, which renounced not the Oaths 

of Allegiance and Supremacy, and bywirtue of theſe conjunttly, did 

adhere to Kingly Government, under the Ufurpation, and endeavour- 

eto reſtore the King. But that muſt be renounced, Will they for 

Peace and Union quic the DireRory, .and conform toa Liturgy? Ir 

ſhall-not bring them in! Would they have the Liturgy amended 2 They 

ſhall not, but in as few things as may be. Can they uſe the Ceremonies 
rather then b2 deprived ? They mult declare openly Aſſent and. Con- 
ſent to them, Can they practiſe the old Conformity # They muſt do 
; . more, 
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more.Would they become LeCturers,as heretofore they might be? No, 
not except they read Common Prayer; &c. declare Ailent and Con- 
ſent to it ence a month. If one thing will not keep them out, 2nother 
ſhall. If nothing at all will keep them ont, then they are hardly truſted - 
without great proofs. . 

That Honour of his Profeflion, and our Ape,and either the Example, 
or the Shame of them that ſhall ſucceed, Sir. Matthew: Hales, ( faid 
to Mr. Baxter, on whoſe word1take it ) this Act of Uniformity will 
never unite and heal us; anddid upon occaſion draw up a new Bill of 
UniformRty His Judgment might as ſoon be taken as any Mans ; and be- 
cauſe his Memory and Manufcripts, are in honour with our late, wiſe, 
and great Parliament, will deſerve a Reverend Inſpeftion, becauſe 
drawn-up by ſuch Perſon, for {6 great an uſe. | 

Here l could ſtop without. the Decency of Concluſion, my running 
thoughts being put to a ſtand, and ready to yield to a prevailing lmpo- 
tency and gricf of Heart. | | 

Firſt, becauſe ſo few Heads and Hands were united, and at work. to 
repaire the Breaches of a great Church, which ſhould be every Good 
Man's Prayer and Endeavour. hav $05 be? 

Secondly, Becauſe the Reſult of the. Debates and Counſels of, though 
but few, yet great, wiſe and good Men, ſhould be rejected by that Par-: 
ty in the Parliament, that was then too infenſible of our condition,. 
and too far ingaged. 

But why ſhould we look for better from thoſe Men, who ſaw tiot 
what they had done amiſs, nor repented of other great Evils, which 
the Nation hath ſeen and felt. and ſome of themſelves have feen,. too 
late, alas ! too late, except to repent. When Men's Principles are but , 
as Wheels moved by Intereſt, the Intereſt muſt be changed before the 
Wheels turn backward : Souldiers of Fortune prolong a War, and 
Counſellors of Fortune prolong Diſtractions. The Troublers of 7/- 
racl, that-put theHorſemen into Diſorder, and ſcotch'd the Wheels 
of many of our Chariots, were never for the drawing of them into one 
Body again, and makingthem ferviceable. Some great and good Men 
checked the Progreſs of the reſt, and at laſt the beſt overawed the 
Guilty, and did gallantly bear up againſt daring Rome : But the Oppo- 
ſition had been thermore ſucceſgſul and ſecure, if they. had brought 
the differing Parties of Proteſtants into a mutual Truſt and Aſſurance: 
Bleſſed be the Men, and bleſſed be their Memories, and bleſſed be their © 
Counſels, who have laboured to heal the hurt of the Daughter of Sion / 
And happy are they who firſt arrive at the Haven, though upon the” 


Planks of a torn and broken Church ! The Men of a Moſaic Spirit, 
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would have fet the contending 1/raelires at one, but our wiſe men 
would not receive a Bill of Union,-drawn and prepared by the great 
Lord Chief Juſtice Hales, They who had done the wrong, thruſt the 
Reconcilers away,,q. 4. Who made you Fudges ? But our Time was not, 
and is not yet come, although we have had a great Body, inſpired with 
as a Soul as ever breathed within thoſe Walls, that ſaw a like ne- 
cellity of including ProreFants, as of excluding PapiiFs. Theſe faw 
the things of our Peace, but could not overtake it. Perfidions Pro- 
teſtants ( ſocalled in the Humble Addreſs, Nov. 29,1580) could not 
find the way of Peace in his Majeſties Reſtauration, it was as far above 
them, as Heaven is above the Earth ; nor knew. how to imploy the 
Sword and Treaſure but againſt Proreſtents abroad ; nor their Power, 
but upon Proteſtants at home, who helped to reſtore them to it; nor 
their Peace, but in Effeminacy, Debau- 
' They may read their Cha- cheries , —_ of God, and the 
rafter in bus Majeſtie's Pro- Power of that Religion, whichthey ei- 
clamation againi# Debauche- - ther contratted into an uneafie corner 
| ries, 1660, Printed, ad ro be of a FaCtion, or elſe enlarged as fat as 
read in Churches, Rome. Andthey who reared too high 
' ag a Wall about the Church, havenot ſeen 
the Influence of the Sun upon it, toimpregnate it into/a' deſired Fruit- 
fulneſs ; the few Plants of a purer kind that ſpring up in it, look pale 
and yellow, faint and languid : There is a great noiſe and” found of 
Religion, but little' Life and Soul! What a Brood of Atheiſts, Papiſts, 

Zenlom Formaliſts, and Contenders have | romp up? And the Church, + 
which was the moſt pregnant Mother of ſolid and holy Chriſtians of 
any inthe World, after many years Travel and” Pains, ſees more of 
//the Shame and Form, thai.of the lively Spirit and Strength of true 


Take in more Labourers, there is Field-room enough;-and: the 
Harveſt will be the greater,and fo the Joy inHeaven will be thezreater\, 
But when Ignorance and Unbelicf, and the Effefts of them, Superſti- 
tion and Profaneneſs increaſe, as they will, by filencing convincing 
" Preachers,the Joy in Heaven is diminiſhe Sorrows upon Earth are 
—_——_—— The ſilencing of, ſuppoſe; but a hundred or two able 
Preachers in.one Age, 15a far greatenLoſs than can-be recompenced 
wich:the Conformity of a greater number that have :not the. Gift and 
Spirit:ofPreaching, Converſion and Salvation. 1% © © 4 
And for this cauſe, I cannot but conceal my Lamentation, for the 
” {great ſtop that hath been put upon the Labours of ſome hundreds of 


* excel- 
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excellent good Preachers, to the increaſe.of Tronbles upon Earth' 
and hinderance of Joy in Heaven. oh i _ 

But to draw to a Concluſion ; Lentreat the Reader to obſerve, that 
after my Papers went out of my hands, they came not back till they 
were Printed a' firſt and ſecond time :* So that I had no opportunity to 
correct, oe pag Errata's of the Preſs ; and mo I crave pardon.” If 
any good Men have,not Jiked ſome Expteſſions' in the former Editi- 
ons, which 'were too much feathered. with levity of Expreſſions. 1 
noted two things, as a Reſerve to the Body of the Diſcourſe. 


7. The genera! Inclination that appeared at that time, towards 4 
Forbearance of Penalties upon Diſſexrers, and to a happy Unicn in a 
ſafe and well bounded Lacitude ; and how this Incliaation came to be 
ſo publick. cagdgdt Tops.” tak 

2. I obſerved who were moſt averſe fcom, or indiſpoſed towards ſo 
happy a Compoſirion of our Differences known in the World, that 
there is no need of a Deſcription of them. 

1. Wiſe men will obferye, and all men that are in place of Power, 
wonld do well to obſerve the general lnclination of the moſt pious 
Proteſtants, that have aneverlaſting Intereſt in Chriftianity, and em- 
brace it apon its own Account, without reſpett tothe Temporal Pro- 
fits of it, and that can no more deſert it in its Cadency and Afiifted 
State, than their, oyyn Souls. This general Inclination and' Propenſity 
is beſt ſeen, when the gangert of Religion are diſcerned, and'men may 
ſpeak; their nfinds' with the greateſt Freedom, Such dangers did of 
hte pats and fuch a time there was for open Speech. And then 
the Diſcourſe of an Union of Diſſentins Proteſtams was entertained 
with a general Approbation and Joy, except by ſuch that think we are 
as well already, and cannot be better. - Our high and. well ſertled 
Clergy may apprehend there is a Change in the Minds of many of the 
Friends of the Charch of England, within theſe ten, or dozen years, or 
more. -'Not that they are*leſs 'reſolved in their Religion, bur leſs 
fond of dividing Accidentals, which will not by their uſe and good- 
neſs, ſatisfic for the loſs of Peace and Union. About the year 1660, 
too m2ny, having too little ſenſe and experience of the life of Religion, 
had but ſqw thoughts of too many ſound, prarBogh profitable 
Preachers ; and perhaps, becauſe too many. could not endure to hear, 
themſelves reproved'aad condemned, could roo eaſily part with them, 
and give them up to the pleaſures of them that had the Power to de- 
termine what muſt be obeyed, _ is in effect, who ſhould b2 taken in 

and 
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caſt ofF out of the Service of God." But had mai 
Places known their Loſs, they would have fate in Aſhes, :humb 


+ and who ſhould be 


cation to God and Gayernours to 
ed from them in Aﬀecti 
yment of their Labours. 
nes Ke epute of the Church in irs 
ing and fine Preaching, 
own Reputation in- its Exaltation.. The Learned Lor 
compared ſome to eſop's* Hen. 
caſion of their Preferment, who after made their Preferment the oc- 
caſion of their not Preaching, ( Speech in Parliament, 1641.) Theſe 
great Men were the Guides, ig the | 
ny out of the heighth of Loyalty and Joy, that we 
with other, great, thi 


their Souls, and making Supp 
them. And many- can: never be. eſtr 
though: they may be forced from the 
Again, ſome Church Divines kept up the 
Depreſſion, as to. L 


at firſt Preaching, was the oc- 


tiers ; and ma-. 
we had our King, gave 
1 complement, to the 
wrch-man. But when conſiderate and thinking 
Proteſtants ſaw that the Myſtery of many Church-mens Zeal,was Power 
and Dignities,: and ſaw they muſt act and ore, not for the 
on, but the-Earthly Intereſt of D 
and look to' their 6wn ground, ..Th 
| the Coprtiers took, and-th 
ny as far as Canterbury, they broke off, and, 
them, who were bound for-France and Rome. Of all the Conformiſts 
our Ape, none are equal in the general eſteem of ſo 
Proteſtants,to them that have writter 
down Atheiſm and Jmpiety, that are, 
not ' with that- 


ligion of the 


up their own reafo 
Courtier, and the C 


ept theix Co 
would go. no further with 


| ind of Moderation-which ſome 
but that yalue things accordi 
Natures and Goodneſs, that are inclined to a Peace, with all that, are. 
ſound in Faith, of differing Perſwaſions in Rites and Ceremonies: 
And though the ſharp Conformiſt  may,think well of the violent Ma- 
giltrate, in,this ſharp proceeding againſt 'Niſtnting Prozeſtents ;, the 
Fire being too hot to be pure Zeal, and the motion'too ſudden and vi- 
olent to proceed from Judgment, and our Religion come to a greater 
danger let Religion ſhift for it ſelf, they*l make their ownTerms and 
their Peace. Laſtly, the fqrwardneſs for Peace.and Uyian, doth pro- 
ery, and that from the Evidence of 
Dodtcines :. and Þecauſe they that 
were in a proper, Place to .deelare, declared the Papsfts were 
nter, was ſeverely puniſhed. 

ſh their Devices, which God forbid, 


and moſt. moderate 
mendeſcribe to be 


ceed from an Antipathy, againſt Po 
Truth, and their hery Dh ns ml 


when the Proteſtant, if a Diſſe 


ever the Papiſts Ih 
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they?l find it will be but an 2ntick zidiculons thing in Exglandand wilt 


beendured no longer thanthey caw keep their Cruelty. in heart.” A 

timely condeſcention will be-found better, _ good terms, than to 

continue a rupture in its heighth againſt a ſober, general Inclination 
o Unio. 

2, I obſerved who were the real or ſeeming Obſtrutors of Acco- 
modation, to this end, that the conſideration ofthem might not hin- 
der it, | 

1, There are Perſons of an Inipoſing Humour or Judgment. They 
may like of all our Impoſitions, 10 far as to joyn in the Impoſition, if 
they had Authority ſo to do. Theſe look upon their inferiour Bre- 
thren, as an inferiour ſpecies of Creatures, for the Toke and Sadale to 
follow a Collar of Bells in a Rack, 'and muſt not examine what is laid 
upon'us. They ſay, That Subjets' muſt not Fudge, but Submit and 
AR according to ar \Per But this Notion doth detract from the 
Honour, as much as it doth magnifie the Authority of Governours : 
for it is more forthe honour of Rulers,to make ſuch wiſe Rules, as are 
conſonant to the ſound Reaſon of SubjeCts, and by.conſ, , Meri- 

torious of an Univerſal Approbation, than to put forth Acts of Power, 
which muſt 'be conformed unto, not for their goodneſs, but becanſe 
they are commanded. Wherefore hath God continued a Faculty of 
diſcerning, of diſcourſing and judging to Inferiours, except they may 
exerciſe it ? And ifthe Service of God, with its Order and Decen- 
cies, be not performed as aCts of Judgment, how can it be our reaſona- 
ble Service ?: This Notiow doth ſuppoſe two things in Rulers-: Firf, 
That either their Power to command isabſolute, and what they com-s 
mand muſt for that very reaſon be obeyed, or that the Magiſtrates 


Will is perfeftly conſonant to the Will of God, and ſo, whatſoever ' 


he commands on Earth is approved in Heaven : which, is to ſuppoſe 
Governours, as ſuch in afts of Command, are ſinleſs, and without fault 
inthe'ſight of God. _ And two things 'muſt -be imply ed or. couched 
under this, '7hue either God hath delivered up the Concernmentt of his 
Prople int the Hands of Rulers, and he will approve of what they do. Or 
elſe, That they are infallible in Judging the Will of God, to be as they de- 
Clare and determine, Upon ſuch Principles ( which no Chriſtian Ru- 
ler ſhould own ) it cat only: follows That Sibjets. and Inferionrs are 
to lay aſete; ur to giot up their Fadzments;- - © Bur if: they have a- Power. 
to Judge then they have a Power to Refuſe of Diſſent from what is 
impoſed upon Exatnination, bit wih Modeſty, Humility, and Peace ; 
and not without yery great _ drawn from the ſupream _ w 
2 -Go 
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God, There are, and there are'like to be. Diſſents, but 'the diffe. 
- ences between ProteFants among us,  being'abour Conformity 'in Ac- 
#cidentals, and Matters of little or no moment, taken antecedently tg 
the pleaſure of the Rulers, and the exafting of them with ſuch a Diſ- 
ſent, being an Impediment to the great Work of God, againſt the De- 
vil and his Kingdom. | It is real pity ſo glorious a Work ſhould be 
ſtopt thereby. Saul did not fotbid David to go forth againſt Gohah, 
becauſe he went not, and could not go harneſſed againſt him in his Ar- 
mour: If he could kill Golrah with a Sling and Stone, without the For- 
malities of a Champion, he is not forbidden. If a Non-conformiFt can 
help to throw down the Kingdom and Power of Satan, let him go forth 
in the Name of the Lord. The things are hard to many good Under- 
ſtandings, and above the Capacity of many Young Men, who ſee with 
other mens Eyes, and aft. by an Implicit Faith. It would be much 
better that Men were required to aſlent, declare, and abhor nothing 
but what they can underſtand ; and fee that they well underſtand the 
Articles of Religion before they aſſent even to them. A plain way, 
and an eafie Burthen of neceſſary things will invite youe company in- 
to the ſame way, and make us go 0s more chearfully and ſucceſsfully, 
If you think to ſecure all by our afſen. ing, it is no longer than we con-' 
tinne of that mind : if you think to eradicate ill Principles that grew 
up in evil Times,you do that which is unneceſſary in them, that never _ 
entertained them, and ineffectual to root them out of their Minds that 
receiyed them ; for except they ſee the reaſon of my Declarations, m 
D:claration alone is too weak a means to root them up. If the Churc 
agree upon things neceſſary, and the Magiſtrate Eſtabliſh and Com- 
mand the Obſervation of them: the Magiſtrate preſerves and exer- 
ciſes his Power ; the Paſtors of the Church maintain and uſe their 
_ power of expoſition of the Laws of Chriſt, and of Diſcipline ; and 
Chriſtians have their Liberty, and we have a full Anſwer to the Argu- 
ment of the Papiſts, &c. An -infallible Judge, by affefting ahd glori- 
fying the Wiſdom, Care and Power of our Soyereign Chriſt, and. In- 
fallible Guide into all Truth, which he hath promiſed. If there 
were need of an Infallible viſible Guide and Expoſitor to avoid Diſen- 
2:0ns,we have had no help from him, that claims it. 

The ſecond ſort of ObftruCtors of an Accomodation, are the uncha- 
ritable. They-canriot affprd of a Spiritual-Alms to a Diſſ#nter from 
them. , Alt muſt come into his Frame. But how comes he to be the 
Pattern and. Model of all others, that all of a right Stamp and Figure 
muſt be caſt into his Mould ? You make your ſelves and the Govern- 
ment 
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ment all one, therefore by your unchori-able and weak inference, they 
who diſſ. nt from you, diſſent from the Government ; ye repreſent 
ſonn4 Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, as odious, by your Declarations and 
Characters. All are either ey or F anaticks that diſſent from 
you : and if ſome one of them hath written erroniouſly, you fancy all 
to be as that one. You make the Jeſuit and Preſbyterian all one, fave 
tha. theJe/ait hath wit enough to out-wit the Praflerienanl the Pre: 
bytirian hath not wit enough to ſee it, not conſidering in the mean time*” 
you give men occaſion to ſay,what fome of you have not forborn to {zy, 
You would ſooner be a Jeſuit than a Presbyterian;z for who would not be 
of them that have moſt wit ? And again, how doth your wit overthrow 
your honeſty ? Chooſing rather, if it came to an Option, to he a Tray- 
tor than ſome kind of Proteſtants? And what uſe muſt the Magiſtrate 
make of your CharaCter, if taken and believed, but, overlook the ]oſuite, 
and purſue the Proteſtant. And to promote this excellent Service,you 
lay the guilt of our doleful Wars upon the Pre/byterians;a Name ſcarce 
known bikes the Wars in England : yea, to add Piety to your Cha- 
rity, upon the Preaching, Praying, and Faſting of thoſe Times, and 
the Divines who were in the Parliaments Quarters, whereas many had 
never been there, if they durſt have ſtaid at home ; and being driven 
for ſhelter thither, who were more grieved at Extremities than they ? 
But if you pleaſe to read, if you can find it, a Speech in Parliament, 
of the Excellent, Learned,and Noble Lord Fauk/and,Secretary of Siate, # 
and killed unhappily at Newbury Fight, for the King ; you will find a 
heavy charge laid upon other Heads. Beſides, Mr. Ham. L*Eſtrange, 
in the Reign of K. Charles, who will tell you, the War with Scotland 
was called, Bellum Epiſcopale, and by whom. The Wars in Ireland 
began with the Iriſh Pops Rebellion. 1t was as defperate a Courſe as 
they could take to deſtroy themſelves, unleſs they thought that they 
might proceed with little or no Interruption from England, who had 
work enongh of their own, to imploy both their Minds and theic 
Hands upon. Except they had laid the Train, how could they foretel 
a Fire of Wars, or great Combultions to be in England, as they did, 
when their Rebellion broke ont. For this, I take the Teſtimony of 
Sir Fohn Temple to be of great Authority. H*ft. of the Iriſh Rebellion, 
P- 53, 69. For their conjectures and fore-knowledge of the unhappy 
Differences in England, he could produce the general concurrence of 
ſeveral Circumſtances, many privets Diſcourſes and Advertiſements, 
bur he produced a Letter which was long in his keeping, written by an 
intelligent Papsſt, and great Zealot to a Nephew of Sir ſoby Mathews, 
then 


62 The Confoynif's Plea 

Then in Dowbli2, to adviſe him to forſake that unfortunate Countrey 
which God and Man had ſpeedily reſolved to puniſh, &c. To be ſure, 
not to ſtop in England, 'eſpecially at London, that Sink of Sin, for by 
that time he arrived there, he ſhould be ſure to find nothing bur 
Troubles —— That he ſhould diſpatch therefore for Paris 
or rather Bruſſels. Dated, the Beginning of November, 1641. Full 
ſix months before the taking up of Arms in England. Becauſe 
that voluminous Perſioner of {ome of the full Clergy, hath taken ex- 
ception at this Paſſage, that I ſhould call our unhappy Wars, begun up- 
on Civil Matters, Bellum Papale, a Papal War, for the King, but againſt 
the King, as well as Parliament and Proteſtants. I'll make bold to 
refer the Reader to the Reverend and Learned Biſhop of Lincolr, 
of the Poſitions and Principles of the Church of Rome, P- 64,65. Dr. 
moulin's Anſwer to Phil. Anglicw. p. 58, $9. Mr. Prin's, Rome's Maſter- 
Piece, which gives you the Diſcovery of Andreas of Habernfield, and 
hidden Works of Darkneſs : Beſides many other Diſcoveries 
of their Influence upon the moſt fearful Beginning, doleful Pro- 
+greſs and Concluſion of it. 

If they that bear the Sword, ſhould a& as you ſpeak, and ſeem 
to mean by your ſp:aking, That Diſſenters are dangerone Perſont, 
and carry a War in their Heatts, and feek an Opportunity to kindle 
:t. Taen there is no way to ſecure the Government and us from them, 
but to ſuppreſs them by force,and the ſureſt way to ſuppreſs them, will 
be to ruine them, and all this now, in a time of Peace,and in cold Blood, 
afcer a gratious Oblivion,and aboye twenty years Experience and Try- 
al,and after a moſt -malitions and* wicked Praftice; ro father a horrid 
Conſpiracy upon them. And if Loyal and true Snbj:Cs ſhould be de- 
ſtroyed at your Inſtigation and Information, would you not be guilty 
before Gods Tribunal and your own Conſciences, when betrer in- 
formed ? O ſe the miſchief of your Jealouſies and Opinions ! 

3. Perſecuting Zzalots, that approve cf ſmarting Severities and co- 
e:tion, and would think happyTimes were coming, ifthey could choſe 
a Parliament as beſt, that 1s leaſt indulgent, as they do' moſt applaud 
thoſe Officers that are moſt violent. Severities and Sufferings muſt not 
be thought to be Perſecu:ion,becauſe,Executions of the Law. Theſe are 
ſoconfilent of chetr being in the Rightin all Points, and carry it, as if 
they thought the matters of diff:rence to be of ſo high a nature,” thar 4 
Diſſent is not to be born with, that D#ſſenters are to be undone, to pre; 
ſcrve Law and Govetnment, They condema that Magiſtrate for Cold*+ 


neſs and worſe,that doth not thruſt out a Diſſtnrins Preacher, and” di» 
{tribute 
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{tribute his Goods, and a greit part of them to very Villains. Theſe 
blow up Controverſies into unquencheable Diſſentions,and.cut them in- 
to wide Chafins and unpaſſableGulfs,that the coercive Power may take 
the heavier blow. But from whence came this Spirit upon you? Know 
ye not who was a Murtherer from the Beginning ? Suppoſe all are in a 
damaable Ecrour beſide your ſelf, is this the way to convince and con- 
vert any? What! you-would live alone? and rergn alone? And do not 

you know who looks on and laughs ? Are you prepared for Romiſh Per- 

[near ? Do you approve of their Methods ? Are you ſo prepared and 
ettled, that you could bear the Croſs under a Roar or Pagan Power, 
and not complain ? Surely yau would, not take it well : and why will 

ou aMi&t and perſecute; that cannot bear a Perſecution? For can you 
ear a Perſecution, that cannot bear a Contradiction, or a Diſſent, in a 

Proteſtant and a Chriſtian? If you have not Meekneſs and Patience to 
bear with an Erring or a Preaching Brother, how will you endure the 
ſinoak of Remiſh Doctrines, and the Fiery Tryal ?' Are the Dog-Days 
the beſt Days in the Year to you ? If they are too hot for Menof warmth 

and Fire,then do not chooſe to be Dog+Srars in the Firmament, to ſend 

out a pernitious Influence. Caniculum Perſecutionis vgdee, Taid Tertul. 

You take your ſelf to be ſlandered, if faid to take that Bible for your 

Authority, wherein it is written, Occide & manduca. It was a ſeyere 

wotd of K. Fames, to the famous Dr. Fo. Rainolds, and the Nonconfor- " 

miſts ; I will make them-Conform themſelyes, ox I will burry, them out of © 

thu Lard, or elſe do vor ſe. Comfir. at Hampton Court, p. 85, Many Non- . 

conformiſts went away into New:Englend, and God turned it to their 

good, for they __ their Peace,whil'ſt Old England was diſtratted, 
and in Arms and Blood, and a Scourge fell upon them, that were as 

Goads in their Sides. You know not what you conſult to your ſelyes 

who are { poſitive in your decrees againſt your Brethren. Mercy and 

Meekneſs, and Forbearance,cooling Heats, heeling Differences, abating 

Rigors,are more. Humane and Chriſtian Qualities,than what you nou- 

riſh. And Perſecution.is.Perſecution, though you give it another Name, 

Rather bring the S»bwrbs within a Wall, than burn them to ſave your 

Citadel, as. you think. And though you may eſteem Diſſenters to be 

like. ill Hyumours inthe Body, it 1s more natural to'bear the conflit of 

bad Humours, than to cut off but a Foat or Hand,or but a Little. Fin- 
ger. If allmen were gf your temper,there would be but continual Burn- 
ing ang War, Weeping and Mourning upon Earth. No place, but 

Heaven capable of giving reſt,and men never like to attain it by this 

way. Compare the Spirit of Perſecution and the Spirit of Errour, = 

tae 
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Spirit of Perſecution is more the Diabolical: in the one there is dark- 
# neſs and decelc inthe other there is much Ignorance and Pride, with 
Inhumanity. | 
4. Idle, Inſufficient, and Unprofitable Miniſters, that live at eaſe, 
Hand love to enjoy themſelves,are indifpoſed to a Cloſure. Theſe either 
drive away, or conſtrain them to take better care of themſelves. Theſe 
cry mightily, the Church, the Church, declaim againſt much Preaching, 
and all to fave their Labour. But compoſe your ſelves to receive a few 
ſerious words. Jf all men were as negligent and unable as you are, what 
would become of the Flock,, which God Redeemed with bis own Blood *They 
that run over their Railery againſt Preaching, Parliament, F anaticks, In: 
dul erice, Calvin, and others, as Papiſts run over their Beads, lye in Bed 
while the Devil us up at work,, to bring upon us, Errours, Hereſies, Super- 
ſtittons Profanencſ, and every evil thing which the Enemy can bring up- 
on us, The Harveſt is great the Labourers are few,be not againſt more La- 
bours coming in,but joyn hands and diligence in the great Work, , or, when 
the day of Reward comes, you will be miſerable, when you ſhall hear what 
wilt be ſaid of Evil and Slothful Servants. Rejoyce that the Devils are 
made ſubjett by the Redemption of oy Souls from their Spiritual Enemies ;, 
ſhake off your Sloth,and give your ſelves to the Miniſtry of the Word, and 
Ftudy to ſhew your ſelves 4 pproved of God,& rejoyce that Chrift i preach#t. 
5. I ſaid that Eccleſiaſtical Merchants are not for an Indulgence, 
Comprehenſion, or any thing of that nature. I have met with a di- 
ſtinftjon of the Chutch into Primirivam and Poſſeſſivam, and called 
ſome, 'Eccleſie Poſſefive Filiz, the Sons of the Church Poſſeſſive. 1 can 
ſooner forbear the Name and Title, than too many forbear the Thing; 
who would not have touched thr Work of the Miniftry with one of 
their Fingers, but for great, if not double Wages. The Cure of one 
Church is too much for ſome, who covet manyTitles, and great Reve- 
nues, Take away theſe Incouragements, and Learning will fall, and Re- 
ligion come to ſcom and decay, ſay they : whereas our Univerſitics 
know and feel what a 'Diſcouragement engroſſing of Preferments in 
ſome men's hands, is to many bopcful men. But ſuch Perſons being pc- 
rent in their Friends, in their Purſes and Patrons, are ſecure from looſ- 
ing what they have, and will tave a ſhare ia Preferments, while there 
are any to be had. But who ſhould be more compaſſionate to them that 
are ont of all, and in great want, than they who cannot live upon a lit- 
tle themſelves ? But they who ſtudy the Arts and Ways of growing 
great, and take the facred Calling upon them for the Worlds ſake, are 
unacquainted wich Self-denial,and the publick Peace, and Propagation 
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ings Victors,and that' 
formed. Butwho would not willingly ny himietf, if ir were fo, rather 
thanwe ſhontd not condeſtend'; for! the Condeſcenti6n'is to Chriſt; 
wich reſyeftto his Glory who hath deſerved 2 far greater Self-denyal 
iron oye LE NY C0 be truſted withſuctfaFavonr;/fet it be done 
with-a Ptotefta Lot Erving te Rights Heloh to or Governours. 
But I hope they woutd feceivethe' Meyey with' more Huthility and 
- Thankfuineſs; rhan abuſc it, to Pride and Infoleticy, leſFthey looſt ity 
- and Juſtifie them whom they condemn for Stiffneſs, - 1 2 44 
| ay, Hocaany Bren ies with: ha, is m—_ Gulf Serwecd 
vs. On the" 6ne hand; iP Ghur»-meh- lay to hearr,” and mourn 
fo or Dieltons and Miathy ee mhenS2eN of artant Hh prear Lf 
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Ejeftion of {o'many able good Men;whom no otherNation coult pd 
and turnththeatbf erage into-Love and Compaſſion,/and ſpare 
themſelves by not tſgracing others, we might have-more hopes. Dr. 
Brilfton of Darby, wha faw- Ender Fire,” apd was deeply affected with 
it, after his return to his Place inthe, Couttrey; on'the Faſtfollowing, 
as many other Conformiſt# have done; reckoned this among the riianly 
Sins,Judgments,anJ Provocitions of the Land, That many «ble ' Mims | 
ſters were turned out of the Miniſtry : bit was chidderrinto Tears for his 
melting Charity,by his angry Dioceſan. If more felt the loſs; as many 
do,we Toute part with ſomes vhingsto regain'tthem.On the other hand, 
when Diſenting Chriſtians,bring forth more Fruit,under the unweari- 
ed Labours of their Preachers,& obey the GoſpeHof Chriſt, & can bleſs 
God for the many able publick Preachers, and 'receive the Faith-and 
Word,without reſpe&tof Nr” 2p be ſorty for their Anger & Evil- 
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may they with Safety, Ro Edification to preach to four at a 
time, why not.to faur. wig at atime ? Or iftheir preaching in pub- 
lick be dangerous to £ bly: ae: i. nat much more in pri- 
vate ? Our: Frag and. Re aye not preyerted their boaſted of 
Numbers wa publick, pes in-private. Familizs arethe Nurſeries of 
Church and State z corrupt them and the Poiſon is diſperſed. Me- 
thinks it ſhould not be «t all-lawful for -Non-Conformiſts, to Preach 
to 2 number not exceeding four beſides the Family at once or as law- - 
fultto preach in publick,z.where if they were a: De Heretical 
Sect of Men ( which they. are not) but to be: prefer rims rethou- 
fands than Officiate4n the Land, they will be more -wary and tempe- 
rate, than to looſe their Hearers, or hazard their Liberty, which they 
obtain with ſo much. difficulty. Suppoſe twenty Non-conforming om 
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WD ation, and the Proteſtant Profeſſion, and asgreat = Ter 
the Papſts,as any of their number and Quality in the Land. 

y-are Men of great Parts, Piety, and Prudence, found Diyines, 

00d Preachers andWriters z no man that knows theic Perſons, or their /- 
pode ortheir Writings, but ought to give thenrtheir due,without 
DetraQtion from others. With what a ſweet Spirit and Stile FT 

the 


JodgmiEnr, Argument, hath Mr.Polehil Se ob them, and 
rines the hureh, Dr. Sherlock; Imputations ? This is ac- 


| knowledged apy ſore of their ſtiffeſt Opponents as I could hew : 


though not by all. . 
6, Wiſe Great Men for Power, Place, Wiſtonr, and 
In ; Rand of Church and State,have endeavoured a Co 108, 
though in vain: I ſhould not be aſhamed or afraid;to i belt Ak ity,to 
commend the Endeavours of but one Lord Keeper BY:4gmanz of but one 
Lord Chief Juſtice Hales (What would we have given for him fince his/ 
Death?) of but one Biſhop W3I&;1is, or either of the Deans of Canter- 
bury and Pauls, T have ſhewed how ſome of the ſharpeſt Procurers of 
our Laws grew mild and gentle. And the moreWiſe, Experienced,Self- 
Acquainted, Chriſtian, or Gentile any man is, the more moderate in 
Ceremonies, different Rites, and Impoſitions, and the more diſpoſed 
to a Cloſure, [ See the Cloſe of = Sheets. 
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- 8. .It is no more'to their Prejudice that they are not all the ſms King, than that 
we are not allof a Mind, no, not in the Point of Conformity'it ſelf. 

-9- To intercede for them,and way > is ou to plead for Turbulent, Fai. 
an Schiſmatical Perſons, that are. inſufferabl onewith us by a Law, 


where is the- Fa&ion and Syhiſm? oo Ki King and Parliament for and 
jalt us ; their way made Lega and ours as oo, NOR or again _ 
IW;,. on whom would the Char e of Schiſm fall -? The. Ma Favour and 


removes, or faſtens the Crime. 1 know there is a Schiſm, - PIP it is a great Sin, Shove 
reſpect to humane Laws ; but to hee batlentagtn keep the unity of the Spirit 
yn the Yond of Peace, is no. Sc 6 in jours 3h he cannot, come up to theTerms 
of Conformity, I hayea tenderne(s in poo any «hl 7 Men, who cannot. 
live and dye inSin; but if this be a Sin, in it, never decla- 
R for their Non-conformity, or Preaching ag inſt the Prohibith 
the Law, Ido yerily believe they! were not only Gming. but ſincerely gout 
Mens Th hard to judg them dead in Sin. 
are-Proteſtants : if they come not to that Teſt, rejeft them : they are 
Pacublegteya are loyal, true to the King according to Law, they have born eel bur: 
A ies, Bo we pray for the King ? fo do they, and for alt that are in'A 
That under them they may lead peaceableand quietLives inallGodlineſs and; 
Dowe Faſt ? they do the kd; poor op importunity, . Who , mote abiindang in 
Labpurs than they ? Who midre Orthodox according rothe Dedtrines of the Chuych 
than they ? ------ My Paper is almoſt at an.end,and ſo-am 
"Thus I, haye communicated myThoughts with plainneſs and truth. I ſhall fay what 
was onee ſpoken in Parliament : "Let us firſt fear God, then ſhall we honour the Ki 
the more, for I any afraid we have been leſs. proſperous / in Parliaments, beca als 


rey we have red Other Matters before him; Let Religion be; out Primpym: Reerite, 


heres Eactaben of Pate or Hut clan FP ren be keg adenonred 
whether Excluſion of Papilt,or Inclu Den þ be 
Tteft to the Wiſdom of my Superfors,' ----' God wack r 


- For my Brethren and Coinpanion' $ ſake, 1 54 yo now "Pray, Peace bt oye Wael.” 


Violentis Conciliig net ſanari mentes, nec vanquillite Eccli reflitul un t 

nch.. ad Hen.. 2. pon, Reg. n erm 
Sſquamg Leniathan ita reant,ut titum' opert teptil aſats, Torg Ince 
=, ataphrattus, quod de: foedere Concordie,' ub ll Ighentis "Feet fe p4 mort x 
muniunt W& circum allent, 'E legantifime Lutherus & & vers, cur 'iminidhe "Altntum 
hi obſecro e790, quaſi ruinam Univerſe Fabrice minitantes, inbientg ; ; fuſe viſto fiedvg : rittu fe 
. deveraturiguivi Lapidesin vero Templo Collocati, $c. -»-- inguit Dc, Stoughton, Epifiols 
He Cui Tiru!ns, Falicitas ultimi Saculi, e 40, 
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TheN ONCONFORMIST 5s vindicated 
from the foul Charge of the death of King 
Charles the Firſt, &c. 


]: is ſad. to ſee how many ObſtruCtions are laid in the way of Peace, 


td «Ah PET oO TIT 


and how too many build up Walls of Separation, and keep alive the 

Embers of our conſuming Wars,- and throw about Coals of Fire, 

to provoke and incenſe all that are in Authority againſt the Diſ- 
ſenters, as the Principal Actors of that Bloody Tragedy, even to the 
laſt Scene. The nick-nam®d Court. of Juſtice, and the fatal Scaffold 
on which three Kingdoms were beheaded with one ſtroke, to the Uni- 
yerſal -Grief, and Aſtoniſhment of good Men. Some cannot forget 
( what: they cannot to. my knowledg ſcarce remember, and as little 
underſtand thoſe Afﬀairs, as if they were Children ſtill ) to charge the 
Rebellion and Murder of the King upon the Diſſenters, and tell ſome of 
them, that they;keep Schools and Nurſeries of Rebellion, to teach the 
preſpnt or next Generation to. act over the ſame part again. If theſe 
Men did not hear ſuch things ſpoken of, they could not repeat them,and 
if they knew the contrary, they could not with any face throw out ſuch 
odious and ſpightful matter. Toinform the leſs knowing,and to wipe off 
Aſperſions from them that. are' wronged, I will for the Information of 
them: thatknow: not the Truth, and Vindication of the aſperſed, give 
a brief Account of the, Tranſattions of the Army, and the Teſtimony 
born by the London Miniſters againſt them at that time. 

'In-December 1'643,. after that the Army had marched through the 
City, quartered at White-hall and other places, ſecluded the Members of 
Parliament that yoted. the King?s Conceſſions to be a ground for Peace ; 
e was 2 Book preſented to: the General and Council of the Army, 

*& the-dgreement of, the People, containing a new Frame of Govern- 
ment,. which-in November before was ſuppreſt ja the Army. There 
were many Debates about it, arid ayon the Particulars in it. In fanginy 
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74 The Confoyniſt's JÞlea 
the General ard Army had many Debates upon that part of it which 
cancerued Reli-ion 3- -And they ſent-to divers of the Minitters of the 
_ City of London 10 incet with the Officers of the Army in their Conful- 
tations about, matters of Reli-ion. ,Some of the Loudon Miuulters, as 
Mr. Calzmy, Mr. Marſbal, Vir. Whitaker, Mr. ©. Sedzwick and others met 
at one Conference with the General avd ſome” of the Council of the 
Army ; and another time, Mr. Calamy, Mr. Aſb, Mr. Whitaker, and 
others met ſome of the chief Officers, and mariteſted their. diilike of 
their Actions, viz. excluding the Members, their Remonſtrance of 
Novenber 20, 1648, their Declaration, ard Reſolutiort to ſettle the 
Kingdom, &c. Aﬀecr his, about 46-or 47 of the City Miniſters, ſent a 
Letter, preſented by ſome of them to the General, dated January 17, 
1648, wherein they firſt declare their Concurrence. in Opinion with 
their fore-named Brethren. And further declare that if the General, 
and his Conncal had asked them their Reſolution, whether the Ways 
vheretn they walked were agreeable-to the Word of God, they ſhould 
have delivered their Judgment as their other Brethren had done, and 
have adviſed them inſtead of proceeding in fuch unwarrantable Courſes, 
to teſtify their timely and godly Sorrow for what ( ſo-ckarly againſt 
the direct Rule of rhe Word): they had already acted. But to be called 
r2 a Conference with them, - ro contribute their Aſſiſtance in Proſecu- 
tion of what they had undertaken,. which they conceived out of their 
«the Armies ) Sphere, this had been for them to be acceſlary and guil- 
rt; of all the Evil that was in them. Further, they reckon the Proceed- 
ings of- the Army of late, and: Practices againſt Legal Authority, by 
their Remonſtrance and Declaration in Oppoſition to the Proceedings 
of Parliament, their ſeizing and imprifoning the- Perſon of the 
King, their violent hindring about one hundred Members of Parlia- 
ment to fit in Parliament, and impriſoning ſome' of them 5 and' beſides 
all this, there is a -Contrivance of a new Frame and: Model--of Laws. 
and Government and Repreſentative to be ſubſcribed throngfhout the 
Kingdom under the Name of the Agreement of the People,” All which 
Practices ( ſaid they ).'we cannot: but/judg to'be manifeltly oppdſite to ' 
the lawful Authority of thofe Magiſtrates which God hath ſet over vs, 
and to the Duty and Obedience, which by the Laws of God and Man, 
and by our manifold Oath and Covenants, we ſtand obliged to render 
to them. And therefore we judg it our Duty, rather to teſtify:our ut- 
ter diſlike and: Deteſtation, than to give” any. Ctho/but thplicite” and ' 
interpretative ) Approbation of them.' They go on teapggravate their 
Sin in thoſe their Practices, that an Army: raiſed for: the Preſeryation 
of the Priviledges of Parliament, Religion, -Laws,. Liberties, ſhould * 
| | contrary 
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-contrary to their Truſt, and many Ingagements, go about to ſubyert 
theut.: This was contrary to the Intention of the Parliament to do Vi- 
olence tothe Perſon of the King, or diveſt him.out of his Regal Autho- 
rity, much leſs' to overthrow the whole Frame and Fundamental Con- 
ſtitution of the Government, or impower any ſo to do,when they took 
upArms. They declare their Obligation to adhere to their juſt Princi- 
ples by their ſeveral Oaths and Covenants, as by the Proteſtation of 
May 5, 1641. | They ſhew them'the-dangerof violating Oaths, and 
entreat them- to commune with 'their own Hearts, to turn from the 
evil of their preſent Ways, which were ſuch as they could not ſay, The 
Bleſſing of the Lord be upon you. They fear they were opening a door 
to deſperate and damnable Errors and Herelies, and licentious Practices 
againſt the Worſhip of God ; that Religion was made toſtink bytheir 
Miſcarriages, and like:to be 4 Scorn to all-the Chriſtian World. The 
Faces of God's Servants were covered with Shame,and their Hearts filled 
with Grief for them.; the Golden Cord of Government was broken, 
the Honour of Magiſtracy laid in the Duſt : The Parliament made 
contemptible by profeſſed Friends. They tell them, you cannot but 
know-how fully the Word of God enforceth Obedience to Magiſtrates, 
co under palin of Damnation ſuch Practices as yours, and the 
many Threatnipgs. and Judgments .of God upon Oppoſers of this Ordi- 
nance of his——. And- conlonant -to the: Tenor of Scripture herein, 
hath always been the conſtant Judgment and Dottrine of Proteffant 
Divines at home and abroad, with whoſe Fudgments we do fully concur ; 
diſclaiming,deteſting and abhorring the wicked and bloody Tenents and 
Practices of Jeſuits ( the worſt of Papilts') concerning the oppoſing of 
lawful Magiſtrates by private Perſons, and m:dering of Kings by any, 
tho under the moſt coloprable and ſpecious Pretences z; which Feſuitt- 
cal Principles and Counſels, we fear may have too great a Concurrence - 
with, if not an Influence upon theſe late TranſaCtions. 

—— They appeal to their Conſciences that if any other Party of 
other Principles bad attempted to ſeize the King's Perſon, ro remove 
him from place to place, withour and againſt His and the Parliament's 
conſent, would it not haye been judged by you intolerable ? If any of 
their Confederates had removed the Parliament Guards, ſecured, or 
inhibited their Members, conceived Models of their own, deltruCtive 
to:all Parliaments, We appeal to your own Conſciences, what Cla- 
mours and Accuſations had you raiſed againſt them ? 

Having aggravated their Olfences, and argued with them, they an- 
ſwer the Pleas and Pretences taken; 1. From Succelles. 2. From 
Proyidences. 3- From Impulſes. - 4. From Neceſlity. And upon the 


L 2 whoke 


a 


76 'The Coniomiſt's ]Plea 
whole matter, they ſeriouſly - beſeech them to recede from their. evil 
Ways, learn to keep. within their Bounds, from Folr Baptift, Lat 3. 
14 But if they perliſt, let ther: know 'they/have finwd, and fear 
turn of the Wheel vpor them. - if they retorn to thetr: Duty, "the wor- 
thy Miviiters tell them, they-ſball bleſs -God' for ir, and not fear the 
Threacnings ſent by ſome of the Army to ſme of them-by Mr. Peter ; 
thzt if we ſtir up the People to Sedition, ( {0 our bewailing your Sitis 
is interpreted ). and the Souldiers.docius a'Miſchief;. we-may* thank. our 
ſelves; and that if, there follow another: War, you will-give no quartet, 
that you will ſpare neither Man, Woman nor-Qhild, Eng1th of Stranger. 
Ard tho ſome of us were told, by one of the Mellengers ſent from you 
(Mr. Peters ) that if we put our ſelves wpon 'Safferings, we ſhall haye 
Sufferings enow z* yet we kyow the God whom we ſerve,js.able to-dleliver-us';, 
to whom in well-doing we commit the keeping-of our ſelves as'toa 
faithful Creator 5 Burt if for.onr Sins,” andiof the Land, the-Lord ſhall 
make you Inſtruments of Miſery and Confuſion; we will ſay with EF, 
{t is the Lord, let him do what ſeemeth him good, 

Notwithltanding. this publick Hazard in appearing againſt thoſe 
black and horrid Proceedings, there was the ſame Spirit ting in 
Men, (as hath been ſince and ever) againſt the Miniſters of 'Livvidan, and 
others that ated ( not before they were called) onthe Parhament 
ſide, to make them, as they ſay,injurionſly ito. ſmart under the Scourge 

- of Tongues and Pens.. Some there were who charged 
Vindication them to be inſtrumental towards the taking away the 


Pag. 3. Life of the King ; ſome charged them as a blb6tly 'Sect; 


traiterous Obſtructors of the Settlement -and Peace of the 


Kingdom and Religion ( or the. Agreement” of! the' People, falſely fo \ 


called ) and content to have the King 'convited 'and condemned, but 
{tnck at the Execution. Being thus falſely accuſed during the 
Trial of the King, they publiſhed a Vindication of- themſelves 
from thoſe falſe Aſperſions, and ſay, they diſclaim thefe matters, falſe- 
ly charged on them,from their Hearts z Before -the whole Worl4 de- 
claring, that. that which put them upon appearing for the'PattHament 
at firſt, was,the Propoſitions and Orders of- the Lords and "Commons in 
Parliament, June 10, 1642, for bringing in of Money and Plate'. where- 
in they were allured it ſhould be no otherwiſe imploy*d, than to main- 
tain the Proteltant Religion, the King's Authority, his Perſon! this 


Royal Dignity, the free courſe of Jultice,, the Laws of the Lahd;'the 


Peace of the Kingdom, and the Priviledges of Parliament againſt 'any 
Force which ſhall oppoſe them. . Next, they declare themfelyes wholly 
unſatisfied with the Proceedings/ſince. the. Excluſion and PRI 
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.- of the Members of the Houſe of Commons as not warranted by ſuffici- 
ent Anthority., -but tending to a Subverſion of what the Partiament 
called the Fundamental Conſtitution and Government of the Kingdom, 
in their Declaration of Apri/ 17, 1646. And hold themſelves bound 
in Duty to God, Religion, the. King, Parliament and Kingdom, to 
profeſs before God, Angels and Men that we verily believe, the taking 
away the Life of the King in the preſent way of Trial, i not only nor 
agreeable to any Word of God, the Principles of the Proteſtant Rehi- 
gion ( never yet ſtained with the leaſt drop of the Blood of a King') 
or the Fundamental Conltitution of the. Kingdom, but contrary to 
them, as alſo to the Oath of Allegtance, the Proteltation of May 5, 
1641, and the ſolemn League and Covenant, from: all which or any of 
which Engagements, we . know not any Power on Earth able to abſolye 
us, or Others. 

Laſtly, they warned and exhorted in the name of this Great God, all 
that belonged to their Charges and Miniſtry, to keep cloſe to the Ways 
of God, the Rules of Religion, Fundamental Conſtitution and Go-- 
vernment/of this Kingdom, not ſuffering themfelves to be ſeduced from 
it, by being drawn to ſubſcribe the late Models, or. Agreement of the 
People, wifich directly tended to ſubvert the Fundamental Government, 
to-make way for an Univerſal Toleration of all Herelies and Blaſphe- 
mies, the Priviledges of Parliament, Union between the two Kingdoms, , 

and to mourn bitterly for the Sins of all degrees of Men,Cc. reſtrain the 
. Violence of Men that they - may not dare to draw upon themſelves and * 
the Kingdom -the Blood of their-Soveraign. . This was ſubſcribed by, 


CG. Birges, D.D. | Flen. Roborongh. | Elidad Blackwell. | fohn Glaſcock. 
Will. Gouge D.D. | fFohn Downham. | Jehn Croſſe. Thomas Whateley. 
Ed Stanton D.D. | ' Arthur Fakson. | John Fuller. Jonathan Lloyd. 
Tho.Temple D.D. | Fa. Nalton. William Taylor. \ Jobs Wells, 

Geo. Watker. iT ho. Cawton. Peter Witham, |  Biny.. Needley, 
Edam, Calamy.' | Char. Off-ſpring. | Fran. Peck, * Nath. Staniforth., 
Fer, Whitaker. Sa. Clark. Chriſtopher Love. | Steven Watkins. 
Dan. Cawarey. | Fo. Wall. | F. Wallis, D. D. | Facob Tice. . 

W Spurſtow, D.D | Fran. Roberts. Tho. Watſon. Fohn Stilemas. 
LaSeaman,D.D | Samnel Bolton, | William Wieksns. | Foſias Bull, 


Simeon Aſhe. Mat, Haviland. | T. MantoingD.D. | Tom Deverus. . 
Thomas Cafe. Fohn Sheffield.” 'j Thomas Gouge. Paul Ruſfell. © 
Nich. Proffer. Will. Harriſon. Will. Blackmore. . | Foſhna Kirby. - 
Tho, Thorowgoad, | Wil. Fenkyn. Robert Mercer, . | Arthis Barba: 
Edw, Corber.. Fohn. Vines; . | Ra. Robinſon... | 
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. Oftheſe I can reckon twenty that liv'd joyfully to ſee the Reſtay- 
ration of his preſent Majeſty, and afterwards were ejected for Nan- 
conformity ;z and now there are not many that remain alive beſides the 
very Reverend and Learned Dr. Wallis ( then in London ) Mr. Sheffield, 
Mr. Jenkyu, Mr. Watſon, Mr. Wickgns ( for ought I know are yet alive ) 
Mr. Whateley, Mr. Blackmore, and Mr. Arth. Barham ;, and which of theſe 
Nonconformiſts dare now ſhow his-honeſt -or Loyal Face in open day, for 
wicked Spoilers, the Informers, that divide the Spoil, and may come, 
when all is waſted and devoured with a viſible Curſe, to eat their own 
Fleſh, and to gnaſh their Teeth. 

And -to go a little further, becauſe the Dilſenters have born the 
Blame of overturning the Government, and ſome in their fallacious 
.Oratory daily repreſent them to be ſuch principled Men, in order to 
root them out, leſt they root up the Government. Be it remembred, 
that when others were acting that Tragedy, by a ſpecious, fanciful, 
delatory Agreement of the People, that the Divines of the Nonconform- 
.ing Perſwaſion did openly appear againſt it; and for the ancient, well- 
eſtabliſhed Fundamental Government, and particularly deteſted the 
Pro-cedings fore-going the Trial, the Trial it ſelf, and the lamenta- 
| ble Death of the King ; ſee, who can, what is too long to be repeated, 
the Efſex Witch-mens Watch-word, ſubſcribed by above ſixty Eſſex Mini- 
ſters, London, Feb. 15, 1648. Nineteen Miniſters of the LeCture of 
Banbu: y in Oxfordſhire, and Brackley in Northamptonſhire ſent up their 
- humble Advice and earneſt deſires tothe General, declaring their utter 
Diſſent from all Proceedings againſt his Majeſties Crown and Life upon 
-.ten Reaſons, preſented Far. 25, 1648: And 54 of the Miniſters in 
the Province of Lancafter ( accounted commonly the' riged and hotteſt 
Puritans or Presbyterians ) in the Agreement of the People taken into 
Conſigeration, p. 12. havetheſe words : * But eſpecially we know nct 
'©£ how to.hide or hold in the Sorrow and Shame that,even unto Horror, 
© hath filled our Hearts and Faces, upon occaſion of the late Proceed- 
© ings, both thoſe againſt the ſecluded Mefnbers of Parkament, and 
© thoſe againſt the Perſon of the King deceaſed, we- not knowing 
< how to clear them from manifeſt Diſloyalty and breach of Covenant ; 
© 2nd when we would comfort our ſelves with this, that our Souls have 
© not come. into the Secrets of, or been nnited in any Society with 
© thoſe Actions, but ever abborr*d them 3 our Hearts are yet faint within 
© us, when we conſider how upon theſe Proceedings, our Chriſtian and 
< Proteſtant Profeſſion, the way and common Cauſe-we have ſtood for, 
£ the endeavoured Reformation, and the National Covenant we with 


< others have entred into, are reproached. You may ſee what they hs 
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took the Covenant, took to be the Obligation of it ; yet their Loyalty 
ſtood not. upon that Obligation alone, but upon the Daty of Subjects, 
the Oaths, - 1. of Allegiance, 2. Of Supremacy, 3. Vow and Pro- 
teſtation of May 5, 1641, and laſtly, the $. L. and Covenant, 2b. p. 5. 
Indeed I can add no more Teſtimonies out of mine own little Collecti- 
ons, Or elſe I would, belide that very rational Diſcourſe of worthy 
William Aſhurſt,, Eſq; called Reaſons againſt the Agreement of the People, 
An Apperdix to the Agreement of. the People, by A. P. Jan. 24, 1648, 
Ard in my great Scarcity of Teltimonies, I am ſupplied by one, who 
was then a mournful Obſerver and Reprover of the deſigned Evils, the 
Reverend, Pious, and Zealous Mr. John Gerce, m his Might overcoming 
Right, againit John Goodwin,in his Epiſtle Dedicatory to the Right Ho- 
nourable the old Lady Yere,and her Daughter the Lady Fairfax; hepro- 
felleth that aiter the way called Puritaniſm he had ſerved the God of his 
Fathers above 33 Years, and warmly applies himſelf to the Ladies ; 
©Therefore Honourable Ladies,go on with Afliduity and Conſtancy ard 
© encrealing Ferver, to withdraw him (whom you ſo dearly reſpect) the 
*General,from Society in Actions fo coutraty to the Honourof God and 
© our Religion. O ſtudy that it may never be ſaid, that any Perſon of Ho+ 
© nour and of the Proteſtant Religion, had any hand in ſo unworthy an- 
* Attion, as depoſing and deſtroying of a King,whoſe Preſervation they 
tare bound to endeavour by ſo many ſacred Bonds,&c. P.16. He ſaith, .. 
© The whole Peerage of England diſtaſte Rigor againſt the Perſon of the 
*King ; and 1 think:three parts of four in the Houfe of Commons. The 
© Generality of the People of the Land detelt it ; the Miniſtry,that have 
© not; been thought altogether inconſiderable,Þ- My 
© ſtand amazed at it, as moſt diſhonourable to. fo Wh ork. amy _ - 
* Religion,&c. This worthy Man, who broke. ;j, yore of Deco: ys _ 
his Heart for the King's Death, as is afirmed ' Members ere rmpriſene!, and 
by knowing Perſons, well knew the Poſture $5 -« ls 6500 = Ca- 
of Men's Minds at that time, he ſpake with. {/72%* prince Outs 24g onivag 
Truth and Judgment, and-very great Con--. jep,, j:n +24, 1593. 
cernedneſs, | s ; 
There is a Reverefid and Learned: Divine.yet. living (a Dodtor in 
Divinity, and one that has now goed Preferment in the Church of *. 
England) that-was an Eye and Ear-Witneſs of the ſad Tranſactions a- 
gaialt the King ; He lately affirmed before ſeveral. Perſons, that Oliver + 
complained ww Thar he and the Council ok Qifcers. cauld nat. go + - 
on-currantly'in their Deſigns againſt the King Life, by. reaſon ofthe 
Oppoſitions of the Presbyterian Miniſters : and that he. (the.Jaid-Do- 
(tor) was at one of the Mettings of the OJicers,, where am 
| —s 
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ſters appeared todehort them from that black Deſign ; Mr. Calamy tola 
them , They were-proſecuting the Jeſuits Work ; Mr. Marſhal ſaid, 
They were 2bout that, that would be a Blot to the Proteſtant Reli- 

gion ; Mr. Whitaker ſtood _- ſpeak, but the very Thoughts of the 

King's Death, which the Officers were then contriving, melted him 

into ſuch abundance of Tears, that he was not able to ſpeak a word. 

And therefore for the Love and Honour of our Common Faith, 1 
cannot but grieve, that the Presbyterians are charged with being in the 
Contrivance, both from Preſs and Pulpit. Had but one-of them done 
as much, as we are credibly told Sarabras the Queen's 'Confeſlor did, 
it had been as good Logick as to ſay, Ex-uno diſce omnes, If they mean 
(they that thus malitiouſly as well as ignorantly charge them) that 
they that had a hand in the Beginning of the War , were guilty, as 
remote cauſes, of that deteſtable Fat ; then ſome of a'l ſides were ac-* 
.ceſlary. 

But (to lay the Saddle on the right Horſe) the Jeſuits, aſſiſted by a 
Faction in the Army, contrived, carried on, and executed this horrid 
Villany, as Dr. Peter ds Moulin, now Canon of Chris#-Church, does offer 
to juſtify, whenever Authority ſhall require it, I ſhall here, for the 
Reader*s ſatisfa&tion, ſet down the Doctor's own Relation, in his Book 
called , A Vindication of th? Sincerity of theProteſtant Religion, pag, 58, 
59, &c. 

5. The Jeſvits profeſſed themſclves Independent, as not depen- 

© ding on the Church of England, and Fifth-Monarchy Men, that they 
'© might pull down the Engliſh Monarchy, and that in the Committees, 
*© for the Deſtruction of the Kingand the Church, they had their Spies 
< and their Agents. The Roman Prieſt and Confeſior is known, who 
© when he ſaw the Fatal Stroke given to our holy King and Martyr,flou- 
© riſhed with his Sword, and ſaid, Now the greate#t Enemy that we have 

© in the World us gone. | 
©When the News of that horrible Execution came to Roar, a Pro- 
< teſtant Gentleman of good Credit was preſent in a great Company of 
© Teſuited Perſons, where, after great expreſſions of Joy, the Graveſt 
© of the Company ſpake much after this ſort, The ' King of England at 
© bis Marriage had promiſed us the Re-eſtabliſhment of the Catholiek,_Reljgion | 
© :n England ; and when he delayed to fulfil his Promiſe, we ſummoned him 
© from time to-time to perform it : we 'came ſo far as to tell him, That if be 
© would not do-it,, we ſhould be forced to take' thoſe courſes, which would bring - 
. © him to his Deſtruft ion : we have given him lawful Warning, 'and when na 
© Warning would ſerve, we bave kept eur Word to him, Goel would mot keep 

© bis.Word to 4. | Folngy ++ We 
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© That graveRabby's Sentence agreeth with this certain Intelligence : 
© That the Year before the King's Death, a ſele&t number of Engliſh 
© Jeſuits were ſenttrom their whole Party in England, firlt to Paris, to 
© conſult with the Faculty of Sorbox, then altogether Jeſuited,to whom 
< they put this Queſtion in Writing, That ſeeing the State of England 
© was ina likely poſture to change Government ; Whether it was not 
< ]awful for the Catholicks to work that Change, for the advancing and 
© ſecuring of the Catholick Cauſe in England, by making away the King, 
< whom there was no hope to turn from his Hereſy ? Which was an- 
© ſwered affirmatively. . After which the ſame Perſons went to Rome, 
© where the ſame Queſtion being propounded and debated, it was con- 
© cluded by the Pope and his Council, That it was both lawful and expe- 
© dient for the Catholicks to promote that Alteration of State. In purſuance 
© of this Order from Rome many Jeſuits came over, who took ſeveral 
© ſhapes to go about their Work, but moſt of them rook Party in the 
© Army. About 30 of them, or their Diſciples, were met by a Prote- 
© ſtant Gentleman between Koan and Dieze, to whom they ſaid (taking 
© him for one of their own Party) that they were going into England, 
© and would take Arms in the Independent Army, and endeavour to 
© be Agitators, &c. p. 65, 66 And when the horrible Parricide, 
<committed on the King's ſacred Perſon, was ſo univerſally cried down 
© as the greateſt Villary that had been committed in many Ages, the 
© Pope commanded the Papers about that Queſtion to be gathered and 
© burnt : In Obedience to which Order a Roman Catholick in Parts 
© was demanded a Copy which he had of theſe Papers ; but the Gentle- 
© man who had time to conſider and deteſt the Wickedneſs of that Pro- 
© ject, refuſed togive it, and ſhewed it to a Proteltant Friend of his; 
© andrelated to him the whole carriage of this Negotiation, with great 
© abhorrency of the Practices of the Jeſuits. | 

When this Relation was firſt ſeen by the Queen-Mother and the reſt 
at Sommenſet-houſe (where a Man of great Note was concerned) it ſtruck 
ſuch a terreur among them, that they caſt themſelves at the King's 
Feet to crave. Juſtice againſt Dr. Du Moulin, —— but upon ſoberer 
Thoughts, after three or four days, the great Clamour was ſuddenly 
huſht, only they won the' Queen-Mother to beſeech the King that he 
might be forbidden tomake any more Books : and'ſo much was expreſ- 
ſec unto him in a Letter from Secretary Morrz,that he ſhould not write 
Books in Engliſh, becauſe it was not his natural Languagetho he under- 
ſtands, writes and ſpeakes Englzſh as well as moſt Engliſh-men. . 
\ Fhe ſaid Mr. Secretary Morris in a Letter tothe {aid Dr. Du-Moulin 
( p. 64. ) thus expreſſes himſelf, = This I may ſafely, and will, and, 
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« do it con{idently, that many Arguments did create a violent ſuſpicion, 
Cyery near convincing Eviderces, that the lIrreligion of the Papiſts 
© was chiefly guilty of the Murder of that Excellent Prince, the Odiam 
© whereof they would now fie to the account of the Proteſtant Religi- 
© on. He fays further, Page 61, © As for my being defied by the Papilts, 
<] have defied them now ſeventeen Years to call me in queltion before 
© our Jvdpges, and I do ſtill, &c. Nor is he ſingular in a matter of this 
Moment, but we have the Teſtimonies of: Mr. Pryn, &e. Mar. p. 45. 

Mr. Pryz faith, * That our late Excellent King havicg atterted11 the 
* Treaty of the ſe of Wight to pals five ſtrift Bills againit Popery ; the 
© Teſuits in France, at a General Mecting there, preſently reſolved to 
* bring him to Jultice, ard take off his Head, by the Power of their 
© Friends in the Army, as the King himſelf was certihed by an expreſs 
© from thence, ard wiſhed to provide avairſt it, bur two days before 
© his removal by the Army from the Jſle of Wight to his Exccution. 

Dr. Burnet in his Sermon Far. 30. 168;, Pag. 16, 17. fays, * Many 
* of the moſt conſiderable Dillenters did even then, when 1t was not ſo 
«ae todo it as it is now, openly declare againſt it both in their Sermons 
£ 2nd Writings, and were highly inſtrumental in bringing home: of his 
© Majeſty : — If ſome few have jullified the ſhedding of this Blood ; 
& 28. their number hath been but inconliderable,' fo their Maxims have 
© been borrowed chiefly from Popiſh Writers. Secalſo Pag. 13. 

Mr. Cave in his Sermon Far. 30. 1679. Pag. 5. ſays, © We know now 
too well whence the Doctrines come of rebelling againſt, and depofing, 
*ard murdering of Kings z. we know the Plot of this day's bloody Tra- 
© gedy was laid at Rome, and acted by the Sects of their making;among 
* our ſelves. 

L will 611 up theſe Pages with ſome Royal Condeſcenſions, and Epi- 
ſcopal Pleas, (beſides thoſe mentioned before ) which I humbly entreat: 
thoſe in Authority, cſpectally my Lords the Biſhops, ſeriouſly to conſi- 
der, in behalf of the Non-conformiſts, which may be found m his Ma- 
jeſty's Speeches and Declaration about Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, and ſome 
of the Biſhops own writings. And firſt obſerye what his preſent Ma- 
jeſty ſays.concerning the Non-conformiſts, &c. 

In his Declaration of Eccleſiaſtical Afﬀairs, Oftob. 25, 1660. © \When 
&We were in Holland, (ſays he) We were attended by many Grave and 
«Learned Miniſters from hence, who were looked upon as molt able. and 
&7rincipal Aſlertors of the Presbyterian Opinion, with whom Wehad 
«25 much Conference, as the multitude of Afairs which werg' then 
©ypon Us, would permit Us to have ;. and,to Our great. Satisfaftion and 


«Comfort; found tliem.Perſans full' of Aﬀection to Us,. of Zeal jor the 
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< Peace of the Church and State, and neither Enemies ( as they haye 
© been given out to be ) to Epiſcopacy or Liturgy, but moſtly to de- 
©fire ſuch Alterations in either, as without ſhaking Foundations, might 
< allay the preſent Diſtempers, which the Indiſpoſition of the Time, 
© and Tenderneſs of ſome Mens Conſciences,had contratted. See more 
quoted in the Third Plea. 

And in his Speech to both Houſes of Parliament, Feb. 10. 2667, faith 
He, © One thing more I hold my ſelf obliged to recommend unto 
« you at this preſent ; which is, That you would ſeriouſly think of ſome 
© courſe to beget a better Union and Compoſure in the minds of my 
© Proteſtant Subjects, in Matters of Religion ; whereby they may be in- 
© duced, not only to ſubmit quictly to the Government, but alſo chear- 
« fully give their aſſiſtance to the ſupport of it. 

Some Biſhops ( and other Eminent Divines of the Church of Eng- 
land) formerly, and of late, have moſt patherically pleaded the Caſe 
of the Non-conformiſts, whoſe Apoltolical Zeal and Charity are worthy 
the Conſideration and Imitation of the preſent Biſhops and Fathers of 
our. Church at this Time eſpecially. A former Biſhop of St. Davids, 
( Dr:Radde ) in the Convocation-Houſe, May 23. 1604. ſpeaking 
of thoſe who were ſcrupulous only upon ſome Ceremonies, &c. © Being 
© otherwiſe Learned, ſtudious, grave, and honeſt Men, whoſe Labours 
© have been painful in the Church, and profitable to their ſeveral Con- 
© pregations, ( he ſays ) thol do not juſtify their Doings, yet ſurely 
© their Service would be milled at ſuch a Time, as need ſhall require 
© them and us to give the right-hand of Fellowſhip one to another, 
©and to go Arm in Arm againit the common Adverſary, that ſo there 
© might be Ys umta fortior. — If theſe our Brethren aforeſaid ſhould 
© be deprived of their Places, for the Matters premiſed, | think we 
© ſhould find cauſe to bend our Wits to the uttermoſt extent of our 
© skill, to provide ſome Cure of Souls for them, where they may exer- 
© ciſe their Talents. Further, if theſe Men, being divers hundreds, 
© ( as it is bruited abroad ) ſhould forſake their Charges, ( as ſome do 
© preſuppoſe they will ) who, I pray you, ſhould ſucceed them ? 
© Beſides this, for ſo much as in the Life-time of the late Arch-biſhop 
© of Canterbury, theſe things were not ſo extreamly urged, but that 
© many Learned Preachers enjoyed their Liberty herein, conditionally * 
© that they did not by Word or Deed openly diſgrace or diſturb the 
© State eſtabliſhed; I would know a Reaſon, why it ſhould not be ſo 
© generally and exceeding ſtrictly called upon, eſpecially conſidering 
© theſe Men are now the more neceſiary, by ſo much as we ſee greater 
© encreaſe of Papiſts to be now of _ than were before. To conclude, 
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© I wiſh, that if by Petition made to the King's Majelty, there cannot be 
© obtained a Quite Remove of the Premiſes, which ſeem ſo grievous to 
© divers, nor yet a Toleration for them which be of the more ſtaid and 
© temperate carriage, yet at the lea(t, there might be procured a Mi- 
© tization of the Penalty, if they cannot be drawn by other Reaſons to 
© a Conformity with us. Thus far this Biſhop in thoſe days, when the 
Terms of Conformity were not ſo hard. 

Dr. Taylor, late Biſhop of Down and Conhar ( whoſe Writings are in 
great Elteem, even with thoſe that are moſt zealous for Ceremonies ) 
hath ſeveral Paſlages in his Caſes of Conſcience, that ſeem to favour and 
juſtify ſome of the Non-conformiſrs Principles, viz. Pag. 303. © Eccleſi- 
© aſtical Laws are made relative to Time and Place, to Perſons and Oc- 
© cafions, ſubjett ro all Changes, fitted for uſe and the Advantage of the 
© Churches, miniſtring to Edification, and complying with Charity : 
© Whatſoever Eccleſiaſtical Law hath not theſe Conditions, the Churches 
© ought not to recctve, becauſe they are Impediments, not Advantages to 


© the Service of God : if they be thus qualified, no good Man will refuſe: 


© them ; if they benotzthey are Laws of Tyraxts,not of Spiritual Fathers, 
Rule 20. paz. 323+ ©* Eccleſiaſtical Laws mult ever. promote the Service 
© of God and the Good of Souls, but mult never put a Snare or Stumbling- 
© block to Tonſciences, The Authority which the Lord hath given, 
© 13 for Edification and not for Deſtruttion, 2 Cor. 10. 8. & 13.10. Pag.31 4. 


© Ceremonies oblige no longer than they miniſter to the end of Charity.' 


« And Pag. 325, — Tho tignificant Ceremonies can be for Edification 
© to the Church in ſome Degree, and in fome Perſons, yet it's to be 
© confidered whether the introducing of ſuch _ doth not deſtroy 
!* the Church, not only in her Chriftian Liberty, but in the Simplicity, 
© and Purity, and Spirituality of her Religion, by inſenſible changing it 
© into Ceremonial and External Service. ibid——. A Symbolical Rite of 
© humane Invention, to ſignify what it does not effect, and then intro- 
© duced into the ſolemn Service of God, is ſo like thoſe vain Imaginations 
* and Repreſentations forbidden in the ſecond Commandment, that 
© the very Srſpiczon is more againſt Edification,, than their Uſe can 
© pretend to. 

A Conformiſt of great Note told a Captain under his Majeſty, that he 
was glad ſo many. Miniſters refuſed to conform ; the Captain would 


know. his Reaſon, he gives it thus : Had all Miniſters conformed, $7 


would have thought there was nothing in Religion; only a thing $0 talk, of in 
the. Pulpit, and ſerve a State-deſign, for theſe Miniſters will turn 2 way 
the State turns. : but by their givmg up their Livings, and expe ing Them- 
felues. and Families ta outward Evils, rather than they wo ſow ts 
things, 
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things impoſed not agreeable (a5 they apprehend) ro the Goſpel they preached 
they bave convinced Men thepe is a reality in Religion, and given a Check, 
to. Atheiſm. 

Mr. Feans, a great School-man and Conformiit in former Times, Y 
who cenſured the Non-conformiſts as ſharply as any, and wrote againſt 
them, while he had read but one ſide, as he ſaith, ( Scholaft. and praf?. 
Divin. Pr. 2d p.94,94.) and was a Stranger. to what the Non-conformiſts. 
could ſay for themſelves, their Adverſaries repreſenting their Ob- 
jettions and: Anſwers ſo weak, and ridiculous. ( as too many among us 
do.now ) hath left upon Record theſe Words, viz. When the Parlia- 
ment began, he intended to write a full Vindication of the Diſcipline 
and Ceremonies of the Church of England, to which erd he read all ſuch 
Non-conforminſts Books as he could procure z upon the Peruſfal of them, 
ſays he, © I ſoon found their drechicie moſt diſingenuouſly miſrepre- 
© ſented all that they ſaid ; and that they refuſed to joyn Iſſue with 
© them in theState of the Queſtion ; that they came not up to an ordi- 
© nary Grapple with them with their Arguments; and that they ſeldom. 
© regularly replyed unto the Solutions which were given to their Ob- 
© jections ; and this ( ſays he) quickly produced an Alteration in my 
* Judgment, ang4 believe it will. do ſo too in all that will make ſuch an, 
© impartial Search intothe matter as I have done. 

This is the ingennous Confeſlion of that Learned Man,. making ex- 
cuſe. for what he had written againſt the Nor-conformiſts. 

The preſent Lord Biſhop of Hereford, in his Naked Trath, with... 
hearty Compaſſion and Zeal, pleads the Caſe of our preſent Non-con- 
formiſts, both with the ( then F two Houſes of Parliament, and the Bi- 
ſhops in particular. —Firſt, In his Addreſs to the Lords and Commons, 
in general, he thus exprelles himſelf : My Lords and Noble Gentle-: 
© men, you have fully expreſſed your Zeal to God and his Church, in, 
«making Laws for Unity, &c.. I call God, the. Searcher of all Hearts,. 
© the God of Life and Death, to witneſs, That I would molt readily, . 
«yea, moſt joyfully Sacrifice all. I have in this World, my Life and All,. 
© that all Non-conformiſts were reduced to our Church ;. but it falls out 
+ © moſt ſadly, that your Laws have not the deſired effect, our Church is. 
© more and more divided,&c. ——- And concludes with earneſt Prayers, . 
© That God would direct them to that which may make for the Vnry of 
© aur Church, by yielding to weak Ones, &c. | 

And in Pag:10. (Edition in Folio.) he thus earneſtly and ſeriouſly Ad- 
dreſſes himſelf to the Biſhops ;,. < My Reverend Fathers and Judges of the 
* Church, 1 ( with St. Paul, Col. 3.) beſeech you: put on fatherly bowe/s. 
© of, Mercy, Kindneſs, bumbleneſs of Mind, Meekyeſs, Long-ſiffering towards: 
your 
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© your poor weak Children 3; and ſo long as they hold faſt the Body of 
+ Chritft, be not fo rigorons with'them for Shadows:; if they ſubmit to 
#* you in Subſtance, have Patience, tho they do not ſubmit in'Ceremo- 
© nies : and give me leave to tell you my poor Opinion ; This violent 
© prefling of Ceremonies hath -( I humbly conceive ) been-a great hin- 
« derance from embracing them, Men fearing your Intentions to be far 
© worſe than really they are, and therefore abhor them. -— | 
And Pag. 11. — © This force-urging Uniformity in Worſhip, hath 
© cauſed great diviſion in Faith, as well as Charity ; for had you, by 
© aboliſhing ſome Ceremonies, taken the weak Brethren into your 
© Church, they had not wandred about after ſeducing Teachers, nor 
@ © fallen into ſo many groſs Opinions of their own. Now I beſeech you, 
*in the fear of God, ſet before your Eyes the dreadful Day of Judg- 
© ment, when Chriſt in his Tribunal of Juſtice ſhall require an account 
© of every Word and' Deed, and ſhall thus queſtion you : Here are ſe- 
© yeral Souls, who taking offence at yowr Ceremonies, have forſaken 
//* my Church, have forſaken the Faith, have run into -Hell, the Souls 
© for which I ſhed my precious Blood ; Why have you ſuffered this ? 
© Nay, why have you occaſioned this ? Will you anſwer, It was to pre- 
© ſerve oxr Ceremonies ? Will not Chriſt return -um 'you, Are your 
© Ceremonies more dear unto you than the Souls for with I died ? Who 
C hath required theſe _ at your hands? Will you, for Ceremo- 
/< nies, which you your ſelves confeſs to be indifferent, no way neceſſa- 
© ry unto Salvation, ſuffer your weak. Brethren to periſh, for whom [ 
< died ? Have not I ſhewed you how Dawd and his Souldiers were guilt- 
© lefs in eating the Shew-breadg which was not: lawful but only for the Prieſts. 
©toeat? If David diſpenſed with a Ceremony commanded by God, to 
<atisfy the hunger of his People, Will not you diſpence with your own 
© Ceremonies to fiekly the Souls of my People, who are called by m 
< Name, and profeſs my Name, tho in weakneſs. ? Or will you tell 
© Chriſt, they ought to ſuffer for their own Wilfulneſs an&Perverſe- 
©nefs, who will not ſubmit to the Laws of the Church as they ought ? 
Hh © Will not Chriſt return, Shall they periſh for tranſgreſſing your hu- 
E: © mane Laws, which they ig y conclude Erroneous, And ſhall 
; © not you. periſh for nrenng my Divine Laws, which you know to 
44 © be Good and Holy ? Had 1 Mercy on you, and-ſhould not, you have - 
k © Mercy on your fellow-Servants? With the fame meaſure you meted, 
© it ſhall be meaſured unto you agatn, I tremble to go farther, but moſt 
_ © humbly beſeech you, iſs ſake endeavour to repain theſe 
«ſtrayed Sheep, for which he ſhed his precious Blood, and think it as 
e-reat, an Advantage, as great an Honour to yon, as it was toSt. "a 
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© you will many, tho not all ; and the few ſtanders-off will be the more 
« convinced, and at long running wearied our and gained alſo. 
I cloſe this Biſhop's earnelt Requeſts, with one of the Prayers made 


by the Biſhops, for the late Falt on Decemb. 22. 1680. appointed by the 


Kings Proclamation, ( among other ends) to unite the Hearts of all 


Loyal Proteſtants, ( with which I hope my Lords the Biſhops will joyn Y 


their lincere Endeavours, ) viz. 


_— -—- 


_—_ —_ —_ 


For Union among our Sclves. 


Leſſed Feſu, our Saviour, and our Peace ;, who didjt ſhed thy precions 


Blood ujon the Croſs, that thou might'(t aboliſh, and deſtroy all Enmity- 


among Men, and reconcile them m one Body unto God: Look down in much: 
Pity and Compaſſion upon this diſtreſſed Church and Nation ;, whoſe bleeding 
Wounds, occaſion'd by rhe lament able Drviſions that are amonz us, cry aloud 

for thy ſpeedy Help, and ſaving Relief. Stir up, we beſeech thee, every Soul 
' of 19, rovefl ( as becomes ſincere Chriſtians ) to root out of our Hearts all 
Pride, and Vain-glory, all Wrath and Bitterneſs, all unjuſfÞPrejudice and: 
cauſleſs Fealouſy, all Hatred and Malice,. and deſire of Revenge, and whatſo- 
ever 'it .is, that may way exaſperate owr Minds, or hinder us from 
diſcerning the things that belong unto our Peace : And by the Power of t 
_= Spirit of Peace, diſpoſe all our Hearts to ſuch. meekneſs of Wiſdom, and 
lowlineſs of Mind, ſuch calm and deliberate Long-ſuffering, and Forbearance 
of one another in Love, with ſuch due eſteem of thoſe, whom thou haſt ſet over 
1 to watch for our Souls, .as may turn the Hearts of the Fathers to the Chil- 
dren, and the Hearts of the Children to the Fathers ;, that ſo we may become: 
a ready People prepared to live in Peace, and the God of Peace may be with ws... 
To this End, give us all Grace, O. Lord, ſeriouſly to layto Heart, net only 
the great Dangers we are in at preſent by theſe unhappy Diviſions,but alſo the. 
great Obligations to this Godly Union and Concord, which lie upon us : That: 
as there ic one Body, and one Spirit, and one Hope of our Calling ; one 
Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one God, and Father of all ;, ſo we may hence- 
forth be all of one Heart, and of one Soul, cloſely united in one holy bondof 
Truth and Peace, of Faith and Charity; and may with one Mind, aud one: 
Mouth glorify thee, O Lord, the Prince of Peace, who with thy bleſſed: Fa-- 
ther, in the Unity of the Holy Spirit, liveſt, and reigneſt ever ane God; Worldi 
without end... Amen.. ' 
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© to become all things toall Men, that you may gain ſome, as doubtleſs: 2 
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